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 About AAP-CA 

TOP PRIORITIES 
 
• VACCINES: Keep all children 

safe from vaccine-preventable 
illness, including infants too 
young to vaccinate. Keeping 
children and the community 
safe through implementation of 
SB 277 elimination of CA’s 
personal belief exemption for 
school and child care centers.   

• CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL 
HEALTH CARE NEEDS: 
Support care coordination, 
quality provider networks, and 
appropriate services for 
children with special healthcare 
needs through the California 
Children Services Program 
(CCS). Implement evidence-
based program improvements.  

• CHILDHOOD OBESITY & 
FOOD INSECURITY: Increase 
awareness of and support 
accessibility to nutritional food 
choices in schools and daycare 
centers.  

• PREVENTING VIOLENCE, 
ABUSE, & TOXIC STRESS: 
Protect children from events 
and environments that cause 
mental and physical harm.  

• NICOTINE: Reduce youth 
tobacco and e-cigarette use & 
protect toddlers from nicotine 
poisoning (e-cigarette 
cartridges & tobacco single use 
filters). 

 

 

  

The American Academy of Pediatrics - California is a statewide 

collaborative of over 5,000 board-certified pediatrician members of all four 

California regional AAP Chapters: Ch. 1 Northern CA, Ch. 2 Greater LA, 

Ch. 3 San Diego, and Ch. 4 Orange County. The mission of the AAP-CA is 

to attain optimal physical, mental, and social health and well being for all 

infants, children, adolescents, and young adults living in California. 

Advocacy for Pediatrics 

AAP-CA partners with policymakers to develop and implement policies in a 
broad range of areas to promote the health and wellbeing of California’s 
children including:  
• Children with Special Health Care Needs: California Children’s Services (CCS) 

• Preventing Childhood Obesity & Food Insecurity 

• Preventing Violence, Abuse & Toxic Stress in Childhood  

• Nicotine: Preventing Youth Tobacco/ E-cigarette Use & Exposure to 2nd-hand Smoke/Vapor 

• Vaccines: Keeping Children and the Community Safe form Vaccine Preventable Illness (SB 277)  

STATE GOVERNMENT 
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
Pediatric leaders from each California 
regional AAP Chapter meet regularly to 
advocate for AAP-CA policy and goals 
through active bill review and other 
activities. 

 

AAP-CA AS A RESOURCE FOR 
LEGISLATURE 
AAP-CA provides expert pediatric 
review and input from grass-roots 
pediatricians across the state to provide 
policymakers with timely input and 
support.  Contact us at office@aap-
ca.org and we will help! 

AAP-CA AS A RESOURCE FOR 
PEDIATRICIANS 
AAP-CA provides tools and support 
necessary for pediatricians and pediatric 
residents from across California to become 
successful advocates on behalf of children and 
their colleagues. The AAP-CA Advocacy 
Rotation provides pediatric residents with 
hands-on skills, training, and real-world 
experience in advocacy. 

 

AAP-CA ON THE GROUND 
AAP-CA CEO, Kris Calvin, posts about 
advocacy, grant work & more – get an 
insider look at the AAP-CA by following 
Kris on twitter @kcalvinaap. Also, for 
the AAP-CA Chair’s timely views follow 
Dr. Cohen on twitter @scohenmdmph. 
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March 5, 2016 
 
The Honorable Lois Wolk 
California Senate 
State Capitol, Room 5114 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Fax: (916) 651-4903 
   
RE: SB 1006 (Wolk): Firearm Violence Research 
AAP-CA Position: COSPONSOR and SUPPORT  
 
Dear Senator Lois Wolk:  
 
The American Academy of Pediatrics, California (AAP-CA) representing over 5,000 California pediatrician 
members of California AAP Chapters 1, 2,3 and 4 statewide, is pleased to cosponsor and strongly support your 
proposed legislation SB 1006. 
 
 SB 1006 would enact the California Firearm Violence Research Act, thereby requiring the University of 
California to establish and administer the California Firearm Violence Research Center and grant program. The 
center would pursue interdisciplinary research into the nature, consequences, and prevention of firearm-related 
violence. The center’s work would also be solution-oriented, involving a close partnership between researchers 
and policymakers to develop and implement innovative gun violence prevention policies and programs 
 
Firearm homicide rates among children and youths are 35.7 times higher in the United States than in other 
countries. Factoring in gun-related suicides and unintentional firearm injuries, gun violence is the second 
leading cause of death among American youth. Yet, research on the nature, consequences, and prevention of 
firearm violence is seriously lacking. 
 
In 1996, Congress passed an act to prevent the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention from funding 
firearms-related research. The resulting shortage in substantive data on gun violence over the past twenty 
years has directly hindered the efforts of policy makers and health care professionals to reduce the rate of firearm 
deaths and injuries in American children. Without definitive research on firearm violence, efforts to develop new 
reasonable and effective gun violence prevention policies and to prove the efficacy of existing firearm legislation 
are easily curtailed. Further, the lack of research on firearm violence obscures crucial information that might 
inform patient care and injury prevention. (Imagine how a comparable two-decade cancer research blackout 
would impact prevention and care for cancer patients!) 
 
The AAP strongly supports the “funding of research related to the prevention of firearm injury.” (Text from the 
AAP Policy Statement on Firearm-Related Injuries Affecting the Pediatric Population, 2012) As pediatricians, 
we endorse the establishment of a solution-oriented California Firearm Violence Research Center and grant 
program aimed at providing essential and long-needed research into the nature, consequences and prevention of 
gun violence in the United States. Strong, unbiased, nonpartisan research, as called for in SB 1006, in 
combination with policy reform, has proven highly successful in combating other public heath problems, 
including motor vehicle accidents, cancer, heart disease, and tobacco use.  
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By creating a center dedicated to collecting an analyzing data on firearm-related injury, SB 1006 would 
expand the availability of essential information that can inform patient care, injury prevention programs, and 
policy decisions aimed at reducing gun violence among American youths. 
 
California pediatricians support SB 1006, and thank you for your public service and leadership on behalf of the 
health and well being of children, youth, and families in California.  
Sincerely,  

 

Kris Calvin  
Chief Executive Officer 
American Academy of Pediatrics, California 
 
CC: AAP-CA Leadership, Lydia Bourne 
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March 10, 2016 
 

The Honorable Tony Thurmond 
Chair, Assembly Budget Subcommittee #1 California State Assembly 
Room 5150 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: Item 4260, Department of Health Care Services, California Children’s     
         Services Program Trailer Bill #607  

  
Dear Assembly Member Thurmond: 
  
The American Academy of Pediatrics, California (AAPCA) representing 5,000 board-certified primary care and 
subspecialty pediatrician members of the four AAP chapters statewide, appreciates the opportunity to comment 
on the Department of Health Care Services budget trailer language #607, which would effect major changes in 
the California Children’s Service Program (CCS). 
 
The California Children’s Services Program (CCS) works well for our most medically complex and 
vulnerable children—in fact, it works extremely well! Family satisfaction with CCS is high (between 82% 
and 89% on core measures) and costs are actually falling. In 2015 the California Budget Project and Policy 
Center reported that between 2007-08 and 2012-2013 General Fund spending for CCS dropped 17% after 
adjusting for modest inflation, while CCS enrollment rose by 3.5% over the same time period. Thus, 
pediatricians fail to see an urgent need for wholesale change to CCS, particularly in the absence of data 
showing a new system would be better for enrolled children, or even able to maintain quality while being 
less expensive for the state in the long-run.  
 
Last year, AAP-CA communicated to the Department our support for a continued carve-out of California 
Children’s Services from Medi-Cal managed care. And while it is not the longer-term carve-out that 
pediatricians consider best for children and families, we greatly appreciate the Governor’s signature on AB 187, 
which extends the carve-out for one year (to December 31, 2016) to permit stakeholders to continue to work with 
the state to thoughtfully   assess which    evidence-based redesign elements for CCS might be appropriate and 
essential, including financial incentives that align with quality care, appropriate pediatric provider networks, 
medical home standards and assurance of access for each child,  and an assurance of evaluation and 
accountability structures and processes.  
 
AAPCA serves on the CCS Advisory Board and has been working collaboratively with DHCS on CCS redesign. 
We greatly appreciate the time and effort Jennifer Kent and her staff have put into this effort thus far.  However, 
we are, strongly opposed to the Department’s use of Trailer Bill Language to implement its proposal to 
redesign CCS, absent important elements noted above and prior to completing the collaborative process 
envisioned under AB 187.  Further, we believe that any proposed statutory changes to the program should 
be addressed through the legislative policy process, where the discussions will be transparent and enable 
participation from all stakeholders, including families. 
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We appreciate your consideration of these comments. Please do not hesitate to contact AAP-CA with any 
questions.  
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
Jacques Corriveau, MD  
Chair, State Government Affairs Committee 
American Academy of Pediatrics, California 
 
 
 

cc:  Honorable Members of Assembly Budget Subcommittee #1  
       Agnes Lee, Office of Speaker Anthony Rendon 
        Andrea Margolis, Principal Health Consultant, Assembly Budget  

          Cyndi Hillery, Consultant, Assembly Republican Caucus 
          Diana Dooley, Secretary, Health and Human Services Agency          
          Jennifer Kent, Director, Department of Health Care Services   
          Anastasia Dodson, Associate Director for Policy, DHCS 
 
 
 
 


