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State Soil and Water Conservation Commission; Erosion and Sediment Control Overview Council
ANALYSIS
Appointment of Commission Members (Lines 10-50)
Current law provides for creation of the State Soil and Water Conservation Commission (the “Commission”).  This bill adds that the Commission is assigned to the Department of Agriculture for administrative purposes.  Further, this bill clarifies that the Governor must appoint one at-large member from each of the five soil and water conservation district regions to serve on the Commission.
Power to Receive and Award Grants (Lines 51-98)
Current law provides that the Commission is empowered to receive state and federal grants and award grants in order to, among other purposes, fund up to 40 percent of the cost of obtaining a permit for the construction of a new public water supply reservoir.  This bill eliminates the Commission’s ability to receive state and federal grants and to award grants for such purpose.
Definition (Lines 99-110)
This bill provides a new definition for “Manual for Erosion and Sediment Control in Georgia.”

Erosion and Sediment Control Overview Council (Lines 111-141)
Current law establishes an Erosion and Sediment Control Overview Council (the “Council”) to provide guidance on the best management practices for implementing any erosion and sediment control plan.  This bill adds that the Council is also responsible for approving the above-referenced Manual prior to its publication.  This bill clarifies that the Council shall have nine members, including one member of the House, one member of the Senate, and one employee of the State Road and Tollway Authority.  This bill also requires that the Council meet prior to December 1, 2015, in order to approve the most current version of the Manual, and meet at other times as necessary to approve changes to the Manual prior to its implementation.
House Vote:  156-12
Analysts: Taylor A. Morison & John Culverhouse











� “’Manual for Erosion and Sediment Control in Georgia’ or ‘manual’ means the published guidance of the commission governing the design and practices to be utilized in the protection of this state’s natural resources from erosion and sedimentation which shall be based foremost upon sound engineering principles and repeatable bench and field testing of structural and vegetative best management practices which shall have the annual approval of the Erosion and Sediment Control Overview Council established pursuant to Code Section 12-7-7.1.”  Proposed O.C.G.A. § 12-7-3 (10.1).
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