
The success of any great city doesn’t happen by accident. Regulation 
that supports quality growth and protects communities doesn’t 
simply appear. It requires the ongoing collaboration and thoughtful 
planning of growth and development industry leaders who come 
together to strategically address economic planning, infrastructure 
needs, and challenging quality-of-life issues throughout the metro 
Atlanta region and state.  
 

The Council for Quality Growth, which celebrates its 30th 
anniversary this year, provides a voice for these regional 
leaders, bringing all interested parties to the table and 
providing an effective forum for problem solving to help 
ensure continued growth and economic success for 
generations to come. 

 
It all began in a crisis in the mid 
1980s when Gwinnett County was 
expanding at a rate unparalleled in 
the nation. We faced seemingly 
irreconcilable circumstances – 
welcoming long-awaited economic 
development while managing 
infrastructure shortfalls and rapidly 

changing public attitudes. Developers, builders, bankers, architects, 
engineers, and others who were providing the spark for Gwinnett’s 
economic engine responded by forming the Council for Quality 
Growth. While different in their perspectives, they were united by 
their shared commitment to create a sustainable future for 
Gwinnett. 
 
Atlanta has changed a lot 
since 1985, and in the 
decades since the Council 
for Quality Growth has 
expanded its work to the 
metro region, continuing 
to aggressively apply that 
same spirit of open 
cooperation to inform 

decisions on complicated and controversial issues. As the only 
organization that works every day to ensure the Metro Atlanta 
region’s development policies are fair and conducive to balanced 
and responsible growth, we’ve addressed everything from 
floodplain regulations to building permitting processes. We’ve 
celebrated major victories as well as those many may not have even 
noticed, but certainly benefitted from.  

 
“The Council has worked with municipalities 
like the City of Dunwoody as they look at 
building codes, and advocated for major 
issues like the 2012 regional TSPLOST,” said 
Brent Reid, 2014 Council Chairman and CEO 
of Winter Construction and Winter 
Environmental. “However, its most significant 
contributions may have been in the 

legislation they stopped because it was damaging, or helped mold 
into a better option that was a win/win for everyone. The Council 
does a lot of small things to help put out the camp fire before it 
becomes a forest fire.” 
 
Today we’re recognized as an essential partner to community, 
regional, and statewide leadership.  The Council is able to succeed in 
this role because of the strength of our membership, our board, and 
our relationships that enable broad access to a variety of people. 
We helped shape Floodplain Regulations in 1988; lobbied the 
passage of the Buffer, Landscape, and Tree Ordinance in 1992; 
formed the Georgia Greenspace Program in 2000; lobbied for the 
passage of the Watershed Protection Bill in 2014; lobbied for the 
passing of the Transportation Funding Act in 2015; and so much 
more. 
 

“There are now and will always be a wide variety of issues 
that affect the region, and there will always be need for the 
region to come together to figure out how to solve them,” 
said 2013 Council Chairman and Pope & Land senior vice 
president Mason Zimmerman. “An organization like the 
Council is an important way for regional leaders to discuss 
and solve regional problems.” 

continued on page 3... 
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President’s Message 

As the Council for Quality Growth celebrates its 30th 
anniversary this year, I am proud of the significant role 
the organization has played in the region’s growth and 
success. The breadth and depth of what the Council 
does has expanded over the years. Through it all, we’ve 
stayed true to the organization’s original model to 
reach consensus and move forward productively as we 
forge decisions on complicated and controversial 
growth issues. We succeed in this role because of you – 
our members – and we are forever grateful for your 
enduring support and partnership.  
 
As I reflect on the Council’s three decades of serving 
the growth and development industry, four themes 
stand out: 
 
Trust The Council works with hundreds of elected 
officials, administrators, and staff across metro 
Atlanta’s more than 80 local governments, and they 
continue to turn to the Council and its members 
because they trust and rely on your industry insights. 
They, as well as state agencies and legislative and 
executive leadership, look to Council members for 
collaboration to ensure that planning, zoning, and 
other local, regional, and state regulatory policies 
promote thriving communities, strong infrastructure, 
and a prospering economy. The Council is recognized as 
an essential partner in community, regional and 
statewide decision-making thanks to you. 
 
Influence Because of this trust, both sides of the state 
legislature regularly turn to the Council for input and 
advice on bills that impact the growth and 
development industry. As a Council member, you have 
a seat at the table for these discussions that help 
influence and shape the future of our region. Our 
presence at the capitol increases each year, resulting in 
big wins for our region. Our reach and influence 
continues to strengthen because of you. 

 
Responsibility The Council was formed 30 years ago by 
a handful of industry leaders who provided the spark 
for Gwinnett County’s unparalleled growth amidst 
infrastructure, economic, and community challenges. 
These visionaries united because of their shared sense 
of responsibility to the community. That collaborative 
spirit has stayed at the heart of the Council throughout 
the region’s good and bad times because we all come 
together for the common good. We are thankful that 
you have stood by us. We’ve weathered the storms 
together. 
 
Commitment We’ve accomplished a great deal 
together, which has shaped the growth of the Atlanta 
region and helped our city become one of the most 
exciting in the country. As the region continues to 
flourish and our membership continues to grow, I’m 
confident that the Council’s best days are still ahead 
because we are committed to the success of our 
region. Who knows what obstacles and opportunities 
we’ll encounter in the next 30 years? I am thankful that 
you will help the organization adapt and evolve to 
meet the changing needs of a dynamic development 
industry and the governments that regulate it. 
 
With each member’s continued good-faith investments 
of time, resources and expertise, the Council for 
Quality Growth will continue to play a vital role in 
buildings Georgia’s future. As 2012 Council Chairman 
Doug Dillard often reminds us, “The Council for Quality 
Growth is a doing organization. You just don’t belong to 
the Council; you do things.” We are certainly looking 
forward to doing things for Metro Atlanta for the next 
30 years. 
 
Thank you to all of our leadership and especially Tim 
Lowe for a great 2015! It truly is an honor to serve you. 

 
 

CHAIRMEN 
THROUGH THE 
YEARS 
 

1986-87 Alvin Ray Weeks, Jr. 
1988  Frank B. McGowan 
1989  Thomas W. Wheeler, Jr. 
1990  Allen M. Richardson 
1991  Richard C. Porter 
1992  Bryan Cohen 
1993  Roger C. Willis 
1994  Michael K. Dominy 
1995  Alfred F. Skiba 
1996  Thomas J. Andersen 
1997 Glenn S. White 
1998  Forrest L. Adair 
1999  J. Dennis Billew 
2000  J.R. Connolly 
2001  Steve Gaultney 
2002  Jim Braden 
2003  Mike Guynn 
2004  T. Michael Tennant 
2005  Kerry Armstrong 
2006  Woody Snell 
2007  David Seago 
2008  Wade Beavers 
2009  Alvin P. Nash 
2010  Gerald L. Pouncey, Jr. 
2011  Forrest Robinson 
2012  G. Douglas Dillard 
2013  H. Mason Zimmerman 
2014  S. Brent Reid 
2015  Tim Lowe 
2016  Scott Condra 



 
Thirty years is great time to 
stop and reflect so we can 
look forward with greater 
clarity. We’ve accomplished a 
great deal together that has 
shaped the growth of the 
Atlanta region and helped 
our city become one of the 
most exciting in the country. Yet there are still many 
challenges ahead. Our organization’s future will surely 
include further adaptation and evolution to fit the 
changing needs of a dynamic development industry and 
the governments that regulate it.   

 
“When I think about the 
value that the Council has 
adds to our industry, I think 
about their involvement in 
forming impact fee 
legislation at the state level 
back in the late eighties/
early nineties, said Rick 

Porter, Owner of RichPort Properties and former Council 
Chairman. “A lot of folks in the industry thought we ought 
not to participate – that we should just vote it down – but 

the Council chose to participate and achieve good policy 
from the conversation. They are part of the conversation 
on how to manage and regulate growth, instead of only 
discussing which candidate we should support.” 
 

In many ways, Atlanta is just getting started. As 
2012 Council Chairman Doug Dillard says: “The 
Council for Quality Growth is a doing organization. 
You just don’t belong to the Council. Members work 
and are a part of vision that we all have.”  
 
The Council continues 
to monitor the ongoing 
evolution of zoning 
ordinances throughout 
the region. We expect 
zoning ordinances to 
continue to be drafted, 
adopted, and tweaked 
as cities grow and new 
cities are created, and the Council for Quality growth will 
continue to be engaged in the zoning process and play a 
vital role in shaping the long-term vision of these 
communities. As we’ve done in the past, the Council will 
work with communities and local governments to ensure 
that ordinances reflect the principles of quality growth. 
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PRESIDENT & CEO 

Michael E. Paris 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Tim Lowe, Chairman  

Scott W. Condra, Vice Chairman 

Andy Macke, Secretary 

Steven J. Labovitz, Treasurer 
 

W. Kerry Armstrong 
David Barker 
Bryan Batson 
Brandon L. Beach 
Josh Belinfante 
John Bonanno 
Tad Braswell 
J. Christopher Brown 
Rick Brownlow 
Wendy S. Butler 
Chuck Button 
Daniel Buyers 
Chris Coan 
David W. Connell 
Paul Corley 
Delores Crowell 
Randy L. Dellinger 
G. Douglas Dillard 
Chris S. Doughtie 
Lee C. Duncan 
Jim Durrett 
Terry Fox 
Rob Garcia 
Heath Garrett 
Clark S. Gore 
Ann Hanlon 
Michael J. Hay 
Stephen K. Hill 
Douglas R. Hooker 
Doug Jenkins 
Dr. Daniel J. Kaufman 
Tad Leithead 
David Leonard 
Lawrence E. Liebross 
Ryan Marshall 
Wayne H. Mason 
Sean McLendon 
M. Scott Meadows 
John Moore 
Paul F. Morris 
Alvin P. Nash 
John O’Neill 
Gerald L. Pouncey, Jr. 
Scott Prigge 
Harold Reheis 
S. Brent Reid 
Harry Rice 
Malaika Rivers 
John F. Robbins 
Rob Ross 
Bill Russell 
H. Jerome Russell 
Scott Selig 
Daniel H. Sherman 
Christie Sims 
Ellen W. Smith 
Woody Snell 
Michael L. Sullivan 
Robert J. Svedberg 
Helen Preston Tapp 
David Welch 
Jay C. Wolverton, Jr. 
Louis D. Young, Jr. 
H. Mason Zimmerman 
 

 

Tribute Recipients Through the Years 

2015 Council Chairman Tim Lowe & 
2015 Four Pillar Honoree Dan T. Cathy 

1990 Steve Reynolds     

1991 Wayne Shackelford     

1992 J.W. Benefield      

1993 D. Scott Hudgens     

1994 Wayne H. Mason     

1995 Virgil R. Williams     

1996 Paul A. Duke  

1997 Jim Cowart 

1998 J.D. Caswell  

1999 A. Ray Weeks    

2000 Louise Radloff    

2001 F. Wayne Hill   

2002 George Busbee  

2003 Richard L. Tucker 

2004 Charlie Brown 

2005 Senator Johnny Isakson 

2006 John Wieland 

2007 John A. Williams 

2008 Tom Cousins 

2009 Mayor Shirley Franklin 

2010 Arthur M. Blank 

2011 R. Charles Loudermilk, Sr. 

2012 Sam Massell 

2013 John C. Portman, Jr. 

2014 Steve Selig 

2015  Dan T. Cathy 

 

For twenty-six years, the Council for Quality Growth has paid tribute annually to 
an outstanding individual in the metro Atlanta region that best exemplifies the 
Council’s Four Pillars’ of leadership and success—Quality, Responsibility, Vision 
and Integrity. The Four Pillar Award & Tribute celebrates the recipient’s 
philanthropy as well as his or her significant contributions to economic 
development and our quality of life. This prestigious award and tribute are 
unparalleled in the Atlanta region and has come to be known as the highest 
honor bestowed for the aforementioned contributions. 
 

The past recipients listed below have been exemplary leaders that have set the 
bar high and have undoubtedly made the world around them a better place. 
This honor goes far beyond the presentation of just one more trophy for the 
shelf — it is a true tribute to their life and their life-long accomplishments.  
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Thank You Premier Members! 
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1985: Council for Quality Growth is established 

1986: Established a Sewer Moratorium 

1989: Advocated the adoption of State Impact 
Fee Standards &  Procedures Law 

1989: Lobbied the implementation of State  
           Watershed Protection Regulations 

 

1990: Advocated the passage of Federal Water Quality Standards 

1992: Lobbied the passage of the Buffer, Landscape and Tree  
   Ordinance 

1998: Assisted with the Atlanta Regional Commission’s Long Range  
   Regional Development Plan 

2000: Formed the Georgia Greenspace Program 

2001: Created the Livable Centers  
           Initiative  

2003: Expanded Council mission to  
           serve the region 

2004: Worked with local leaders to  
           create the City of Atlanta  
            Redevelopment & BeltLine  
            Initiative  

2005: Helped create the Cobb Redevelopment Overlay District 

2006: Conducted the Fulton County Economic Impact Study 

2008: Worked with the City to create the Sandy Springs Water  
   Conservation and Reuse Policy 

2010: Advocated the passage of the  
           Statewide Transportation  
           Funding Bill 

2011: Helped create the Fulton  
           County Department of  
           Economic Development 

 

2011: Led reform process for City of  
   Atlanta office of buildings permitting  
   process,  which created the  
    enterprise fund and fiscal oversight  
     committee 

2012: Helped create the City of Atlanta  
   Office of Buildings Technical Advisory  
   Committee 

2013: Passed the Opportunity Zones Bill 

2014: Lobbied for the passage of Senate Bill 299, the Watershed  
   Protection Bill  

2015: Lobbied for the passing of HB170, the GA General Assembly  
   Transportation Funding Act of 2015 

The Council has had many successes in fostering 
economic development in the metro region. 
Below is  a look at the highlights of the issues 
addressed over the past 30 years.  


