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“Equalized Homestead Option Sales Tax Act of 2015”
ANALYSIS
Local Sales & Use Tax Ceiling Exemptions (Lines 9-43)
Current law provides for a 2-percent ceiling on local sales and use taxes levied by a political subdivision.  Current law further provides for an exemption from this ceiling for sales and use tax for educational purposes and for taxes levied for a metropolitan area system of public transportation in certain counties. This bill retains these exemptions, and adds that a tax levied for a metropolitan area system of public transportation will also be exempt in a county in which a HOST (“Homestead Option Sales Tax”) is levied and collected.
“Equalized Homestead Option Sales Tax Act of 2015” (Lines 459-693)
Current law provides for a HOST, which is currently implemented only in DeKalb County and Rockdale County.  The HOST, as currently used, is applied to property tax reduction for homestead properties (80% of the tax) and infrastructure funding (20% of the tax).  This bill would only apply to DeKalb County, as it requires both a current HOST and a “MARTA penny.”  This bill would apply 100% of the proposed EHOST to property tax reduction, would apply equally to residents in unincorporated and incorporated municipalities.  The eighth-penny SPLOST would be divided up in DeKalb County by population.  Both the SPLOST and EHOST must be adopted by referendum for either to apply.
House Vote:  128-35
Analysts: Taylor A. Morison & John Culverhouse
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