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The end of the development period is in sight for the Muscogee Creek Nations (“MCN”) 
destination resort construction. Construction on the proposed destination resort began 
in early November, 2014 after several months of delays as the tribe waited for a permit 
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to approve changes to the river bed. The work 
on the river bed included the relocation of over 350,000 cubic yards of dirt and rock, 
extending the riverbank several feet to the west and erasing 175 years of erosion. The 
work along the Arkansas River netted MCN 13.25 additional acres of land at the River 
Spirit location in Tulsa. When the work is finished, the shoreline, known as the Mackey 
Sandbar, will be close to where it probably was when the Creek Nation originally settled 
here in the early 19th century. 
 
Scheduled to open in early 2017, the $365 million expansion will essentially create “two 
casinos in one,” with the existing River Spirit connected to the new Margaritaville 
Casino, each with a distinctive decor and atmosphere. Tucked behind the existing 
casino, Margaritaville will face the river and have a beach theme, complete with a pool 
deck, cabanas, riverside entertainment and even palm trees. 
 
The final development is also expected to include a 27-story glass resort hotel tower 
encompassing 483 rooms and suites, a fitness center, retail stores and a gift shop. A 
new convention and meeting venue will add 30,000 square feet of meeting space and 
state-of-the-art audio and video capabilities, along with a 2,600-seat showroom theater, 
1,500 car parking structure, Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville restaurant and the Five 
o’Clock Somewhere Bar with an adjacent Margaritaville-themed casino. 
 
In addition to these massive undertakings, the existing River Spirit Casino is undergoing 
its own transformations, including the addition of the newly opened Johnny Rockets 
Restaurant, and a newly remodeled Scoreboard Sports Bar that now features 22 flat 
screen televisions, including a 102-inch plasma television. Johnny Rockets will service 
food at the sports bar. The upscale Mickey Mantle’s Steakhouse announced that it will 
be joining River Spirit Casino as the first Mickey Mantle’s in Tulsa. The restaurant will 
be located 30 feet above and adjacent to the river, with floor-to-ceiling glass walls 
overlooking the Arkansas River and Turkey Mountain. It will feature the same menu as 
the Oklahoma City location, specializing in prime steaks and seafood. This highly 
anticipated development is sure to be a crowd pleaser.  
 
For more information, please email The Innovation Group’s Native American division 
Vice President, Erika Meeske, at emeeske@theinnovationgroup.com  
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