
 My heart is heavy as I read the news about the severe flooding that has struck West Virginia 

once again. We were trying to get some recognition on the floor of the Assembly so that they might 

offer prayers for those who have been affected by the floods but weren’t able to get the message 

through. We should have tried harder. Tomorrow I’ll try to talk to someone from the Presbyterian 

Disaster Agency to see how they might be able to help. 

 The Assembly began at 8:30 AM. We didn’t adjourn until almost 11:30 PM and that was only 

because there was concerns about commissioners getting back to their hotels before the light rail 

system stopped running for the night. Committee 13 – Board of Pensions (BOP), Presbyterian 

Investment and Loan Program (PILP), Presbyterian Publishing Corporation (PPC), and the Presbyterian 

Foundation was the first one to report. Todd Wright, pastor of Village Chapel Presbyterian Church, 

Charleston served as the vice-moderator of the committee and got a lot of face time on the big screens 

in the assembly hall as he helped present a good part of the committee’s report to the Assembly. They 

highlighted the good work being done by each of these agencies. Impressive to me was that the 

Presbyterian Foundation oversees $1.6 billion dollars in investments and was able to return $60 million 

last year to accomplish the mission of the donors. They also talked briefly about Project Regeneration 

which “assists congregations and ministries whose buildings have become burdensome or who would like to 

fund new ministry through the sale of excess property.” You can learn more about it here:  

http://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/Our-Services/Project-Regeneration.aspx 

 There was then a presentation on “We Choose Welcome: Refugee Resources in the PC (U.S.A.)” 

which was made by Laurie Kraus of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Teresa Wagoner, an Assistant Stated 

Clerk. They reported that there were 60 million people displaced from their homes, 20 million of them can be 

classified as refugees. This is the largest movement of refugees since World War II. Syria is facing today’s 

largest humanitarian emergency with 13 people displaced. 

 Committee 3 – General Assembly Procedures then resumed their report which had been arrested 

last night. They had 7 items of business left. Only one, Item 03-09, which recommended Columbus, Ohio as 

the location for the 225th General Assembly (2022), seemed relatively important. 

 Committee 5 was up next. To say that the Assembly spent a lot of time dealing with 05-05 which 

would have required all councils to adopt a Dependent Care Policy would be an understatement.  It’s not that 

this isn’t important because it is. However we took up a lot of time with amendments, most of which didn’t 

pass.  

 Before this was finally approved we broke for worship which was followed by lunch.  Alice Ridgill, 

pastor of the New Faith Presbyterian Church, in West Greenwood, South Carolina, preached on the parable 

of the Good Samaritan. Interestingly enough she looked at it from the perspective of the wounded man. She 

made four points: 1) He assessed his plight, 2) He arrested his pride, 3) He accepted this person, and 4) He 

aligned his passion. The PC (U.S.A.) can take those same steps. Our best days are in front of us. 

 During the Great Prayer of Thanksgiving before we celebrated communion, the Assembly took the 

time to remember those teaching elders who have died since the last GA. I saw the name of one of my 

seminary classmates as well as the names of some other folks I had served with over the years. One name 

that stuck out was Shirley Hutchins, who had served as the pastor of the Montgomery Presbyterian Church.   

 After lunch we heard from Elona Street-Stewart, a Native American woman who serves as the 

executive of the Synod of Lakes and Prairies. She spoke on her experience of racism. Dean Thompson, former 

pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Charleston and former president of Louisville Theological Seminary talked 

about Syngman Rhee, moderator of the GA in 2000 and a graduate of Davis and Elkins College who passed 

away in January 2015. 

 Perhaps the most controversial part of Committee 5’s report was Item 05-05 which would have all 

councils (sessions, presbyteries, synod, and the General Assembly) develop a dependent care policy. I think 

we spent over an hour before the Assembly finally disapproved the original overture and answered it with 

the recommendation that the General Assembly direct the Presbyterian Mission Agency to develop 

resources for councils of all levels to provide for dependent care policies.  



 Item 5-01 also generated a lot of debate. In 2014 the General Assembly passed a resolution 

requiring that there be from 10-12 synods. (Currently we have 17 although the Synod of Puerto Rico was 

given an exemption from this requirement.) After a minority report and lots of amendments, the 

Assembly finally voted to urge synods “to continue conversation and collaboration of ministry and 

mission.” So, although some mergers to reduce the number of synods still could happen, this is no 

longer required. It may have been my imagination but it seemed like most of the people speaking in 

favor of the minority report which would have maintained the requirement to reduce the number of 

synods were all from Ohio. 

 Before breaking for dinner they announced that the 2017 Big Tent event would be held on July 

6-8 at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri.  

 Committee 4 – The Way Forward gave the first report after dinner. Item 04-ND calls for the 

creation of a 2020 Vision Team composed of 15 members who will “develop a guiding statement for the 

denomination and make a plan for its implementation with all deliberate speed. The process of 

developing such a guiding statement will help us to name and claim our denominational identity as we 

seek to follow the Spirit into the future.”  

 They also recommended and the Assembly approved the appointment of an administrative 

commission to “study and identify a vision for the structure and function of the General Assembly 

agencies of the PC (U.S.A.).”  

 Those two recommendations probably appeal more to the polity geeks. One group is looking 

more to the future and will try to provide a guiding vision that will energize us and bring us together. 

The other group will be able to deal with more immediate problems and may decide to merge the 

Presbyterian Mission Agency and the Office of the General Assembly together. If that sounds like 

internal politics, it is, although it may help us function more efficiently and save money. We’ll see. 

 I felt this committee report deserved more time for consideration but that was closed off by 

what may have been a premature motion to call the question and end debate. 

 Committee 10 – Mission Coordination was up next. Probably the most important thing they did 

was bring Item 10-11 which will support clergywomen in several different ways.  

 Committee 11 – Social Justice Issues almost completed their report. Several items they 

presented dealt with racism.  Mid councils, i.e. presbyteries and synods were encouraged to offer 

antiracism training much like we now offer training on sexual misconduct.  

 Item 11-08 was probably the closest vote of the Assembly, passing 262-253. It calls for the 

church to offer an apology to Native Americans, Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians.  

 Item 11-05 was probably the most controversial (at least so far) item before the assembly. The 

original overture called for the church to apologize to the gay and lesbian community. To some the 

language seemed too strong and went too far. What was finally approved was a statement that “The 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) acknowledges that actions we and our members have taken over the years 

have at times led God’s beloved children who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and 

questioning to feel that they stand outside the grace of God and are unwelcome in the PC (U.S.A).”  

For some that language goes too far. For others the language doesn’t go far enough. It was a 

compromise. Over the years people have been hurt. We are all God’s children regardless of our 

sexuality. None of us stands outside the grace of God. As a church we need to welcome everyone who 

comes to us. It’s statement most commissioners could live with. 

This was not an easy night. There was lots of debate, several minority reports, and enough 

amendments to sink a ship – probably not the most helpful metaphor but the best I can do at 1:49 AM. 

Gradye Parsons will be retiring as Stated Clerk after this assembly. He has been receiving plenty 

of accolades and lots of gifts. The Young Adult Advisory presented him with “Graydo” (sp?) a playdough 

sculpture in his likeness. Apparently that was crafted by our own YAAD Maddie DiGiulian from Beckley. 



Tomorrow promises to be another long day. First up should be the election of a new Stated 

Clerk. The only thing I can be sure of is that we will be done by noon on Saturday. I suspect that we’re 

going to have to finish by 11:30 PM Friday night because the trains will stop running. It’s possible that 

they’ll have extended hours on the weekend. I sure hope not. 

Let me also say that some of this report is not as sharp as I would like. It was harder to follow 

the debate when I was working the microphones. For the most part we stayed pretty busy all night. I 

encourage you to read the GA News reports at http://oga.pcusa.org/section/ga/222nd-general-

assembly-2016/ganews/ They will have more complete coverage and probably more accurate reports. 

 


