
Bluestone Camp & Retreat Mid-Summer Update 

Summer Camp 2016 proved to be another great program experience for all who participated.  Dedicated 

staff and volunteers, energetic campers, the beauty of our natural setting, and the presence of the Holy 

Spirit combined to make our rendition of the summer camp experience memorable and meaningful for 

everyone involved.   

Once again our presbytery churches were generous in providing subsidy to enable families in their 

communities of faith to afford our camper registration fees.  Additionally, particular scholarship funding 

initiatives enabled full or partial scholarships to about 25% of our enrollment, several of whom were 

underprivileged. 

It is important stuff that we do… discipleship, mission outreach, leadership training, evangelism, spiritual 

mentoring, fun and games, worship and praise.  We are very thankful for the goodness and greatness of 

God that we experienced together with all 250 campers that joined us on the mountain this summer. 

Summer Camp is in the books, and we are now in the middle of summer retreat season hosting a group 

that has been coming to Bluestone for well over 40 years.  Capital High School of Charleston, WV held 

their annual band camp at Bluestone for the third time this past week, and next week, we’ll welcome a 

brand new group of people to the mountain… Camp Mashiach, a Messianic Youth Summer Camp.  We are 

thrilled that they have chosen Bluestone, and looking forward to hosting them this coming week. 

As with summer camp, the retreat groups that anchor our calendar are such meaningful testaments to 

Bluestone’s ministry.  And as with summer camp, it is truly a joyful experience for Cheryl and I to have 

been a part of the history…  to have watched families and campers grow up in this place; and to realize 

through their love of Bluestone just how special “the thing is” that is “goin’ on up in here” ☺ God most 

certainly is at work here at camp.  We are fortunate and thankful witnesses to that truth. 

The summer retreat season will be over in a couple more weeks, and we’ll all settle down for a little while.  

The fall calendar will begin with the Elementary School Retreat on September 16 – 18… watch for info 

coming to your inboxes and mail boxes in August!  From there, we’ll have retreat groups through October 

and into November.  For now, it’s on with the summer we go…  thanks to all of you who keep us in your 

prayers, and for the many ways you all support Camp & Retreat Ministry in the Presbytery of West Virginia.   

Peace and God bless, 

--Mark 

 


