
  

  My day started out even earlier at 6:45 AM at the breakfast sponsored by the Presbyterian 

Peace Fellowship. (Yes I know that’s 9:45 AM back east but I’ve been going to bed around midnight if 

not later, which is 3:00 AM back east. That’s not a lot of sleep.)  The main speaker was the Rev. Osagyefo 

Uhuru Sekou, a 3rd generation, black Pentecostal Speaker who’s done a lot of work in Ferguson, 

Missouri. He expressed what many of us were thinking when he said, “I’m not sure that God’s even up 

this early.” He then challenged us on the cost of racism. That’s a poor summary of a powerful message. I 

think they recorded his talk and it will eventually end up on the Peace Fellowship’s website, 

http://www.presbypeacefellowship.org/ In the meantime you can read this account of his talk by the 

Presbyterian Outlook: https://pres-outlook.org/2016/06/offended-young-people-curse-police-violence-

something-wrong-not/ A friend of mine, Bill Coop, received the 2016 Peacemaker Award at the 

breakfast. 

 The co-moderators Denise Anderson and Jan Edmiston visited our breakfast as they do every 

breakfast, lunch, and dinner meeting at the Assembly. (Some of us wonder when they actually ever get a 

chance to eat.) On of them said something that really hit home, although I’m not sure it’s original to 

them, “Part of what we are called to do is to look around and see what breaks God’s heart.” 

Wednesday is the day when seminaries hold their alumni luncheons during the General 

Assembly. Maureen Wright, Shelly Barrick Parsons, and I attended the one sponsored by Union 

Presbyterian Seminary. We sat with Clay Macaulay, Director of Alumni Relations, who had done an 

internship at First Presbyterian Church, Charleston and then after graduation served the Oak Grove 

Presbyterian Church in Hillsboro. The main speaker was John Vest, Visiting Assistant Professor of 

Evangelism who talked to us about “Creating a Culture of Evangelism”. He had us thinking and talking 

about questions like, “What is the gospel? What is at stake? What difference does following Jesus Christ 

make in your life?” He said “We need to ask better questions, we need to start by talking among 

ourselves, and we need to get out of our church buildings because attractional strategies just don’t 

work.” It was really well done, far better than I expected, and would make a great program for one of 

our presbytery meetings or even a day long workshop. 

The only thing officially on the docket before the afternoon plenary was the Ecumenical Worship 

Service. Bishop Reginald Jackson of the African Methodist Episcopal Church was the preacher with  

I Kings 22:1-14 as his text. The scripture tells how King Jehoshaphat of Judah and King Ahab of Israel had 

agreed to go to war. Ahab had received the blessing of 400 prophets but Jehoshaphat wondered if there 

was anyone else they might consult.  The prophet Micaiah was brought in and after originally agreeing 

with the other prophets he then relented and pronounced God’s judgment upon Ahab’s plan. Jackson 

pointed out that today we are also facing a crisis of conflicting voices in the faith community. How do we 

respond?  1) Each of us must remain faithful. 2) Don’t be fooled by the numbers 3) Live like you know 

God.  It was a good, solid sermon. 

 The first plenary since Sunday afternoon opened at 2:00 PM. There were several brief reports. 

The Assembly Committee on General Assembly Procedures told us that per capita for 2016 is $7.12. In 

2017 it’s projected to be $7.33 and in 2018 it’s projected to be $7.55. The moderator of the committee 

urged commissioners to exercise restraint. We’ll see. 

 The Assembly then adopted a consent agenda composed of those items of business which 

passed in the committee by a vote of at least 75%. Commissioners had the opportunity to remove any 

item they felt needed additional consideration and the assembly leadership lifted other items out for 

celebration. That still allowed us to take care of 56 items of business with one vote. 

 There was a presentation on the Educate A Child Campaign. I remember when this was adopted 

by the General Assembly in 2014.We’re doing good work without a lot of publicity on this. The need is 

there as we were told 1 in 5 children live below the poverty line. Here’s a link to a brochure about it:    

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/educate_a_child_national_brochure1.pdf 



 We then got into the heavy lifting as Committee 14 – Theological Issues and Institutions made 

its report. (Tina Vial served on this committee.) The assembly voted to: 

 *create a special committee to study the Reformed Perspective on Christian Education 

 *recognize Lee Ann Van Dyke as the new president of Columbia Theological Seminary and David 

Easterline as the new president of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 

 *approve a covenant with the Evangelical Seminary of Puerto Rico 

 *remember the life of Steve Hayner, former president of Columbia Theological Seminary, who 

passed away last year 

 * approve a Revised Directory for Worship, which is 2/3rds the length and 9,000 words less than 

the current directory (I hope the power point presentation that they used is made available as it 

provided a good summary. This would also be a good topic for a presbytery meeting or a day long 

workshop. You can find this on PC- Biz at:   https://www.pc-biz.org/#/committee/579/business.)  

 *reject an attempt to restore the previous language used to describe marriage in the Book of 

Order 

 We then broke for dinner. The evening session began with brief remarks by representatives 

from the World Communion of Reformed Churches, the National Council of Churches, and Church World 

Service. 

 Technical problems arose while attempting to approve Item 14-11 “On Approving an Affirmation 

of Creation” which came from the Presbytery of Boston. It took four votes to finally get this passed. The 

first time up it was defeated 281-286. Several commissioners complained that their voting devices 

(which look something like a Blackberry PDA) weren’t working. The moderator agreed to have a revote. 

The second time the motion passed 295-279. Other commissioners complained that their voting devices 

still weren’t working. They tried again. This time the vote was 312-260. After still more complaints there 

was a fourth vote 305-264. While a handful of commissioners were still complaining that their devices 

weren’t working (although it seemed to me that it was different people complaining every time), the 

Stated Clerk ruled that because of the margin of the vote and the fact that so few people were 

complaining, the last recorded vote would stand. People seemed to accept that. 

 We then moved on to report of Committee 7 – Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations. They 

brought two major items to the floor. One was a commissioner’s resolution calling for Prayer for the 

Persecuted Church. After this was approved, the Assembly did pause for such a prayer which was 

actually very moving. 

 The most important item from this committee was 07-04, approving the addition of the Belhar 

Confession to our Book of Confessions, the last step in the process. The vote was 540-33. Recognizing 

the signifance what they had just done, commissioners rose to their feet in joyous applause when the 

results were announced. Some people were even moved to tears. 

We then heard remarks from Allan Boesak and another minister from the Uniting Reformed 

Church in South Africa. Originally written in 1982 the Belhar Confession was adopted by the Dutch 

Reformed Mission Church in 1986 so this year marks its 30th anniversary.  

Another tearful moment came when Committee 3 – General Assembly Procedures presented 

Item 3-14 calling for a Child/Youth/ Vulnerable Adult Protection Policy and Procedures. During the 

committee meeting they had heard from a pastor who was abused when he was 17 years old while he 

was on a youth mission trip. It was apparently a very moving story. After it passed, Stated Clerk Gradye 

Parsons stood up to offer an apology to him on behalf of the PC (U.S.A.).  

 There was more emotion and different types of emotion this evening than you typically see at a 

General Assembly meeting. There were also more technical difficulties than you typically see at a 

General Assembly meeting. I’m not sure what that means for the rest of our time in Portland. Not that 

I’m counting, but we have 7 plenary sessions left to go. I get to work the microphones on 5 of them.   


