
 Denise Anderson and Jan Edmiston were elected as co-moderators of the 222nd General 

Assembly on Saturday night. The assembly chose them over David Parker and Adan Mairena by a vote of 

432-136. Although the vote wasn’t close, I thought both teams of co-moderator candidates presented 

themselves very well. Either one would have been good representatives of our denomination. 

A friend commented that Parker wasn’t smiling during the five minutes the candidates were 

given to introduce themselves or while he was answering the first few questions. He seemed like a 

lawyer, which he is. Then in response to a question about what was his greatest mistake, he grinned and 

said he couldn’t answer that because of attorney-client privilege.  That seemed to loosen him up and he 

was much more engaging after that. He also began his response to several questions in a row by saying 

he was not a minister and just a ruling elder. The first time he said that it was OK. I mean he’s not a 

minister and was the only one of the four co-moderator candidates who was a ruling elder. By the third 

time he said that, it was kind of tiresome. That may have done him in. He also told us he had been the 

chair of the Democratic Party in North Carolina which could have affected some commissioners. The 

assembly may also have been leery of electing two older white men from North Carolina in a row as 

moderator.  

The funniest response came from Jan Edmiston who admitted that her greatest mistake was 

probably that she had completely missed a wedding. The bride had told her they were going to be 

married on the Saturday before Labor Day. Jan thought she meant the Saturday two days before the 

holiday. The bride meant the week before that. So Edmiston was at a soccer tournament with her 

daughter on the day of the wedding and either had her phone turned off or didn’t hear it ring because 

they were never able to track her down. Apparently they even had the reception first hoping she was 

still going to show up. It was a good story and she was able to laugh at herself.  

It may also be appropriate to note that in the year when we celebrate the 60th anniversary of 

women’s ordination as ministers by our denomination that the PC (U.S.A.) has elected the first team of 

two women as moderators. 

The day began early with Riverside Conversations. In the past this had been an opportunity to 

learn more about some of the significant issues before the assembly. This year however they had us sit 

in small groups of 6-8 people to talk about “When We Gather at the Table”, a report that was 

commissioned by the Office of the General Assembly and involved thousands of Presbyterians 

responding to an on-line survey. The questions focused on, “What does it mean to be a Presbyterian? 

Who is the church called to be in this day and time? How should the denomination serve into the 

future?” These are good questions. You can read the report here:  

https://pcbiz.s3.amazonaws.com/Uploads/a27616e9-67e2-4950-8d48-

0405ce9d22e9/COGA%20report%20with%20RS%20edits%205-2-16.pdf (You can also find it on PC-Biz 

www.pc-biz.org ) 

In some ways the conversations were somewhat forced since many people had not read the 

report or at least hadn’t read it recently. On the other hand the conversations were also more open and 

honest as people started to talk about what they believed and what they hoped might be the future of 

our denomination. A lot of the people at the tables I was at seemed discouraged as they reflected upon 

the decades of decline that they had experienced in their churches. One woman though, who was a new 

Christian and a newer Presbyterian, was excited about the potential of her church. Although it had also 

seen decades of decline, they still had strengths to celebrate and, as far as she could see, great 

opportunities ahead of them. That was a good perspective for us to hear. 

The Assembly was then called to order by the outgoing moderator Heath Rada who preached at 

the opening worship service. Thousands of Presbyterians in the Oregon Convention Center were joined 

by thousands of Presbyterians around the country as well as people from around the world. Heath 

mentioned that they had been contacted by people in Scotland and in Lebanon who were tuned in to 

the broadcast.   



It was a good sermon but the music was outstanding. Several times I had goosebumps listening 

to the choir and while singing the hymns. The praise band section seemed too long, although maybe I 

was just hungry since I had skipped breakfast.  

The afternoon session consisted of pretty routine business. Heath Rada presented his 

moderator’s report. Commissioners got to practice voting. The mechanics of how to speak at the 

microphones were explained. There was also a brief explanation about the financial implications that 

would accompany each motion to come before the assembly.    

Tomorrow commissioners will have the opportunity to worship in 30 different Presbyterian 

Churches in the Portland area. I’ll be worshipping with the Savage Memorial Presbyterian Church. I think 

I chose them because they were a smaller congregation and I was concerned that perhaps not many 

commissioners would want to worship with them.  

In the afternoon there will be a short business session when we’ll hear the report of the Stated 

Clerk Nominating Committee. I get to be a Floor Parliamentarian during that session which basically 

means I get to help commissioners wanting to speak at Microphone #5. If you watch the live stream of 

the plenary, you may occasionally see me wresting one of the paddles away from a commissioner. (The 

paddles are color coded – and yes, they really are badminton rackets covered with colored cardboard – 

that serve as a way to help the moderator know whether someone wants to speak for or against a 

motion.)    

In the evening the committees meet for the first time. The first hour is closed to outside 

observers so I may be forced to go watch Game 7 of the NBA Finals instead. 

You can keep up with all that’s happening at the General Assembly by reading the daily reports 

that are posted online at http://oga.pcusa.org/section/ga/222nd-general-assembly-2016/ganews/ John 

Bolt from First Presbyterian Church, Morgantown and former Stated Clerk of PWV is heading up the 

news team that puts these reports together. 

Interesting note: I ran into Bill and Felicia Stewart Hoyle today. Bill is serving as a commissioner 

from Salem Presbytery and was previously the pastor at First Presbyterian Church, St. Albans. Felicia was 

on the search committee that brought me to West Virginia for the first time back in 1995.  

Please remember to pray for the commissioners and for our new co-moderators Denise 

Anderson and Jan Edmiston. We still have seven days to go. 

 


