
Today commissioners and other visitors to the 222nd General Assembly spread out to worship at 

30 different churches in Portland and the surrounding area. I went to the Savage Memorial Presbyterian 

Church which was a lot bigger than I thought it was going to be. They list 225 members, which is pretty 

big by PWV standards. (For some reason, I thought they only had 50-60 members. I guess I must have 

misunderstood since they seemed to have about 50-60 people in worship.)The church was founded in 

the late 1940’s or early 1950’s and at their peak they had over 600 members. A Rev. Savage was the 

founding pastor of the church. Early on in his ministry there was some church fight (maybe at a session 

meeting?) and he had a heart attack and died in the middle of it. They felt so bad they named the church 

after him. Since then they seem to have mellowed out. People were very welcoming and excited to have 

9 visitors from the General Assembly meeting worshipping with them.   

There were several neat things about the church. One was that they had installed solar panels 

on the roof of their fellowship hall. If I understood them correctly, they are able to sell the electricity 

that those solar panels generate but the church doesn’t use back to the power company. They estimate 

that they’ll be making enough money that they should be able to recover the cost of the panels in about 

five years. Another was that the stained glass windows in their sanctuary were designed and made by a 

member of the congregation. A third was that they are able to open those stained glass windows but the 

windows don’t have any screens. Apparently they don’t have to worry about flies, mosquitos, or other 

bugs around here. I wouldn’t recommend you try this back home.   

The afternoon session of the Assembly started almost 30 minutes late as the co-moderators got 

stuck in traffic coming back to the convention center. We covered that by having a hymn sing. We then 

had remarks from representatives of three local interfaith organizations, a Mormon, a Jew, and a 

Muslim.  The rabbi’s remarks were pretty pointed, chastising the PC (U.S.A.) for some of its past 

positions and saying that despite disagreements within the Jewish community, all major Jewish groups 

condemn the actions taken by past General Assemblies criticizing Israel as unhelpful.   

There were brief reports from the Board of Pensions and the Stated Clerk Nominating 

Committee. J. Herbert Nelson, who is the head of the PC (U.S.A.)’s Washington office, was presented as 

the nominee to be our next Stated Clerk. I think I heard them say that he is a third generation 

Presbyterian pastor. David Baker, the stated clerk from Tampa Bay Presbytery in Florida was also 

nominated from the floor. Baker had applied and was interviewed for the position but the committee 

chose to nominate J. Hebert Nelson instead.  

 There were other brief reports and announcements before the Assembly broke for dinner. 

Maureen Wright and I spent part of that time trying to help Tina Vial from Elkins be seated as our 

alternate commissioner. Mike Lykens from Whitesville, our primary commissioner, had knee surgery 

back in April. His recovery seemed to be going well but right before the assembly he had a relapse and 

was briefly hospitalized so he just wasn’t able to make the trip. When we finally figured out what had 

happened, we called Tina, who was already in Portland representing David & Elkins College, to ask if she 

was willing to assume the role of commissioner. We are grateful that she agreed to change her plans 

and step in. She’ll do well as she was able to take her place just as the committees met for the first time 

following dinner. Please pray for Tina as she begins her service as a commissioner and for Mike as he 

continues recovering from knee surgery. 

 Tomorrow will mostly be consumed by committee meetings, although the day will start out with 

a Bible Study. The past moderator normally gets to choose the preachers for the daily worship services 

at the next GA. Since he is a Christian Educator, Heath Rada decided that it would be more helpful for 

commissioners to study the Bible together so we will have Bible Study rather than worship the next two 

days. I plan to take part in that and then sit in on Committee 4, The Way Forward, which is working on 

discerning how the PC (U.S.A.) can best move into the future; Committee 5, Mid Councils, which will be 

considering the future of synods; Committee 9, Immigration and Environmental Issues, which is 

considering overtures calling for our denomination to divest from fossil fuel industries; and Committee 



13, Theological Issues and Institutions, which will be considering the possibility of a significant revisions 

to the Directory for Worship.  

There is also going to be a meeting for presbytery staff tomorrow morning  on “Supporting the 

Call Process” which will have a panel discussion on “What leadership competencies are needed most in 

pastors serving today?” among other things. Unfortunately the email announcement didn’t mention 

what room the meeting was going to be in. If I can find them, I’ll probably go there too. 

 My morning actually started at a breakfast sponsored by the Presbyterian Foundation. The 

featured speaker was Philip Jenkins, a history professor at Baylor University. He’s written several books 

including The Next Christendom. His talk compared the changes going on now in the churches in Asia, 

Africa, and South America to the changes that took place during the Protestant Reformation in the 

1500’s. I thought he had a compelling argument, one that I had never even considered. I need to go by 

the bookstore to see if they have his book. 

Remember you can read the daily news reports highlighting what’s happening at the General 

Assembly at http://oga.pcusa.org/section/ga/222nd-general-assembly-2016/ganews/ 

 

 


