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Presidential Politics
GE Labeling Bill- Action Needed!
GA Politics

Presidential Politics

After tonight's Nevada elections, the attention will turn to GA and the other
states participating in the March 1 primary. Get ready for the calls and
commercials to take over! The latest GA polls released by Landmark
Communications/Rosetta Stone shows Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton
strongly in first, but the second place Republican numbers get
interesting.

Marco Rubio is polling four points ahead of Ted Cruz for the runner-up position,
22.7 percent to 18.7. The poll was conducted on Sunday, even before a Ted
Cruz spokesman was forced to resign over a false retweet concerning
Rubio. With the polls showing 11 percent still undecided in the Republican
race and the primary only weeks away, any misstep can cause a candidate
major problems. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPv4e_xxUmNFgo6d5OFs85Z_xAAwgsNENJR7s0QVtssm4NkUhd-w8lYuBkkvfo8Bx9mu6eunaPCOmq2OmBxE-1OZbPpdtSc36r2sxW0I8v7S1HewhJuoaJTAFhoLbBhJ2FzlfxvOxv2TSd_IDyrZba5vTRGnuZiLOUosKAzzSi-S-IPHl0e2hl54KkJtqZKKZnmuLY_9mnMAe2JfcyxYPEeeFBQwT_OkoCmWTfAvI3J62Mrj1PAyXNk=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuCnYTd_mQ20qfQZCaExt97FhBQRzb2EbSdKfhLeCuCTpZ2wzFEWNPy5EoBFdnMbKlWi-3dzDezqH-fhodJkrul6coHa-jnlpIoJ9QMuC_uIv&c=&ch=


See results for the Republican poll:

See results for the Democratic poll:

Federal Update

Federal Labeling Standard Bill in the Agriculture Committee on 
Thursday, February 25!

The chain retailers have weighed in. Independent retailers- We need your
voice!

Senator David Perdue and the Senate Agriculture Committee will consider a
proposal this Thursday, authored by the Committee Chairman, Senator Pat
Roberts (R-KS) on federal labeling standards. The proposal would include
reforms to biotechnology labeling that would create one federal labeling
standard for all foods made with genetically engineered (GE) ingredients and
genetically modified organisms (GMOs), require the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) to create a voluntary national food labeling standard for
GE foods, and require USDA to develop an education program to provide
consumers with information on foods made with GE ingredients.  

It is critically important that this bill be passed out of the Agriculture Committee
so it can be considered by the Senate soon, before Vermont's GMO labeling
bill kicks in on July 1, 2016. The Vermont bill would create massive supply
chain disruptions, and will cause an incredible amount of confusion for those
consumers who shop in stores in Vermont and other neighboring states that do
not have the same Vermont standards. The need for one federal labeling
standard is of the upmost important to the food retail industry, and we need
your help to show Senator Perdue our support of this bill.  

Click Here to take action.
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPv4e_xxUmNFMWF3MSQGneUJd0jv0gGjJ1HLu3eEhRiqCDWkk9QZbbzWud1oZww8meQrkoyY7WKBnHyaKp3Mf8kyD22w0xygRjd0rkzTbadipInCnb1YQznbDML3inl0mN93cB4d-uNGz07h_Cs2Zn28cvG7ktF2T1bgntMwtdyLSOMvVPY97XYBlq_pGtyQu4T86gmO18roF_leGEtZMXLz3svKKDXQWA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPv4e_xxUmNFxXQ-YDOEcvvUtBaRDmJTjwyvr_S56VDESKE7lnbGz-3be-XmAV5o-9fPeQ3lS-rezi7ZNF8KDTxnwhr7DCLs_E3T_HSs4yRLTHgeZlw_cl1eTivUkycL4GJTJCAknMo4X3j0OrKbHplJRLYKcQtL9TsBOMu2illtb3me3sdyRpI=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPv4e_xxUmNFKA7ijfvqiXUKJItB9S7dGkXv5qPDU3u5GGEpx8-TO7kixxsbGRG7fwCjg7u3ZeazjnwPOvZvMRD6OoCEJ-uq4xrNFM61jEmVNv_jrLdoS3h3q-OPU2LsYpRybPhi4Q7yzi_Q0r0y4bMDR4WFjVM0iQD9346ggSF0igZj4xJzxZQASwaXE7Jns-uCy61_IxDJV30wxZSSDVQOBF7xsVTogpWsA0b_CaDsc9S2xCqpNfQFk0e109Jtsw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPv4e_xxUmNFASuB0NsXAzovV4ITRKirnOyjxBbUJHcAb_rFmXo-3SQtVHzJN_9dn5RckDsKW13J8jmcE2pRgyxX8ONy7Lg9lqHNzI_UgwEL3CH28h0qk4whVSnW3vKYeg5AxM-vuQzBRndBHLhgsT_MWNv9R7P0zo7iC4nfDtTa&c=&ch=


Today is the 26th Legislative Day out of our 40- day session. Legislators
and lobbyists are working hard as we approach an important deadline to
keep legislation alive for the session.  Monday, February 29th is Crossover
Day (the last legislative day that all bills must pass from one chamber to the
other in order to continue to be viable) and Thursday, March 24th is the last day
of Session.  

Food Bank Bill passed House yesterday, 2/22/16.
Senate merged and then passed the First Amendment Defense Act with
the Pastor Protection Act, HB 757. Governor weighs in saying the issue
is not over
House passed the 2017 budget 
Supplemental Budget signed by the Governor 

Tobacco

Representative Paulette Rakestraw (R-Dallas) introduced HR 1427 creating a
study committee on electronic cigarettes, e-liquids, and other vapor products.  

Alcohol

Representative Caldwell introduced HR 1345 creating a study committee on
Craft and Distillery Competitiveness.   

Food

HB 763, dealing with the tax exemptions on food donated to food banks,
passed committee last week and passed the full House on Monday.  

Gaming/Gambling/COAM

Senator Lucas introduced SB 388 making it a misdemeanor to remove or
deface a COAM permit.  

Pharmacy 

New Bills

HR 1376 Creates a study committee on Pharmacy Benefit Managers 
HB 1043 provides for an exemption for a hospital or health system from
certain vaccine administration requirements.   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuGyiAI_JXTTjfdV0ix4UG7S-d4wyy2TupE1UwcV7C595CRR58_PBY1lSAcsXiyYpdqDdDqDPexLoXS_EgzqRxMqZO18GO2sv36W8jYaH7idiAv_E5epDke4K5o5fUMd_-N149QVWKOVNLkmJgneFq9GKNveN8w7VYsBl3blgBn02NomNXaEode3P-d7ZF9KhXg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPv4e_xxUmNFkJdNI7u0u9HzyAtdK9XFBACuS_2SeVQXZLaF7aiI2GqSEJCNpRx0JacBKyv6iGVc-v3aLpPHQd0o9LtY4lIHbo-msmHp3gVRRfx_PPQKVwZ6h6Ho00o7szjZ76bRCqT24-BmfbK6JnXatDSb8NnsUVuWHzlA-y8qW-_N9U1DqA_AT5GY7F-Yiw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPv4e_xxUmNFCbd_kF9-yX1unD9ukUKVypDwIglPatas4M9RGPtKebvMzFslW2mBs_2S8ZmWRM-PaolnOHpeizDBiUHIrO9JQEGLcDm_muTeyB_MMV_NvBK5Wwy2pafeBDXmpfK7UP2qEWY4jNu-_3LSlUzXgi-ywBEPDCPOb_tVy4_2DTZwJUem0lF2wfjxwQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPv4e_xxUmNFzRyisGqx3LKB0y_QiVqyC6FbG2fLaPyqLnGgop0UkZzN6GQU7DMaS0_USw-xTtiyD1rKUkWqa7gKYrkD-q9Z8C4PkvBOXwvgf8XIpEf28g2Jj138sOXL0C-8yyDPmVhpoYgM0E8StcrJQYBbXVnwR5KwebDzGIiouqb38xanwF5Jcf4RBJ8eOQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPv4e_xxUmNFGiBw82p7GIALO7Sw2fLbiBLvu2INR1HSsdaXTQt-ClK53ZcI_506CVuZy03j7AZheDx_zVmApkPPSZr_MiTodJAHATliRLMO5ZaRrBeVXgmqGU3USUjRbMorBpR-tfZzKQw5ATqOf4VBS4oGmKX7yv_7RB_iVhJJ70m-UFBy5xEeuXhQaP5Utw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPv4e_xxUmNFOIPkG28rR812iaJkYPYad-iwviqmGXwJDPPoYNZPeKXlI9R2FuZAuxkNCubDcyXxLt-h2LrlGY6gGJrwOa2-MafyfA_at-v_0RInl94GTUVbks1E5ciX85-zwFdStpc-oGo5SqVWGvHdGksUIdIN9aeZjnuv3-6fU-bo-PtNXiJTntvoa7s_1Q==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPv4e_xxUmNFASWw3KTL_-VjW2I1mRtHNT4gu3xc-7BGJStIdeYVibuxtnR3Z8DHkiu5JBz8bHDz7piqfhOuvv_BWMV2YoQFkIejkmaHE-GppWKElNm6UJfEIL1shVHjuqOkjFjNEzEZYSeBwE_4Fw4KUS9D9kFF6xg4bnFbKpxblgCOG4T76SmcX_AmmuwnwA==&c=&ch=


Committee/ Floor Action 

HB 588, the Georgia Meth Check bill, passed the House
HB 34, The Right to Try act, passed the House
HB 813, expedited partner therapy, passed the House
HB 886, related to Mail Order Pharmacy, passed the House

General Business 

New Bills

SB 391, introduced by Senator Hunter Hill (R-Atlanta), amends language
related to the definition of discrimination as it relates to equal opportunity in the
workplace. The bill adds language increasing the types of acts that could be
considered discriminatory by suggesting an employer could not make
decisions related to hiring, firing, promoting, advancing etc. any employee for
"any reason other than that of individual merit, performance, qualifications, or
noncompliance with the standards of presentation."

SB 411, introduced by Senator Horecena Tate (D-Atlanta) is known as the
Georgia Family Medical Leave Act provides a 1.5% tax paid jointly by an
employee and employer to provide income during medical leave.

HB 996: Regulated Metal Sales, introduced by Representative
LaRiccia,would allow metal recyclers to pay cash for transactions less than
$20. Metal theft related crimes have declined under the strict "no cash" policies
adopted by lawmakers in recent years. Bill was tabled in House Regulated
Industries committee on 2/18

Georgia Food Industry Association | P: (770) 438-7744 | F: (770) 438-7761 |
www.gfia.org

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuJ0R9pF571-caRMefzj7-C6QguiWH8KrG1MtWyP20_HfrXdIrofV_rNewgUvrj-KZ-rQkB3WB5NvNvQlUD7efX8ZGX9nrJiAqc3Ua1iA4VRqXIDU1ctKgZ6hzWq1V9JEATfsHXSEEo2jgfyyFhjOGVIdKoRsGMUdn24QXtR4vwf10blU73U20GhMiJUqN25IXA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPv4e_xxUmNF3_2k3T1R8rJb0jANvRt1vyrQheyQFUte-53rT1RO3qEwo0KJiSK5rCx9vqM0c9mBQM7xbPxoJLqzjvsXtCwa7xdvXijjIm5iNf5LLtN8BcmHxstSpBRDpdRNmGxF5VbtqpK12UzzWWwMyKT7dB-Lxv5xKZZdblw5wqiN1TIHVBsVk3Wy8jMIFw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuJ0R9pF571-cf3jevq3n4_NiOA1tXJ4mbOFoFY6MC3rIhDF9fdOKIebdhOXwjp-VqRg7ab6sCTblNv3vHKtzRxYKCDH0b0O76pR21MkAYowYgQyW5Q7NFHu38xvPv13nHW__UgTBwEbNz9CXAFqxtTxfhO5gagwqp0kA414d4aliHCWuSKuzCMDQCBxMsgZLlw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuGyiAI_JXTTj9bwGHbQR9inWfVikXp5duC0MDdeI0y9GShvKliTMW6d9x_zDy-6qQEtAsOrTxCx-RMNomcsG_9_SbuHGr2TdlEMVJXwpkIyCRCe1c-ehL8353MzUaq2QqjBjWu1UIQGcAObC6lyA6EcIEcu0HmKHpOtt1tW9WzarQpURMOpaAPVj2Xd8-ky4mg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPv4e_xxUmNFtxJ9ikhhBVXz_l-upf32LWBGgJKSKnT7Y6mNAC8p3XOlw_2Ea2kY_JvaFcRkVOj2NKJe5tIGJ4Uk3R0dOAiy7WhygI7EcRPJrlqBKmDHFjXnKtEo7JLsXszgRj3J7Jd-c5VDn_zuFOJ_KBVto45NDNE-3Fal-4rE2G-WIjV5KsWO9SyndZn8Qw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPv4e_xxUmNFLhSGuMJRfplm7ptAEP-_kT5SG7CmRWsP9dgq0YilESEMBLrHjV6Ijs4Ju55UyfM__J96GNcNHMuVWD9WwDZdbPHza9T93WRVPsvLAmROcfj7mQ2GXCGNy2abbPIgaVo2mltk3r6b8lpCTbo-LeKSFBH4kIRw8iGvTjhSxnbNUk93nKhud3NFhg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPv4e_xxUmNFsKnVYHjLQijwB00gl32k8RXMYO-l3JfhKySdwtvyHV6wxbo79Q-5i3neeO-OXUZ_yDUntUJEpjsDAyxQpdNXGqMJIf5DdbQxa__t2HhmQ4Do4xhFgWP1vnsA1WQtbR0bxfNJDIwHJuG9LjBsttb1E_YDlsQIoBm1NrOlqFhYmUdEREcS3eET-g==&c=&ch=

