
ABOUT THE COACH 

Some speaker coaches say they can work with anyone but a scientist, physician, or technical expert. Not 

so Denise Graveline. Her Washington, DC-based consultancy, don’t get caught, makes sure you don’t get 

caught unprepared, speechless or without a message.  She helps subject-matter experts with speaker 

coaching, media training, message development and social media strategies. Graveline honed her 

communications leadership in posts at: 

 The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, where she directed media relations and helped the 

foundation develop a $20 million AIDS prevention and services grant program; 

 The American Chemical Society, the American Association for the Advancement of Science and 

the journal Science, where she led communications and worked with every discipline in the 

sciences and engineering to bring research results to public audiences; and 

 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, where she served as Deputy Associate 

Administrator in charge of communications and public affairs—the filter for anything that 

became public at the agency--and served on the White House Council on Women. 

A frequent speaker herself, Graveline has testified before the U.S. Congress and spoken in the British 

Parliament. As a coach, she’s put speakers before congressional committees, industry keynote 

audiences, and the TEDMED stage, with a worldwide live audience of more than 250,000. She has 

coached more than 140 speakers whose talks have been featured at TEDMED, at TEDx conferences 

around the world, and on TED.com, and many more to give talks and presentations in the style of TED. 

Graveline works with technical experts in the corporate, governmental, nonprofit and education sectors.   

She has worked with scientists and medical professionals in every discipline. Clients that seek her 

training for technical experts include: 

 The TEDMED conference 

 IBM 

 SAP 

 Mozilla 

 Johnson & Johnson 

 Milken Institute Global Conference 

 Athenahealth 

 Wrigley Global Innovation 

 The Nature Conservancy Science 

Impact Project 

 The National Science Foundation 

 American Medical Association 

 American Hospital Association 

 Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  

 WellSpan Health 

 U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 

cybersecurity research and 

development division 

 U.S. Department of the Interior 

 U.S. Centers for Disease Control & 

Prevention 

 Association of Public and Land-grant 

Universities 

 The Johns Hopkins University  

 Duke University 

 Rockefeller University 

 American Association for the 

Advancement of Science 

 Physician Assistant Education 

Association

http://www.dontgetcaught.biz/


About Graveline’s coaching, clients say: 

“As my speaking coach at TEDMED, Denise made me feel comfortable, confident and helped me to 

home in on areas that needed a tweak. She's perceptive, encouraging, and knows how to give advice 

that sticks, and works. It was a pleasure working with Denise at TEDMED!” – Christine McNab, TEDMED 

2015 speaker and senior consultant, global health and development 

“I was lucky enough to be able to get a chance to work with Denise at TEDMED 2015, where she served 

as coach to the speakers and cohosts at this wonderful event. Denise was perceptive, wise, warm, 

encouraging and very effective. Her suggestions were innovative, tailored to the individual speaker, and 

she even let me try out a last-minute idea on her moments before I went on stage. Denise is a pro in 

every way!” – Pam Belluck, New York Times staff writer and TEDMED 2015 co-host 

“Denise helped me immensely with my TEDx talk, providing edits to the content and expert coaching on 

my delivery, stage presence, and tone.  She also had lots of practical advice and tricks-of-the-trade that 

I’ll be able to use for future presentations.” – Megan Moynahan, TEDxBrussels speaker and executive 

director, Institute for Functional Restoration, Case Western Reserve University 

"The work we did together less than 24 hours before my go live was transformative. You offered content 

to cut, pace to slow and pointed directions for my walk." – Resa Lewiss, MD, TEDMED 2014 speaker and 

director of point-of-care ultrasound at the University of Colorado Medical Center 

"It’s essential with a TED talk, key presentation or conference speech, or big pitch to have an editor to 

bounce ideas off. In my case this was the very eloquent and wise Denise Graveline. Working with her on 

Skype week each week allowed me to really get to the heart of the message and then shape it. I felt like 

I had a wise mentor and confidante on my lonely TEDx path.” – Caroline Goyder, TEDxBrixton speaker 

and speaker coach. Her talk has more than 1.3 million views on YouTube. 

“Denise's wise counsel and calming presence (not to mention her delightfully sly sense of humor) were 

invaluable assets in keeping our presenters on-keel and on track despite a high-profile, high-pressure 

setting that can unnerve even an experienced speaker. Equally impressive are Denise's specific skills and 

experience in dealing with scientists, policy wonks and government officials. She knows how to speak 

their language, how to talk in terms of their values, and how to help them communicate effectively with 

diverse audiences far outside of their own subcultures. As an added bonus, she's really fun to work with. 

We look forward to working with Denise for a very long time to come.” – Marcus Webb, chief 

storytelling officer, TEDMED 

“Immediately after the talk I had some great feedback – both on Twitter and in real life. I even got asked 

if I had given it as a TED talk – and that I should. I was really chuffed by this - I was aiming for the ‘TED 

Quality’ talk that Denise had highlighted in her workshop.” – Engineer Dr. Lucy Rogers, speaker at 

InspireFest 2015 on space debris 

 

 


