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Welcome Remarks: 

Welcome 

On behalf of the NEPAD Business Foundation, I would like to welcome you all to the 
Southern Africa Business Forum Working Group Launch Meeting.   

It is a great privilege and a pleasure for me to welcome representatives from the SADC 
Secretariat: 

 The Deputy Executive Secretary of Regional Integration, Mr Themba Mhlongo; and  

 The Director of Trade, Industry, Finance and Investment, Ms Boitumelo 
Gofhamodimo 

And the senior programme officers of the SADC Secretariat and representatives of the 
departments of trade and industry of the SADC member states.   I would like to thank our 
partners, the SADC Secretariat; the African Development Bank; GIZ; the Southern Africa 
Trust and the European Union for their support. 

I would like to also thank you all – distinguished delegates and members of the media for 
coming today.  

Representing research institutions, civil society, private and public sector from cross the 
SADC region, your participation and support today will be vital to the success of this 
initiative and to SADC’s integration, industrialisation and overall development. 

 

Background 

In August of 2015, the NBF and other partners launched the inaugural Southern Africa 
Business Forum on the margins of the 36th SADC Heads of States Summit in Botswana.   

During this forum, attending delegates identified key challenges that business and 
government could jointly work together to resolve in order to enhance industrialisation and 
economic integration in the region. The state of development in the region as outlined in 
the principle outcome of the inaugural forum - the ‘Savuti’ declaration. 

The Savuti declaration also informed the formation of the SABF working groups, which we 
are pleased to be launching this morning. 

 

About SABF 

The Southern Africa Business Forum is an annual event for private sector to engage with the 
SADC Secretariat and SADC member states at the highest levels in order to collectively 
collaborate in tackling challenges to the establishment of a conducive business environment 
in the region.  

Side bar: 

This year we will be hosting the second forum in August in Swaziland. Details on the event 
will be forwarded to you in due course, I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to 
join us in Swaziland.  



  

Aside from being an annual forum, we also developed the SABF to be a private sector-led 
inclusive platform for dialogue, discussion and project implementation in the region with 
activities that run throughout the year. Thus, the SABF goes beyond discussions and 
deliberations to actually coordinate different stakeholders to work together in addressing 
identified challenges. 

The objectives of this initiative are in line with elements of the NEPAD goals and the African 
Union’s Africa Agenda 2063, which aim to improve Africa’s development through increased 
intra-African trade that is facilitated by accelerated development in critical infrastructure in 
order to spur industrialisation and manufacturing in the continent.  

 

Side bar:  

For Africa to grow into a global economic powerhouse, it must develop the ability to survive 
and to weather global economic downturns and international market volatility.  

Africa must begin developing solutions that add value to intra and international trade whilst 
also prioritising and increasing local beneficiation. 

This will mean shifting from economic growth that is based on a heavy reliance on 
international trade to growing our domestic economies through increased intra-African 
trade. 

As a continent, we must learn from recent events, which include the recession of 2008; the 
recent drop in commodity prices and the slowdown of the Chinese economy. 

For Africa’s long-term sustainable growth, we must look within Africa. We are home to 
some of the fastest growing economies and we are about to enter a massive 
industrialisation and manufacturing phase which has the potential to create a market boom 
for Africa. 

Colleagues, I have said this before, Africa is rising, and despite current setbacks, I believe 
that we are the next investment frontier. 

 

Working group launch 

To the business of today…ladies and gentlemen, it my greatest pleasure to formally launch 
the SABF working groups which will focus on six themes being: 

1. Water; 
2. Energy; 
3. Trade Facilitation; 
4. Transport Corridors;  
5. Movement of Services & Skills; and 
6. Industrialisation & Regional Value Chains 

 

With the official launch of these groups, we also anticipate important work to be 
undertaken today to define the overall agenda of each working group, to establish its work 
programme and to identify specific projects that the public and private sectors will 
collaborate on for the socio-economic development of the region. Each group will report 



  

back to the plenary later this afternoon to give us an insight into their processes and 
decisions. 

Together with our partners, we envision the SABF becoming the premium platform for 
private sector to directly engage with government agencies and Ministries in the SADC 
region for the purposes of removing the barriers to accelerated development. 

I urge you join us and let us work with each other in the various working groups. I am 
eagerly anticipating the process and the outcomes of today’s meeting. Know that level of 
success of any collaborative effort is only as good as the individual participants involved.  

What the SABF hopes to achieve is ambitious but with your support, your expertise, your 
time and your resources, it can be done. 

 

Closing 

As Africans, the tools to shaping the future we want, is in our reach.  

As private sector investing in Africa we understand this continent we belong to this 
continent and we are responsible for this continent.  

Let us take ownership of Africa’s destiny and let us take pride in home grown solutions to 
our challenges. 

Thank you.  


