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Chairperson and distinguished delegates, on behalf of the SADC Secretariat, I would 

like to start by extending sincere apologies that the Director for Trade, Industry, 

Finance and Investment and the Deputy Executive Secretary for Regional Integration 

will not be able to join us due to pressing commitments that have cropped up. 

However, they send their regards and are fully committed to engaging with the 

private sector on regional integration matters.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, I am delighted and honoured to be among you on this historic 

day for the business community and indeed the SADC community as a whole. As 

you will already be aware, the Regional Indicative Strategic Development Plan 2015-

2020 identifies Industrial Development and Market Integration as a key priority for 

the region. The Revised RISDP places industrialization at the centre stage of the 

regional integration agenda and seeks to catalyse industrialization. In order to 

advance the industrialization agenda, in April 2015, Summit approved the SADC 

Industrialization Strategy and Roadmap 2015-2063, which seeks to engender 

economic and technological transformation in the region.   

 

However, in order to ensure that the Revised RISDP and the Industrialization 

Strategy are fully implemented, there is a need for an effective partnership between 

the public- and private sector. The challenge is that the engagement between the 

private sector and Member States at the regional level has been on an ad-hoc basis. 

In order to address this challenge, the Revised RISDP and the SADC 

Industrialization Strategy call for improved involvement of private sector in regional 

integration. One of the key outputs in the Revised RISDP Implementation 

Framework is that a Regional Private Sector Partnership and Collaboration Strategy 

must be developed and implemented by 2016. Some of the milestones that fall under 

this output include the establishment of a platform for the Public-Private Dialogue, 



 
and an institutional mechanism for public-private dialogue.  I am glad that we are 

already in the process of working towards operationalizing a platform for public-

private dialogue through the SABF process.  

The Secretariat is fully committed to ensuring that the mechanism for public-private 

engagement is established as recommended in the Revised RISDP. The Strategy 

makes it clear that: “The private sector must be consulted and involved in 

implementing the Industrialization Strategy. Public-Private Partnerships are crucial in 

discovering and easing constraints on business and employment growth and in 

improving the climate for Doing Business and attracting investment.”   

 

Since the 1st SABF that was held in August 2015, steady progress has been made 

towards establishing working groups to deal with priority areas that were identified in 

the Savuti Declaration namely: industrialization and regional value chains, movement 

of services and skills, trade facilitation and non-tariff barriers, transport, energy and 

water. I am happy that we are gathered here to formally launch working groups 

dealing with these priority issues. The working groups will play a vital role in 

providing technical input into the SABF processes and in facilitating public-private 

sector dialogue.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, as you may be aware, the SADC region has agreed to 

commemorate the Africa Industrialization Day which is held annually on 20 

November in a more effective way.  To this end, as a build up to the August 2016 

Summit, the region will hold an Industrialization Week to popularise the SADC 

Industrialization Strategy. In March 2016, the Council of Ministers directed the SADC 

Secretariat to work with the private sector to prepare for the industrialization week in 

Swaziland. Some of the activities that the Secretariat has been exploring to 

commemorate the Industrialization Week include showcasing existing and potential 

national and regional value chains and potential areas for collaboration, trade fair 

and exhibitions (pavilions), business to business exchanges, forums/business 

matching and exploration of industrial, trade and investment opportunities; the 



 
Second SABF meeting and High Level Dialogue between the Private Sector and the 

Ministers.  

 

Since August is just a few months from now, I would like to urge the private sector to 

take a lead in organisation the Industrialization Week and to come up with creative 

ideas on how to celebrate the Industrialization Week.  The discussions in the working 

groups should also start considering the issues that the private sector would like to 

raise with the Ministers in Swaziland and prepare fully to ensure that the meeting 

with the Ministers is fruitful.  

 

Since we are also in the process of developing the Action Plan for the SADC 

Industrialization Strategy, I would like to invite the private sector to provide input into 

this process to ensure that your concerns are also taken on-board. The Secretariat 

has also undertaken a study which profiles the mineral sector and identifies potential 

value chains as well as a feasibility study on regional manufacturing of medicines 

and commodities for HIV/Aids, TB and Malaria. This is also an opportunity for the 

private sector to provide their feedback on these studies to ensure that the critical 

issues of particular importance to the private sector are addressed.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, we all know the importance of infrastructure in economic 

development in general and in industrialisation in particular. In this context, we need 

to consider the key issues pertaining to transportation, water and energy and ensure 

that infrastructure development in these areas is undertaken in such a way that 

catalyses industrialization. The role of services and movement of people is also 

critical not only in industrialization but also in promoting regional economic 

integration. There is also a need to address the non-tariff barriers that are affecting 

trade and to put in place measures to facilitate trade and investment. We need to 

discuss these issues and provide practical solutions. 

 



 
The Secretariat fully appreciates the opportunity to engage with the private sector 

and looks forward to active engagement on the issues highlighted above in the 

various working groups. I wish you success in your deliberations.  

 

 


