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Many people say “They don't build homes like they used to”. So is this correct? Were older homes 
built any better than homes being built today? Was there real craftsmanship that we don't see 
anymore? In my experience, there is great variation in any era, but older can indeed often be 
“better”.  
 
In previous decades, quality materials like brick and hardwood were much more affordable. 
Craftsmen were carefully trained and apprenticed and homes were built to high standards.  
 
However, material and labour costs today have become much higher (proportionally) than they 
were in previous decades. In fact, housing would be even less affordable if houses today were built 
to older standards. Therefore, many modern contractors are under great pressure to build quickly 
and cheaply to just “get it sold”. They tend to find the cheapest materials possible and cut corners 
to stay on time and budget.  
 
Financial pressures have also had a huge impact on craftsmanship, as contractors cannot afford to 
hire skilled workers, so they’ve hire unskilled workers instead. In their rush to get houses built as 
cheaply and quickly as possible, major mistakes are often simply covered up (I’ve seen many 
examples of brand new homes with major defects in my career as a professional home inspector 
and Clients have walked away)…  
 
So, what does this mean for home buyers today? It means there is no guarantee that a new home 
will be built to any high standard; “Code” is just the MINIMUM standard. So, it’s more important 
than ever to hire a professional inspector to check out any home you're thinking of buying. 
 

Duxbury & Associates 
The Team of Home and Property Specialists 

 
Over the years, we’ve saved Thousands of  

Clients Many MILLIONS of dollars! 

http://glennduxbury-inspections.com/category/testimonial/
http://glennduxbury-inspections.com/category/testimonial/

