
Staff Interview with Ashley Zadravecz  
 
1.  How did you get involved with the FCCC? 
 
I became a chorister of FCCC when I was going into 8th grade. Being in the choir and experiencing all I did 
were some of the reasons that led me to major in music education at Western Connecticut State University. 
During my senior year of college, I had the opportunity to student teach with Jon Noyes and help out with a few 
choir sectionals during the year. The next year, I received a call from him asking if I would be interested in 
interviewing for one of the conductor positions. I was absolutely thrilled because my biggest dream was to one 
day become a conductor. Influencing my choristers the way that FCCC influenced me while I was younger is 
so special and I am so happy to be a part of it.  
  
2.  What are some of the factors which have inspired you to remain with the choir for two years? 
 
The Fairfield County Children’s Choir is such a great organization that Jon Noyes founded. It’s incredible to 
think how much this organization has grown since 1995, and how we now have more than 300 singers in the 
choir and are known around the world! Children who are a part of FCCC are hard-working, passionate and 
wonderful people who love to sing. To be able to teach kids who are so passionate about singing as I am is 
what makes me excited about coming back each year.  
 
3.  What do you most enjoy about the FCCC? 
 
My favorite part of FCCC is working with the children and making music together. Every year, a new group of 
children comes in to chorus who are eager to sing and learn in a choral setting. For many of them it is their first 
experience singing in a choir. My job is to get them excited about choral singing while also holding them up to 
high standards of repertoire and rehearsal techniques right from the start. It’s such a joy to watch the children 
grow over the years and watch their achievements as musicians. 
  
It is also such a pleasure to work with wonderful and talented musicians like Jon Noyes, Lisa Bettke, Kevin 
Cotellese, and Donna Beatty who are so passionate about music education and choral singing, as I am. I had 
Lisa Bettke as an elementary school music teacher at McKinley, I student taught at the elementary level with 
Jon Noyes and at the high school level with Kevin Cotellese. They are teachers and people who I completely 
trust and who give me the best advice as a beginning music teacher and conductor. I think we make a great 
team and I am so fortunate to work with some of my biggest mentors throughout the years. 
 
4.  What is your most memorable moment with the FCCC? 
  
My favorite moment so far as a conductor was the moment when I was conducting the last piece of the Sound 
of Music medley at my first FCCC Broadway Concert in 2014. “Climb Every Mountain” has such a powerful 
message and it was so surreal for me to be standing up there on stage conducting at my first FCCC concert. 
 
5.  Can you name a favorite song, or two or three? 
 
One of my favorite pieces is the Czech song “Hoj Hura Hoj” (O, Mountain, O). I remember first hearing the 
Chamber Singers perform this song during my first year of choir and then I had the chance to sing the piece 
years later. I think it is so neat that this piece is in Czech and that the choir is exposed to singing in such 
challenging languages. The middle section of this piece is my favorite; there are three soloists that sing their 
parts almost like an echo over the choir. The sound from the harmonies is so beautiful when you hear it 
altogether. 
 
My other favorite piece has always been “I’m Goin’ Up a Yonder.” I first sang this piece when I was in FCCC in 
8th grade. My Grandpa loved to sing and sang in my church choir – I think he’s where I got my love of singing! 
Shortly before my first FCCC performance he passed away. While I was on stage and singing this song with 
the choir, I became emotional and started to tear up. I remember thinking to myself, “You’re on stage 
performing, keep it together! You can’t cry!” But then I realized how significant that moment was and it was 
from that point that I began to understand how much of an effect music can have on people. It was such a 



memorable experience to be able to work on this piece with the choir and conduct it at the 20th Anniversary 
Spring Concert this past May.  
  
6.  What would you like our readers to know about FCCC that they might not be aware of? 
  
When the parents drop off their children at rehearsal every week, they become involved in a musical 
experience that is challenging, rewarding and enjoyable. What most people are not aware of are the hours of 
rehearsal time leading up to the final performance. That is where the real work is done and where some of the 
best moments happen. 
 
 


