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Upcoming Events 
 
 

LWVCC Annual Meeting 
Monday, May 2 

University Center 
 

LWVChicago Board Meeting 
Tuesday, May 10, 5:30 PM 

 

Social Policy Briefing 
Saturday, May 14, 10 to noon 

Room 430 
 

LWVChicago Annual Meeting 
Saturday, June 11 

9 AM to 1 PM 
Union League Club 

 S 

Please check the web site 
LWVChicago.org for additional 

scheduled committee meetings. 
 

Call 312-939-5949 or 
Email: League@LWVChicago.org 

For more information 
 

 

President’s Message 
 

Thank you to the State of the City 
Committee for a lovely event April 12. 
The SOC luncheon was a great success. 
The room was lovely, the food tasty, 
and the program excellent. The 
program, a discussion of connecting 
communities and their schools, 
engaged the audience. More about 

this event on page 3 of this Chicago Voter. 
 

Thank you, too, to the Education Committee whose research culminated in 
the material we considered in taking consensus on methods of selecting a 
school board in March. This research is now in a publication that is available 
on our web site. We have provided a copy to all attendees at the luncheon, 
every member of the Illinois Senate, Chicago Aldermen, other officials 
involved with the Chicago Public Schools and to those on our invitation list. 
 

We will adopt our consensus on methods of selecting members of a school 
board at our annual meeting June 11. Later this month you will receive the 

Annual Meeting Voter. Please plan to attend. 

Margaret 

Social Policy/Housing Briefing 
 

The Social Policy/Housing Committee will have a briefing/open meeting 
Saturday, May 14. There will be a panel discussion with of Dan Lesser, 
Economic Justice Director, Sargent Shriver Center for Law and Poverty; 
Samantha Tuttle, Director of Policy & Advocacy, Heartland Alliance; and Bob 
Palmer, Director of Policy, Housing Action of Illinois. 
 

Mr. Lesser will focus on the work of the 
Responsible Budget Coalition (which includes the 
Illinois and Naperville Leagues) in addressing the 
Springfield budget crisis which has resulted in no 
budget for 11 months, much less one that 
adequately funds social services, education and 
homelessness programs. Ms. Tuttle will address 
the impact of the lack of a budget for social 
services programs, and Mr. Palmer will look at the 
impact of the lack of a budget for homelessness 

and affordable housing programs. 
 

The Briefing is Saturday, May 14 from 10 AM to noon in Room 430. 
See the flyer on page 7 of this Chicago Voter. Please RSVP, 312-939-5949 or 
by email, to be put on the building security list. 

Herb Ziegeldorf 
 

 

http://www.lwvchicago.org/Study_Guide_April_2016.html
mailto:League@LWVChicago.org?subject=Social%20Policy%20Briefing


2 

Chicago in Focus 
 

On April 20 Chicago in Focus “Connecting 
Communities …Through Data and Words” featured 
presentations by Marilyn Halperin (Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater) and Kyla Williams (Smart 
Chicago Collaborative). There were about 30 
attendees at this last CiF for the League year. This 
series is co-sponsored by LWVChicago and the Union 
League Club. 
 

       
            Marilyn Halperin                  Kyla Williams 
 

With an emphasis on how their two organizations 
reach into Chicago’s neighborhoods, Halperin and 
Williams outlined programs that increase language 
skills and broaden knowledge about modern 
computer technology, information that is not always 
available to students when school budgets are tight. 
 

“That’s why they call them plays” was a phrase used 
by Halperin to explain why learning Shakespeare is 
about the enjoyment of language, ultimately 
increasing literacy skills. Through their Teach 
Shakespeare, Experience Shakespeare, and Chicago 
school partnerships, approximately 40,000 students 
as well as teachers are connected annually to the 
works of Shakespeare. And, by participating in arts 
education programs which give them first-hand 
experience as actors and musicians in actual 
performances, students build self-confidence toward 
broader civic engagement. 
 

Kyla Williams, who claimed not to be a techie, 
nonetheless is actively involved in gathering data 
about Chicago via the Smart Chicago Collaborative. 
Words such as “community-driven process” and 
“digital divide” highlight numerous efforts to connect 
young people and adults to modern technology for 
the purpose of understanding what is happening in 
their communities. If you don’t know how to 
“connect,” it’s more difficult to actively engage in 
public decisions.  
 

Two examples given were the Chicago Health Atlas 
and Healthy Chicago 2.0. With 30 goals, 82 objectives, 
and looking at 75 “indicators” that include infectious 
disease, violence, and teen birth rates, the purpose 

was to provide the public with specific information 
about their neighborhoods to achieve health equity 
by 2020. There is more information about Healthy 
Chicago 2.0 on page 5 of this Chicago Voter. 

Barbara Puechler 
 

Recycing Briefing 
 

On April 9 Chris Sauve of 
the Department of 
Streets and Sanitation 
spoke about Citywide 
recycling and the change 
in trash collection 
routes. 
 

In October 2013 the blue bin recycling system was 
fully implemented citywide. Recyclables are collected 
from residences with four or fewer units; over 
600,000 households. The City contracts with private 
companies to process the materials. The City benefits 
because recycled materials do not go into landfills. 
Three recycling facilities operated by private 
contractors process collected materials. Sorting is a 
highly mechanized process. The processing belts are 
300 to 400 yards long. Chicago receives no payment 
from the sale of processed materials. All recycled 
materials are to be placed into the blue bins without 
any paper or plastic bags.  
 

The City’s goal is to reduce costs. Since October 2011 
collections are made by trucks operated by Streets 
and Sanitation employees and by two contractors. 
Costs are compared to measure success in this goal. 
City trucks are operated by a driver and a laborer. 
 

Formerly, garbage collections routes were within 
ward boundaries. Between June 2012 and March 
2013, garbage collection routes were redrawn to 
provide a more efficient system. The City is divided 
into nine divisions. Benefits include staff knowing the 
area within which they work and residents knowing 
the collection schedules. Sauve’s presentation 
included maps showing before and after routes. All 
materials and presentations from the briefing are 
available on the LWVChicago web site. 
 

Don’t flush – 
Recycle 
Did you know that 
you can safely recycle 
your medicines 
(prescription and 
non-prescription) at 
any Chicago Police 

station and at many pharmacies? 

https://www.chicagoshakes.com/education/chicago_public_schools/cps_shakespeare/photo_gallery
https://www.chicagoshakes.com/education/chicago_public_schools/cps_shakespeare/photo_gallery
http://www.smartchicagocollaborative.org/
http://www.smartchicagocollaborative.org/an-infographic-of-internet-access-in-chicago/
mailto:csauve@cityofchicago.org?subject=Question%20about%20recycling
http://www.recyclebycity.com/chicago/guide
http://www.lwvchicago.org/files/chicago_garbage_grid_presentation_1.pdf
http://www.lwvchicago.org/Briefing_Materials.html
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State of the City Luncheon Report 
 
 

 
 

The State of the City Luncheon, Our City, Our Schools: 
Are They Working Together? took place on April 12 
with about 140 people attending. All attendees were 
given a copy of the study guide Options for 
Governance for the Chicago Board of Education. 
 

With Laura Washington moderating the event, the 
panelists: Jesse Ruiz, Dick Simpson, and Paul Vallas 
were forthcoming with their opinions of difficulties in 
the Chicago public schools. 
 

The first question "What happened to the trust?" 
According to Ruiz the briefing on the SUPES contract 
took place behind closed doors. Therefore, the public 
assumes management does not get challenged. 
Simpson said that often there are public meetings and 
petitions, but the general perception is that the Board 
does not listen. Vallas said many of the problems in 
CPS are man-made such as the pension holiday 
legislation, and funding is unfair and too little. In 
addition, the board itself has made some bad 
decisions. 
 

Laura's second question "What would you do to 
restore trust?" We should demand the Board's 
business be done in public and challenging the 
management said Ruiz. He continues to support an 
appointed board. 
 

According to Simpson, however, an elected school 
board would go a long way to restoring trust and 
would be a dramatic signal to the community that it 
has been heard and it is a new time. 
 

Vallas would recommend a hybrid board because a 
total elected board might be elected with only 5% 
voter turnout. He also believes that a school finance 
authority should be formed in order to establish 
stability. 
 

For the question, "Would CPS be better off if all the 
schools were charter schools?" The general answer 
was no. Vallas stated that the 120 charter schools that 
have been opened have created over-capacity. Good 
practice is needed in all schools. 

 

The final question Laura asked was "What more 
would you do?". Ruiz said that governance is not the 
problem, but the board needs to provide more 
transparency. 
 

Simpson feels that we need a new school finance 
authority provided there are new revenues. The 
governor wants to destroy everything, and that is not 
negotiable. Vallas felt that a school finance authority 
does not run the schools, it is limited to finance and 
ensuring a balanced budget. The state administration 
and the legislature should approve the members of 
the finance authority. The state, however, must 
improve resources and provide pension fairness for 
Chicago public schools. 
 

The study guide, written by the LWVChicago 
Education Committee, has been sent to all state 
senators, aldermen, state board of education 
members as well as Chicago Board of Education 
members. Press was in attendance at the luncheon. 
WGN, Catalyst Magazine and the Sun-Times reported 
on our luncheon. 
 

The guide is now available on our website. If you are 
interested in obtaining a copy of the guide, please call 
the office at 312-939-5949. 
 

The State of the City Committee thanks all those who 
attended and donated to make this luncheon 
successful. We especially thank our sponsors who 
helped make this event successful financially. 

Rae Sokolow 
 
 

 

 

Thank you to 

State of the City Sponsors 

 

Business Council of  

Chicago High School for 

Agricultural Sciences 

 

Margaret Herring 

 

Esta and Tom Kallen 

http://www.lwvchicago.org/Study_Guide_April_2016.html
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Unit Meetings 
Topic: Social Policy/Housing 

 
 
 

 

Far Southwest Side Unit – evening 
Wednesday, May 25 – 7 PM 

Home of Farah Baqai 
Leaders – Marcia Cowing, Betsy Perrine 

 

Hyde Park Unit– afternoon 
Thursday, May 26 – 1:30 PM 

Montgomery Place 
Leaders – Susan Hamburger, Dorothy Scheff 

 

Loop Unit – afternoon 
Wednesday, May 18 – 1:30 to 3 PM 

LWVChicago Conference Room 
Leaders – Norma Braude, Carol Ziegeldorf 

 

Loop Unit – evening 
Tuesday, May 17 – 5:30 PM 

LWVChicago Conference Room 
Leader – Margaret Herring 

 

Loop Unit – morning 
Thursday, May 19 – 10 AM 

LWVChicago Conference Room 
Leader – Bernice Fortini 

 

West Side Unit 
Sunday, May 15 – 1:30 PM 

Third Unitarian Church 
301 N. Mayfield, Chicago 

 
 
 

Welcome to New Members 
Sarah Brune 

James Dykehouse 
Karen Kolb Flude 

Diane Shapiro 
Ellie Wharton 

Laura Wharton 
 
 
 

2016 Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting of 
LWVChicago will be 
Saturday, June 11, from 9 
AM to 1 PM at the Union 
League Club. Lunch will 
follow the business 

meeting. The cost is $35. See the flyer on page 8 for 
details. We hope ALL our members can come! It’s not too 
early to register! 

 

Voter Service 
 

 

Deputy Voter Registrar Training 

LWVChicago members can take the training provided by 
the Chicago Board of Elections to become a Deputy Voter 
Registrar. Sessions are scheduled for: 

Wednesday, May 4 - 3:00 PM, 
Saturday, May 21 - 9:30 AM, 
Thursday, June 2 - 6:00 PM, and 
Wednesday, June 15 - 3:00 PM 
Saturday, June 25 - 9:30 AM 

 

Contact the office several days in advance of the class to 
be enrolled. 
 

If you would like to plan a voter registration activity, or 
help with one please contact the LWVChicago office. 
 

Become an Election Judge 
Consider applying to 
serve as an Election 
Judge for the 
November 8 General 
Election. Applications 
will become available 
in June. Several 
LWVChicago members 

serve as Election Judges; it is a long day for low pay but 
is a rewarding civic activity! 
 

Online Voter Registration 
 

Register any time 
anywhere with a smart 
phone for applicants 
who are in the Illinois 
Secretary of State’s data 
base. Share this web site 

(ova.elections.il.gov) with anyone needing to register. 
 

News from the Chicago Board of Elections 
 

The 53% voter turnout in 
Chicago on March 15 was high 
for a primary but not a record. 
There were about 33,000 same 
day registrations; about 24,000 
new registrations and about 

9,100 address changes. About 10,000 Provisional ballots 
were cast; about 50% of these were counted. 
 

Local issues matter; there were more votes cast in the 
Cook County State’s Attorney race than in the US Senate 
race. 

Helene Gabelnick 

mailto:League@LWVChicago.org?subject=Deputy%20VR%20Training
mailto:League@LWVChicago.org?subject=Voter%20Registration
ova.elections.il.gov
ova.elections.il.gov
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Health Care Report 
 

 

On March 29 the 
Chicago Department of Public Health (CDPH) launched 
its Healthy Chicago 2.0. 
 

This plan is a result of a comprehensive community 
assessment to improve health equity in Chicago. More 
than 1000 public health stakeholders and residents 
reviewed data to identify not only health outcomes, 
but also root causes of health. 
 

The plan is for this health equity to be achieved by 
2020, with the help of a multi-sector network of 
organizations such as healthcare providers, 
government agencies, social service providers, 
advocates, academic institutions, businesses, faith 
based organizations, and residents all being 
represented on the implementation teams. It is very 
data driven and updates and progress will be located 
on CDPH's website.  
 

The next step is to bring this plan directly to the 
community. The schedule of the six meetings planned 
is available. 
 

The LWVChicago Health Committee met to review the 
plan. We were impressed with the scope and the depth 
of the presentation materials. We agree with the focus 
that good health care is influenced by one’s economic 
status and access to resources. It is interesting that 
one’s zip code is more influential regarding one’s health 
than their genetic code. 
 

Our concern is how can such an ambitious plan succeed 
in the present economic situation in Chicago and 
Illinois? Grants are seed money and permanent funding 
is needed. Some examples of concern: 
The plan suggests: 

Increasing utilization of mental health treatment by 
10% - yet a few years ago Chicago closed half its mental 
health clinics. 

Reducing nonfatal shooting and violent crimes 
involving a gun by 20%, including programs that require 
increased training and involvement of city government 
and Chicago Public School employees - yet CPS is 
planning on laying off employees. 
 

This is a four-year plan, it is very data driven and CDPH 
plans on making it very transparent and to post updates 
and progress. The Health committee plans to continue 
to study and evaluate it and seek areas where LWV can 
be involved. 
 

 
One thing we recommend to our members is to ask 
their alderman if she/he is requesting that CDPH come 
to present this plan to the members of her/his ward as 
a way of seeking community input and involvement. 
Please let LWVChicago know the results of your 
contacts, so the Health Committee can follow up. 
 

Illinois General Assembly Bills 
Support HB5576 Contraceptive Coverage Act 
Ensures access to full range of contraception in all 
insurance plans, and, if patient's care provider 
prescribes a specific medication or method insurance 
must provide a 12-month supply without cost sharing. 
 

Support SB1564 Healthcare Right of Conscience Act 
Amends the Illinois Health Care Right of Conscience Act 
to ensure a patient’s right to medically accurate and 
complete information, including a referral, even 
though a provider has religious or moral objections.  
  

Current Cases before the Supreme Court 
A divided Supreme Court issued an order March 30 
directing both sides in Zubik et al. v. Burwell to file new 
briefs to determine the minimum plaintiffs must do in 
order to pay for contraception. A group of religious 
non-profits is challenging the HHS accommodation to 
exempt them from providing contraception in 
employee health insurance benefits. The court asked 
both sides to discuss a compromise. The court pointed 
out ways this could occur. According to the briefs filed 
by both sides on the deadline date, they did not agree 
with the compromise, and may be even further apart. 
The court now may be forced to rule. If there is a 4-4 
tie vote, there will then be different rules in place 
across the country since conflicting rulings were issued 
by the appellate courts. 
 

Whole Women's Health v. Hellerstedt challenges a 
Texas law imposing new medical regulations on 
abortion clinics, potentially closing 75% of facilities. The 
case is one of the most consequential in decades on the 
future of access to abortion. Currently 13 states have 
similar restrictions in place. In Illinois, LWVIL opposed 
bills filed with restrictions on abortion for the past six 
years; none came to a vote. Medical professional 
associations, in Texas and nationally, dispute 
Hellerstedt’s contention that the regulations would 
ensure the health and safety of women. Rather, the law 
would be harmful by putting unnecessary barriers to 
care, pushing an abortion into the second trimester. 

Margaret O’Hara 

http://www.cityofchicago.org/content/dam/city/depts/cdph/CDPH/HC2.0CommunityFlyer4222016.pdf
http://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/cdph/provdrs/healthychicago.html
mailto:League@LWVChicago.org?subject=Healthy%20Chicago
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LWVUS (LWV.org) 
 

 

After its spring meeting, the national Board of LWVUS 
announced the program for the upcoming biennium – 
Campaign for Making Democracy Work® – that will be 
recommended at Convention 2016. It also announced 
an updated position on Money in Politics that will 
replace the current Campaign Finance position. 
 

LWVUS also announced its 
support for legislation to 
reform the Federal Election 
Commission (FEC). These 
positions were based on 
consensus reached by 336 

local, state leagues and Interleague organizations. 
 

U.S. Supreme Court Reaffirms Total Population as 
Basis for Redistricting 
In a unanimous decision, the U.S. Supreme Court 
endorsed the current practice of drawing district lines 
based on the total number of people who live in a state 
legislative district in Evenwel v. Abbott. 
 

Opponents argued that redistricting should be based 
solely on the number of voters in a district. LWVUS 
submitted an amicus brief supporting the practice of 
drawing districts based on population counts. 
 
 

LWVIL (LWVIL.org) 
 

LWVIL Endorses Goals to End Illinois 
Budget Impasse 
Passing a budget is a basic task of 
government, and passing a budget 
which chooses revenue over cuts to 
human services is essential to the 
well-being of the citizens. We are 
deeply concerned that the budget 
impasse has caused harm to working 
families, to communities, to women, 

to people with physical disabilities, to children, to the 
mentally ill, and to seniors. We find this 
unconscionable. 
 

Therefore, LWVIL endorses the following goals:  

 an immediate end to the budget standoff that is 
harming children, families, communities and small 
businesses; 

  protection of vital services that children, families, 
communities, and our economy need to thrive; 

  preventing cuts to services that help working 
families, children, seniors, students, veterans, law 
enforcement officials, and people with disabilities; 

  modernizing and reforming the tax code to reflect 
our changing economy and ensure fairness in raising 
revenue to fund current and future investments. 
 

LWV Cook County 
(LWVCookCounty.org) 

 

As a member of LWVChicago, you are automatically a 
member of the Cook County League. There are several 
ways to become involved. You can join one of several 
Interest Groups: Structure and Budget of Cook County 
government; Health & Hospitals System; Criminal 
Justice; or the new one just forming, Affordable 
Housing/Segregation. 
 

There are also opportunities to observe and report on 
the Boards and Committee meetings of the Cook 
County and the Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District. The Voter Service Group recently worked with 
WTTW to produce an online Video Voter’s Guide for 
the primary, and is now looking toward the November 
election.  
 

For further information on how to get involved, phone 
312-030-5935, ext. 27 or check out the new web site. 

Pris Mims 
 

LWV Lake Michigan Region 
(LWVLMR.org) 

 

The 2016 Lake Michigan Region annual meeting will be 
held in Porter, Indiana October 14 and 15 at Spring 
House Inn. Cozy and one-of-a-kind Spring House Inn is 
close to Lake Michigan and in a beautiful setting. 
 

There will be three main themes: Cleaner Waters, 
Invasive Species, and the Art of the Park. 
 

All LWVChicago members also are members of the Lake 
Michigan Region League. So mark your calendar and 
save the date for a weekend full of great speakers and 
amazing field trips. 
 

Find all the details, including the registration form on 
the LWVLMR web site. 

 

The Chicago Voter 
League of Women Voters of Chicago 
332 S. Michigan Avenue, Suite 525 

Chicago, IL 60604 
312-939-5949, LWVChicago.org 

Email – League@LWVChicago.org 
 

Margaret Herring                President 
Helene Gabelnick             Vice President 
Pat Graunke                Vice President 
Esta Kallen                     Vice President 
Annie Logue              Vice-President 
Alice Perlin               Secretary 
Pat Vogtman            Treasurer 
Helene Gabelnick            Voter Editor 

http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=LzsPnUAwb8Y%2Fgv2MAmTknnv1ihCY%2BBeI
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=LzsPnUAwb8Y%2Fgv2MAmTknnv1ihCY%2BBeI
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=pBc0fiolFFSZhXhiHg%2FKC3v1ihCY%2BBeI
http://participate.lwv.org/c/10065/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=12211
http://lwv.org/press-releases/federal-election-commission-must-be-restructured
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=XnkteZ9nUtKB4xjWmyRzZHv1ihCY%2BBeI
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=6beRV329uTnqxj%2BW%2BnbNn3v1ihCY%2BBeI
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=VW37cbJFikXb%2Bn9KMUaDsXv1ihCY%2BBeI
http://www.lwvil.org/
http://www.lwvcookcounty.org/
http://www.lwvlmr.org/uploads/2/6/9/9/26992586/dirks_flyer_2016.pdf
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THE SPRINGFIELD BUDGET CRISIS AND THE SAFETY NET 

 

The Social Policy/Housing Committee of the League of Women Voters of 

Chicago presents a briefing/open meeting on the Springfield budget impasse 

and its impact upon the social safety net.  

Saturday, May 14 

10 AM to noon 

332 South Michigan Avenue 

Room 430 

 A briefing and panel discussion with: 

Dan Levine, Economic Justice Director, 

Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law 

Samantha Tuttle, Director of Policy & Advocacy, 

Heartland Alliance and 

Bob Palmer, Director of Policy, 

Housing Action of Illinois  
 

The panelists will address the fact that the State of Illinois has gone 11 months without a 

budget, much less one that adequately funds social services programs. They will discuss the 

efforts of the Responsible Budget Coalition in trying to mobilize a resolution of this budget 

crisis and propose remedies, as well as address the impacts the lack of a state budget has on 

social services, homelessness and affordable housing programs. 
  

Please RSVP by Thursday, May 12 or phone 312-939-5949 to be placed on the 

building Security List. 

mailto:League@LWVChicago.org?subject=May%20Briefing
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2016 
Annual Meeting 

League of Women Voters of Chicago 
 

Saturday, June 11, 2016 
9 am to 1 pm 

Check-in, Coffee: 9 am 
Business Meeting: 9:30 am to noon 

Luncheon Following 
 

Union League Club 
65 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Cost $35 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Reservations and payment due by Friday, June 8 
 

Pay online 
OR 

Return this portion with your check to: 
League of Women Voters of Chicago 

332 S. Michigan Ave. 
Suite 525, Chicago, IL 60604 

 
Name __________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Number of Reservations______ Contact information _________________________________ 

http://www.lwvchicago.org/Annual_meeting_2016.html

