
Oak Park River Forest High School Board 
April 28, 2016 
Mary Haley, Observer 
  
Present: Jeff Weissglass-President, Jackie Moore-Vice-President, Tom Cofsky, Steve Gevinson, Sara 
Dixon Spivy, Fred Arkin and Jennifer Cassell 
  
Mr. Weissglass called the meeting to order at 8:07 p.m. following an assembly to recognize the 
OPRFHS wrestling team that won the state championship and three OPRFHS students for their 
achievements in science competitions. 
  
Public Comments:  Several speakers voiced strong objections to the pool proposal made by Dr. 
Gevinson.  They felt that this plan had been considered and rejected in the past. 
  
Introductory Reports:  Jennifer Hoffman, Assistant Principal for Student Services, and members of 
the team presented a report outlining the successes of their services in the current academic year.  
The presentation included data on how student needs are being met more effectively and testimony 
from staff members on how the addition of an additional PSS team has allowed them to have more 
contact with all the students.  The presenters thanked the board for voting last year to fund a fifth PPS 
team.  For further details on this report, please go to the district’s website, http://www.oprfhs.org/
board-of-education/Agendas-Minutes-Packets.cfm 
  
Consent Items:  All items were passed unanimously. 
  
Discussion Items:  This portion of the agenda was moved forward to allow Cara Pavlicek, Oak Park 
Village Manager, to update the board on the I-290 Expanded Bridge Decking Intergovernmental 
Conversation. 
  
Action Items:  The board unanimously approved the implementation of Phase 3 of the 1:1 computer 
program.  This includes purchasing devices and deciding on which service provider to select.  Several 
options are being explored to allow students without home access to Wi-Fi to use their devices 
outside of the school day.  Two options are keeping the school open longer after school and asking 
community businesses to adopt a “Students Welcome Here” policy.  According to a survey, only about 
2% of students are without home Wi-Fi access. 
The board voted 5-2 not to consider Dr. Gevinson’s proposal to further explore the West Field option 
for the swimming pool.  Reasons for the opposition included concerns about the impact on other 
sports such as softball and tennis, uncertainties about working with the River Forest Park District to 
add tennis courts at Keystone Park and Mr. Weissglass’s doubts that the plan would not get support 
on the proposed referendum. 
The board discussed the adoption for first reading of Policy 7:305, Student Athlete Concussion and 
Head Injuries.  The new policy adds a protocol outlining a student’s return to learning.  Dr. Gevinson 
expressed concerns that the policy doesn’t adequately inform students and parents of the risks of 
concussions.  Dr. Moore agreed with these concerns.  Ms. Spivy asked if going beyond the state 
recommendation for the policy would leave the district liable if a student suffered a concussion.  Mr. 
Weissglass suggested that the board pass the policy for a first reading, but to also gather more 
information on best practices.  Dr. Isoye reminded the board that the administration has already been 
charged by the board to provide more research on a number of topics and that the administration can 
only do so much while still carrying out its primary duties. 

http://www.oprfhs.org/board-of-education/Agendas-Minutes-Packets.cfm


  
Election of Officers:  The board reelected its current officers by acclimation. 
  
The meeting was adjourned at 12:05. 
 


