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Regular Board Meeting, March 3, 2016, continued from February 18, 2016 
Joan Fiscella, Observer 
  
The meeting was held at the Hedges Administrative Center. 
Present: Commissioners Paul Aeschleman (President), Victor Guarino (Vice President); Sandy Lentz 
(Secretary); Kassie Porecca, David Wick (Treasurer).  Executive Director Jan Arnold.  Mark Burkland, 
Attorney. 
President Paul Aeschleman opened the meeting at 7:30 pm.  
  
Approval of the Agenda: 
The Board approved the agenda.  
  
         The meeting began with a presentation made by three students using their mockup of Austin          

Gardens.  Board members and other adults in attendance praised the presentation.  Among          the 
comments was the need to keep the new building on Forest at Lake at no more than 80          feet in 
order to allow sunlight in the Gardens. 

  
         Plans include providing ways for rainwater runoff to stay within the park. 
  
         One visitor noted that residents of the condo on the west side of Austin Gardens were not          notified 
of the burnoff of some growth in the Gardens.  Possibilities for communication were          suggested. 
  
Old Business 
A.     Recreation and Facility Program Committee: None 
B.     Buildings and Grounds/Facility Maintenance Committee: 
1.     Maple Park Bid Award Update 
The Park Board of Commissioners authorized the Executive Director, Jan Arnold, to engage Hacienda 
Landscaping, Plainfield, Illinois, for an amount not to exceed $1,143,481, for construction of the Maple Park 
Phase II project. 
  
2.     Longfellow Cisterns Contract Award Update 
The Park Board of Commissioners approved a contract with GLI Services, Inc. of Joliet, IL, for an amount 
not to exceed $144,884 for the installation of the Longfellow cisterns. 
  
3.     Conservatory Ventilation Update 
The Board of Commissioners approved a contract with Microgrow Greenhouse Systems, Inc. of Temecula, 
CA, for an amount not to exceed $78,500 for ventilation work at the Conservatory. 
  
4.     Solar Panel Contract Award 
The Park Board of Commissioners approved a contract with Windfree Solar, Inc of Chicago, IL for an 
amount not to exceed $59,980 for the installation of the solar panels at the new AGEEC [Austin Gardens 
Environmental Education Center]. 
C.     Administration and Finance Committee:  None  

New Business 

http://www.pdop.org/
http://www.pdop.org/about/park-board/


Closed Session 
  
         Adjournment 

Park District of Oak Park Board of Commissioners 
March 17, 2016 
Marilyn Cantisano, Observer 
Park District of Oak Park www.pdop.org  

The meeting was held at the Hedges Administrative Center. 
Present: Commissioners Paul Aeschleman (President), Victor Guarino (Vice President); Sandy Lentz 
(Secretary); Kassie Porreca, David Wick (Treasurer). Executive Director Jan Arnold. 
President Paul Aeschleman opened the meeting at 7:30 pm. 

Approval of the Agenda: 
The Board approved the agenda. 
Visitor/Public Comments: 
None 
Consent Agenda – Commissioner Victor Guarino 
The Board of Commissioners approved the Consent Agenda, which included the Cash and Investment 
Summary and Warrants and Bills for the month of February, 2016; Committee of the Whole Meeting, and 
Regular Board Meeting February, 2016; approval of the Austin Gardens Master Plan and the approval of the 
Executive Director’s Contract. 
Staff Reports: 
·A. Executive Director’s Report. 
Work moves forward on Austin Gardens with landscaping.  Opening is set for June 11. 
On April 29 at 1pm there will be an Arbor Day celebration at Austin Gardens.  Representative Lilly and 29 
Middle School Students will be present, and two trees will be planted. 
The Park District is working with the Village to have 4 pieces of Public Art installed in Mills Park for 2016 
There will be an Egg Hunt Saturday March 19 at Taylor Park: 9,10 &11am for children, noon for dogs 
There are plans for controlled burning at Lindberg and Taylor Parks.  When dates are established, residents 
surrounding the park will be made aware. 
Updates and Information from Staff –No additional reports 
Old Business 
A.   Recreation and Facility Program Committee: None 
B.    Buildings and Grounds/Facility Maintenance Committee. 
In the 2016 planning process, all seven Neighborhood centers are being looked at by a consultant, including 

their condition, electric, roofing, plumbing, renovations and replacements needed and the cost. 
        C. Administration and Finance Committee - Commissioner Wick 
New Business 
1.    WSSRA Annual Update 
Marianne Birko, Executive Director of West Suburban Special Recreation, said this organization is 

celebrating 40 years of service and cooperation with communities and participants. She gave a 
report on the accomplishments and offerings of this organization this past year including Special 
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Olympics, day camps, and scholarships to participants.  It is also an employer of youth. It has 
offered over 600 programs and served over 800 individuals.  

A WRRSA participant, Eddie, and his mom, Kathy Morgan, were present to tell of their positive experiences 
with the organization.  Eddie was very proud to show he had won 10 medals at the Special 
Olympics this year! 

2.    Greening Advisory Committee (GAC) Annual Update 
Chris Wollmuth reported the committee this year has been working on gaining broader knowledge on the 

greening issues. Along with Patti Staley, it is concentrating its efforts on recycling, reusing water 
and testing alternatives to weed control. It is finding much cooperation in the community, in 
particular with teachers at the schools. It is in need of one more citizen member. 

3.    Friends of the OP Conservatory (FOPCON) Annual Update 
Ellen Kurner, president of FOPCON, told of the successes of the organization this year. It is working more 

closely with conservatory staff, sponsoring programming and encouraging the use of the 
conservatory by toddlers, children and adolescents.  In addition, its adult program, Uncorked, 
continues to be popular and an excellent way to encourage residents to “get to know” the 
conservatory, while enjoying a glass of wine and light appetizers. The annual plant sale will take 
place the weekend of April 29-May 1. 

FOPCON was founded in 1986 and on September 10, 2016 there will be a celebration of its 30th 
anniversary. 

4.    Oak Park Conservatory Operations Annual Report 
Patti Staley, Director of Horticulture and Conservatory Operations, gave the report. This is her second year 

in this position, and she sees the staff finding a balance and becoming a team.  There is increased 
networking in the Chicago area and with other conservatories.  Programing and events have been 
successful and well attended.  Looking forward, she sees increased rentals, offering of a children’s 
birthday party package (very popular) and increased hours (open later on Thursday evenings and 
holidays). The re-done Mediterranean Room will be opening soon. 

  
Commissioners’ Comments 
Commissioner Lentz: 
Impressed with how well everything is going for the Festival Theater.   
Commissioner Wick 
Is watching how parks can continue to serve residents in spring and summer.  Also wants to be aware of 
what the impact of new condos and many more residents will have on the park use. 
Commissioner Guarino 
Is noticing how many residents are out and how well used the turf fields and grass fields are 

Commissioner Porreca 
Recognized the importance of the Special Olympics and its athletes   
President Aeschleman 
Noted the interaction of the parks and programs as the weather warms 
Closed Session -8:45pm 
Motion to convene in closed session under 2(c)(2) to consider collective negotiating matters between the 
District and its employees or their representatives. 
Adjourn Meeting—No further business conducted.  Meeting was adjourned at 9:26. 
 


