
Village of Oak Park Board of Trustees 
December 7, 2015 
  
Maria Jepson, Observer 
7:30 Open Session 
  
In attendance:  Village President Anan Abu-Taleb,  Trustees Glenn Brewer, Adam Salzman, 
Collette Lueck, Robert Tucker, Peter Barber, Andrea Ott. 
  
Non Agenda Public Comment: 
Representatives from both sides of the question surrounding the placement of the new OPRF 
swimming pool spoke.  Those opposed to the chosen location were focused on the question 
of where parking will be available if the existing garage is torn down to build the pool.  Those 
in favor of the chosen location cited the exhaustive work done by the school board committee 
to find a suitable site.  A student who uses the pool reports that he has cuts on the bottoms of 
his feet due to the broken tiles at the bottom of the pool, and a father discussed the value of 
the sports programs, which he credits for helping his son succeed. 
  
After all speakers were finished. President Abu-Taleb spoke to audience members reminding 
them that all boards are comprised of smart, dedicated people.  He also said that Oak Park is 
known to have good schools and attracts people for that reason. He agreed that the parking 
question is an issue that must be worked out, and he urged everyone to remain respectful of 
each other and to have happy holidays. 
  
On a different topic, a representative of a group interested in the preservation of significant 
buildings asked that the board draft a letter to Congressman Davis to support a resolution to 
preserve and make repairs to Oak Park’s main post office. 
  
Presentation: 
The Respiratory Health Association recognized Oak Park for adding electronic cigarettes to 
the definition of “smoke or smoking”.  The use of electronic cigarettes is now prohibited in 
places of employment, indoor public spaces and within 15 feet of a public entrance.  The 
Village was awarded a plaque proclaiming Oak Park as a “Lung Champion”. 
  
Second Reading: 
The proposition to increase permit fees for restaurants offering outdoor seating was allowed 
to die.  Trustee Lueck felt that the idea should be revisited next year; Trustee Barber felt that it 
is appropriate for everyone to share in the pain of the fee increases. 
  
An ordinance to increase fees for minor traffic violations, parking and vehicle license 
violations was passed.  These fees will become effective July 1, 2016 in order to provide 
notice to citizens and to allow staff to change the outdated ticket books. 
  



A $20.00 increase in the fee for vehicle licenses (stickers) for passenger cars and other 
vehicles was passed.  The motion also eliminates the online discount, but leaves some 
categories unchanged including discounts for senior citizens. 
  
A new environmental fee increases the fees charged for refuse collection, disposal and 
recycling.  This fee also helps defray the cost of alley resurfacing.  Motion passed. 
  
Consent agenda: 
An item asking for a motion to approve a Citizen Commission work plan was removed.  The 
remaining items were approved. 
  
Regular Agenda: 
An ordinance was proposed to issue $9,000,000 in general obligation corporate bonds to fund 
the first two years of the $20 million streets and alleyway program and to fund the Harrison 
street lighting project.  Motion passed. 
  
An ordinance declaring surplus revenue from the environmental services fund and parking 
fund be distributed to the Village’s general fund was proposed.  Doing so will improve the 
cash position of the Village and will encourage a healthy bond rating.  Motion passed. 
  
An ordinance amending the FY 2015 budget passed.  New appropriations are recommended 
when a reasonable operational need exists.  Whenever possible, new requests are offset by 
reductions in spending elsewhere. 
  
The Village of Oak Park’s 2015 property tax levy ordinance was passed. 
  
Final adoption of the FY2016 budget was passed after review with the Finance committee, 
and public hearings were held. 
  
A motion to hold public hearings for text amendments to the Zoning Ordinance for the 
purpose of modifying only the Madison Street zoning regulations was proposed.  The village 
planner stated that this is the first step in updating the zoning regulations.  The goal is to 
establish a core retail zone between Home and East avenues.   Motion passed. 
  
Meeting adjourned: 9:04pm. 
  
For additional information on Village Board of Trustees meetings, please go to www.oak-
park.us/village-board-agendas-minutes.

http://www.oak-park.us/village-board-agendas-minutes

