
Village of River Forest 
Board of Trustees 
January 25, 2016 
Observer:Jane Schlichting 

PRESENT:  President Adduci,  Trustees:  Cargie,  Corsini,  Dwyer,  and  Gibbs. 
ABSENT:  Trustees Collwell-Steinke,  and  Conti 
ALSO PRESENT:  Village Administrator Eric Palm,  Village Clerk Sharon Halperin, and  Village 
Attorney Lance Malina. 

Board Packets are available at http://www.vrf.us for the January 25 Board meeting.    Also, audio of 
the meeting is available online. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS:  none 

COMMENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Grant application for  the underpass was not approved. 
Trustee Corsini clarified her vote for the Proposed Text Amendment for Zoning Ordinance, she 
explained that her vote was only to move the process along.   It was pointed out that Proposed Text 
Amendment will come back to the Board for final approval. 

PUBLIC  HEARING  
The Village's use of the Debt Service Extension Base to issue a bond:  Eric Palm briefly described 
the advantages and the process that the Village could utilize with DSEB in issuing and purchasing a 
$500,000 bond.   No comments were made by residents.  (Board Packet page 2 - 5) 

CONSENT  AGREEMENT 
  a.  Village Board Regular Meeting Minutes - January 11, 2016  
        (Board Packet pages 5 - 13). 
  b.  Executive Session Meeting Minutes - January 11, 2016. 
  c.  Amend Title 9 of the Village Code for a Drop-Off Zone at 7575 Lake Street -  
       Ordinance  
   d.  Village Administrator Report  ( Board Packet page 17). 

Motion passed to approve items a, b, and d of the Consent Agenda. 

For “item c”  it was explained that the manager from the Centennial House Condominium made a 
request to make a short distance, adjacent with the front door of the building,  as a "No Parking 
Zone"  for a drop-off and pick-up zone.  Trustee Gibbs stated a concern that by approving "item c" 
this would preclude public input.  It was pointed out that this was a straight forward request and that 
the trustees have the option of not approving change.  The trustees approved " "item c" of the 
Consent Agenda  (Board Packet pages 14 - 16). 

ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  COMMISSION  

http://www.vrf.us/


The trustees approved the motion to accept the North Avenue and Madison Street Market Analysis 
Report. 

Dan Gardner from Houseal Lavinge  &  Associates made a presentation of a market analysis of the 
North Avenue and Madison Street corridors.   The purpose of this report is to assess the market 
potential of the North Avenue and Madison Street corridors.  The  analysis includes the following 
areas:  
Demographic analysis:  population -  slight decline,  income - projected higher income than 
surrounding areas,  employment - stable, education represents the largest employment segment, 
  housing -  primarily detached single family units,  competitive market - reviewed retail in connection 
with consumer demands and oversupply and undersupply,  Madison Street - is not a good corridor 
location for retail development,  North Avenue - lot depths and and closeness to residential areas 
seriously prevents the development potential.  In conclusion, there are market opportunities on 
North Avenue and Madison Street, but the Village will need to provide some financial assistance. 
          ( Board Packet pages 18 - 39). 
The President and Trustees commented that the conclusion of the report was not a surprise; 
President Adduci indicated a  desire for a downtown or central business district for River Forest and 
the possibility of a white table cloth restaurant.  Other questions:  status of northeast corner of North 
and Harlem,  property vacancy rate on par with adjacent communities, 27% housing is multi-family, 
parking on North Avenue,  and possibility of diagonal parking.   

The meeting was adjourned to Executive Session.


