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Upcoming Events 
 

Education Committee 
Friday, October 2, 1 PM 

 

Social Policy/Housing Committee 
Tuesday, October 6, 10 AM 

 

State of the City Plan Committee 
Tuesday, October 6, 10 AM 

 

LWVChicago Board Meeting 
Tuesday, October 13, 5:30 PM 

 

League in your Neighborhood 
Tuesday, October 20, 7 PM 

Sulzer Regional Library 
 

Health Care Briefing 
Saturday, November 7, 10 AM 

 
 

Call 312-939-5949 or 
Email: League@LWVChicago.org 

For more information 
 

 

President’s Message  

October – Columbus Day and Hallowe’en. 
 

Don’t let the US Constitution consensus 
questions – or the possibility of a Constitutional 
convention scare you. Participate in the 
consensus by attending a unit meeting where 
members will address parts two and three of 
this important LWVUS National study. These 
are the conduct of a Constitutional convention 
and how LWVUS would put into practice the 
consensus should a call to convention ever 

issue. It could be a brave new world and LWVUS needs direction from its 
members. 
 

From wigs and powdered hair to the electronic age. In recent years the US 
and Illinois Leagues issue calls to action directly to members via e-mail. How 
are we as individual members responding? Are we calling, e-mailing, or 
writing a letter to a legislator? To the Governor? Sending a comment on a 
proposed regulation? What responses do we receive from our elected 
officials? 
 

Back in the days of phone trees and inserts in the Voter, we had direct 
contact with one another. We had a sense of what members were thinking 
and doing about an issue. Now things are up in the ether. I believe that LWV 
provides members valuable information about issues that are of concern 
and are being decided now. How are we responding to e-mail calls to 
action? Is there something that LWVChicago can do for its members to 
support taking action? Would you e-mail the Chicago League to let us know 
about your own response to e-mailed calls to action and how elected 
officials respond to you? 

 

Communications Committee 
LWVChicago sends communications to its 
members in many ways. We have a Web 
page, two email accounts (President and 
League), the Chicago League Weekly, 
Facebook, Twitter and, of course, the 
monthly Chicago Voter. We also use snail 
mail and the telephone! 

 

A Communications Committee meeting will be scheduled in November to 
review how these means are used, develop guidelines and seek to improve 
our communications. 
 

If you are interested in volunteering for this committee (or have some 
suggestions) respond to this request. Please indicate the days and times you 
would be available to meet. 
 

 

Margaret 

mailto:League@LWVChicago.org?subject=Action%20Information
LWVChicago.org
LWVChicago.org
mailto:League@LWVChicago.org?subject=Communications
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Voter Service 
Registering Voters  
 

Four LWVChicago members 
assisted with voter registration 
in the lobby at 332 S Michigan 
on National Voter Registration 
Day, September 22. Although 
only six registrations were 
submitted they answered many 
questions and provided 
election information. 

 

Other registration events will be planned at Roosevelt 
University and several Chicago High Schools before the 
Primary Election in March. 
 

Deputy Registrar Training 
Members can take the training provided by the 
Chicago Board of Elections to become a Deputy Voter 
Registrar. Sessions are scheduled for:  

Wednesday, October 7, 3 PM 
Saturday, October 17, 9:30 AM 
Thursday, October 29, 6 PM  

Contact the office several days in advance to be 
enrolled a training session.  
 

Election Calendar 2016 
 

March 15 Primary 

 Dec. 16 – Mar.10: Apply for mail ballot 

 Feb 4 – Mar. 14: Early voting at Board of Elections 

 Feb. 16: Last day for regular voter registration 

 including online at ova.elections.il.gov 

 Feb. 17 – Mar. 14: Grace Period registration 

 must vote at same time 

 Feb. 29 – Mar. 14: Early Voting at selected sites 

 March 15: Election Day 

  may also register and vote at polling place; 
 first time for election day registration 

 

November 8 General Election 

 Aug. 10 – Nov. 3: Apply for mail ballot 

 Sept. 29 – Nov 7: Early voting 

 at Board of Elections 

 Oct. 11: Last day for regular voter registration 

 including online at ova.elections.il.gov 

 Oct. 12 – Nov. 7: Grace Period registration 

  must vote at same time 

 Oct. 24 – Nov. 7: Early Voting at selected sites 

 Nov. 8: Election Day  

 may also register and vote at polling place 

Moderator Training 
 

The League of 
Women of Illinois is 
sponsoring two 
training sessions for 
anyone interested in 
becoming a 
candidate forum or 
debate moderator. 

You will learn or refresh your memory on best practices 
to be an effective debate/forum moderator. 
 

Sessions are being held on Saturday, October 17 in 
Deerfield and Saturday, October 24 in Wheaton. 
 

Contact LWVIL for specific information and to register 
for one of the sessions. 
 

Chicago in Focus 
The topic for the Wednesday, November 18 Chicago in 
Focus will be “Why Child Care Is Important in Chicago.” 
A documentary will be shown featuring working 
parents and caregivers, members of the Committee on 
Child Care in Chicago and Nancy Nyman of Illinois 
Action for Children will speak. 
 

These programs, from 5 to 7 PM, are presented in 
partnership with the Union League Club and meet at 65 
W. Jackson. 
 

LWVUS Study                   
Constitutional Amendment 

 

Several units discussed the first part of this LWVUS 
study and reached consensus at their September 
meetings. The members will continue with the second 
portion in October. Even if you were unable to attend 
the first meeting you can still fully participate in 
October. 
 

The second part to be considered deals with the 
mechanics of a Constitutional Convention, whether 
LWVUS should support or oppose a Constitutional 
Convention and proposed amendments. 
 

The consensus questions and an abridged LWVUS Study 
Guide are available on the LWVChicago web site. 
 

 

mailto:MaryS@LWVIL.org?subject=Moderator%20Training
http://files.ctctcdn.com/f257eb8e001/4c269189-caba-480b-8da6-522584e75dcb.pdf
http://www.lwvchicago.org/Briefing_Materials.html
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League in Your Neighborhood Program 
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Stormwater from the Ground Up 
 

Does it seem like our streets 
and basements are flooding 
more and more often? 
They are! Why? What are some 
of the environmental effects of 
flooding? 

 

What can be done about it?  What can we do about it? 
 

To learn the answers to these and other related 
questions, all are invited to the “League in Your 
Neighborhood” program at the Sulzer Regional Library 
Community Room, 4455 N. Lincoln, Chicago on 
Tuesday, October 20 at 7 pm in the. Krista Grimm, Vice 
President of the League of Women Voters Lake 
Michigan Region and Co-chair of the Water Committee 
for the Sierra Club Chicago, will be the featured 
speaker. 
 

Some of you may have attended a similar program 
presented by Krista last year at a Saturday briefing, and 
so you know Krista is an excellent speaker who is able 
to clearly articulate the issues and solutions. 
 

The Chicago League is sponsoring this “The League in 
Your Neighborhood” program with the intention to 
reach people who live in the northeast side of Chicago. 
All are invited, but we hope that, in particular, our 
members in the area will come and bring their friends 
and neighbors to learn about this important topic while 
we also introduce them to the League and what it 
offers. 
 

We hope to offer more “League in Your Neighborhood” 
programs in other parts of Chicago in the future. 
 

See and share the flyer on page 6 of this Chicago Voter. 

Pris Mims 

HealthCare Report 
 

Illinois Budget Issues 
At the present time, despite the lack of a budget, 
because of consent decrees and court orders, Medicaid 
charges are being paid by the State. However, because 
of the budget stalemate, many other health related 
programs have no funding, and so are not functioning. 
These programs include breast and cervical cancer 
screening, family planning at local health departments, 
epilepsy program grants, HIV/AIDS testing, education 
and counseling, sickle cell screening, substance abuse 
treatment, and sudden infant death program that 
provides preventive equipment and education. 

Affordable Care Act 
Enrollment period for the ACA for 2016 is from 
November 1, 2015 through January 31, 2016. In 2016 
penalty for not having health insurance is 2.5% of the 
yearly family income, or $695 per person and $347.50 
for each child under 18 years, whichever is higher. 
 

Prices for insurance are projected to increase this year. 
However, according to a study by the Kaiser Family 
Foundation, while some insurance companies have 
increased their charges others have not, so consumers 
should shop around on the ACA website. 
 

Get Covered Illinois 
provides for enrollment in 
ACA in Illinois. For the first 
two years of the ACA it 
received federal funds, 
however those funds have 

now ended, and so much of the staff has been cut. It 
has been absorbed by the Department of Insurance, 
they will maintain the website, the help desk, and the 
in person assistance program. 
 

Federal Legislation 
Senator Mark Kirk has introduced two health related 
bills. S1566 Cancer Drug Parity Act, that would require 
insurance companies pay the total cost of new oral 
cancer medication, and would limit out of pocket costs. 
S1466 Ensuring Equal Access to Treatment Act, would 
ensure that seniors with an illness would have access 
to the most up to date treatments, and not have to only 
receive older, less expensive, and less effective 
treatments. Both bills are in committee. 

 

Health Care Costs 
The Kaiser Family Foundation's latest Employer Health 
Benefit Survey shows that in 2015 premiums for 
employer sponsored health insurance increased about 
4%, continuing a 10 year trend. 
 

Since 2005 premiums have risen an average of 5%. 
However, the rise in deductions is skyrocketing. Since 
2010 the share of workers with deductibles, and the 
size of the deductible have increased sharply. There has 
been a 67% increase in deductibles, much higher than 
the increase in premiums (24%), and about seven times 
the increase in workers’ wages (10%), and inflation 
(9%). Because of this consumers do not feel any 
slowdown in healthcare spending. 
 

The survey also noted that many employers are tying 
financial incentives to employees’ participation in 
health and wellness programs. 
The briefing (open meeting) on Health Care will be on 
November 7 from 10 to noon. 

Margaret O'Hara 

http://kff.org/health-costs/press-release/employer-family-health-premiums-rise-4-percent-to-17545-in-2015-extending-a-decade-long-trend-of-relatively-moderate-increases/
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Unit Meetings 
Topic: LWVUS Study       

Constitutional Amendment 
hu 

 

Far Southwest Side Unit – evening 
Wednesday, October 21 – 7 PM 

Home of Marcia Cowing 
Leaders – Marcia Cowing, Betsy Perrine 

 

Hyde Park Unit – afternoon 
Thursday, October 22 – 1:30 PM 

Montgomery Place 
Leaders – Susan Hamburger, Dorothy Scheff 

 

Loop Unit – afternoon 
No meeting Scheduled 

LWVChicago Conference Room 
Leaders – Norma Braude, Carol Ziegeldorf 

 

Loop Unit – evening 
Tuesday, October 20 – 5:30 PM 
LWVChicago Conference Room 

Leader – Margaret Herring 
 

Loop Unit – morning 
Thursday, October 15 – 10 AM 
LWVChicago Conference Room 

Leader – Bernice Fortini 
 

West Side Unit 
Sunday, October 4 – 1:30 PM 

Third Unitarian Church 
301 N. Mayfield, Chicago 

Leader – Joan Morton 
 

 

Welcome to New Members 
Rebecca Janowitz 

Beata Welsh  
 

 

 

LWVChicago Membership Renewal 
 

A big Thank You to all Chicago 
Leaguers who have already 
renewed their memberships for 
this 2015-16 fiscal year. If you have 
not yet responded to the renewal 
notice please renew ASAP. Dues 
are $75 per individual and $120 per 

household. For your convenience, you can renew 
online or send your check to the office. 

Bernice Fortini

 

Donations 
THANK YOU to the following member who has made a 
donation to the LWVChicago Education Fund. 

 

Education Committee 
The Education Committee will 
meet on Friday, October 2 at 
1:00 pm in the league office. 
 

Anyone interested in the 
Chicago Public Schools who 
would like to help the 
committee as it gathers 

information is welcome to join the committee. 
 

The committee is looking into elected boards vs. 
appointed boards in cities across the country as part of 
the study on the selection of the Board of Education 
members in Chicago. 
 

Rae Sokolow, committee chair, presented the 
LWVChicago position on Charter Schools at the 
September 29 Chicago Board of Education Meeting. 

Rae Sokolow 
 

Social Policy/Housing Committee 
The Social Policy/Housing 
Committee will meet 
Tuesday, October 6 at 10 
AM in the LWVChicago 
office. The purpose of the 
meeting is to plan the 
committee’s activities for 

this coming year. All interested members are welcome. 

Herb Ziegeldorf 
 

State of the City Planning Committee 
The State of the City 
Planning Committee 
will meet on Tuesday, 
October 6 at 10 AM in 
the LWV office 
Conference Room. 
 

The committee will be 
discussing scheduling, 

possible topics, format and organizing procedures for 
this important fund raising event for the LWVChicago 
Education Fund. All interested members are welcome. 

Bernice Fortini 

George Bogert 

http://www.lwvchicago.org/Renew_membershp.html
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LWVUS (LWV.org) 
 

Take Action 
Support the EPA’S Methane Pollution Regulation 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) has proposed 
the first-ever proposed 
pollution standard for new 
and modified oil and gas 
facilities. This is a big deal – 
right now, the oil and gas 
industry is leaking millions of 

tons of methane and other toxic chemicals into the air. 
The proposed rule would help rein them in. 
 

Contact the EPA’s administrator, Gina McCarthy, you 
support the regulation to mitigate climate change and 
protect the air we breathe by cutting methane 
emissions. 
 

This regulation is a critical part of President Obama’s 
Climate Action Plan to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 
more than 40 percent by 2025. Throughout the 
country, methane and other harmful substances are 
released and allowed to leak from wells, compressors 
and pipelines, among other sources throughout the oil 
and gas sector. Methane emissions from the oil and gas 
sector are substantial – about one-third of total U.S. 
methane emissions. Tightly regulating this methane is 
absolutely critical to reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions and protecting public health. And cutting 
methane emissions will save energy since escaping 
natural gas is composed mainly of methane. 
 

These regulations are an important step forward to 
protect public health and our planet. Thank the EPA for 
their efforts to protect our children by cutting methane 
emissions. 
 

Curbing methane is a “win-win-win-win” that can save 
fuel, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, improve air 
quality and improve pipeline safety. Doing so is a 
critical near-term step toward implementation of the 
Climate Action Plan and continued U.S. leadership on 
climate protection and healthier air. 
 

The EPA has begun accepting public comments on this 
proposal. As the oil and gas industry prepare an army 
of lobbyists and lawyers to oppose the rule, we have to 
make sure pro-environment voices are heard, loud and 
clear at the EPA. Join the League of Women Voters and 
thank Administrator McCarthy for protecting public 
health and our environment, and tell the EPA that you 
support a strong methane pollution standard. 
 
 
 

LWVIL (LWVIL.org) 
Budget Impasse Actions 

The Issues Committee spent considerable time 
discussing the impact of the budget impasse on our 
state services and institutions and ways LWVIL and its 
members can make a difference. Contact your local 
legislators regularly to ask what they have been doing 
to try to solve this problem. 
 

LWV Cook County 
(cookcounty.il.lwvnet.org) 

Members of LWVCookCounty attend many of the Cook 
County government meetings. You can read their 
reports on the observer blog. 

 

LWV Lake Michigan Region 
(LWVLMR.org) 

 

Keep up with the activities from the just concluded 
annual conference.  

 

LWV Upper Mississippi River Region 
 

A new interleague 
organization to pursue 
protecting the Upper 
Mississippi River Basin has 
just formed and 
LWVChicago has joined! All 
of our members are 
members as well! They will 
have their first annual 
meeting on October 24 in 
Dubuque, Iowa. 
 

The Chicago Voter 
League of Women Voters of Chicago 
332 S. Michigan Avenue, Suite 525 

Chicago, IL 60604 
312-939-5949, LWVChicago.org 

Email – League@LWVChicago.org 
 

Margaret Herring               President 
Helene Gabelnick          Vice President 
Pat Graunke           Vice President 
Esta Kallen             Vice President 
Annie Logue           Vice-President 
Alice Perlin               Secretary 
Pat Vogtman              Treasurer 
Helene Gabelnick         Voter Editor 

mailto:a-and-r-Docket@epa.gov?subject=Docket%20ID%20no.%20EPA-HQ-OAR-2010-0505
http://www.cookcountyobserver.blogspot.com/
http://www.lwvlmr.org/
http://www.lwvil.org/uploads/1/5/9/8/15985276/upper_mississippi_river_region_linked.pdf
http://www.lwvil.org/uploads/1/5/9/8/15985276/upper_mississippi_river_region_linked.pdf
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The League in Your Neighborhood 
 

STORMWATER: 
FROM THE GROUND UP 

 
 
 

Does it seem like our streets and basements are 

Flooding more and more often? 

They are!  Why? 

 

What are some of the environmental effects of flooding? 

What can be done about it? 

What can we do about it? 
 

All Are Invited 
 

To Learn the Answers to These 
and Other Questions 

 

Tuesday, October 20, 2015 
7 pm 

Sulzer Regional Library 
Community Room 

4455 N. Lincoln, Chicago 
 

Sponsored by 
 

The League of Women Voters of Chicago 
 
 
Chicago Public Library 
 
 

For more information, contact the League at 312-939-5949, 
League@LWVChicago.org, or www.LWVChicago.org 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:League@LWVChicago.org
http://www.lwvchicago.org/

