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Luther	  and	  the	  Princes	  
Ground	  breaking	  exhibition	  of	  Martin	  Luther	  and	  his	  political	  allies	  –	  their	  power	  and	  

collections.	  	  
	  

Luther	  and	  the	  Princes	  is	  the	  first	  of	  four	  national	  special	  exhibitions	  that	  mark	  the	  500th	  
Anniversary	  of	  Luther	  and	  The	  Reformation.	  	  This	  groundbreaking	  exhibition	  takes	  place	  
until	  October	  31	  this	  year	  in	  Hartenfels	  Castle	  in	  Torgau	  –	  Germany’s	  largest	  preserved	  
Renaissance	  castle	  located	  majestically	  above	  the	  shoreline	  of	  the	  Elbe	  River.	  	  	  
	  
Nearly	  500	  years	  ago,	  on	  October	  31,	  1517,	  Martin	  Luther	  nailed	  his	  95	  Theses	  to	  the	  church	  
door	  in	  Wittenberg.	  	  His	  actions	  began	  a	  movement	  that	  has	  shaped	  the	  world	  we	  know	  
today	  and	  created	  the	  Protestant	  Church.	  	  Luther	  rejected	  several	  of	  the	  Catholic	  Church’s	  
teachings	  and	  opened	  the	  door	  for	  a	  religion	  that	  was	  accessible	  to	  the	  common	  people	  by	  
translating	  the	  Bible	  into	  German	  from	  Latin	  and	  standing	  against	  the	  sale	  of	  indulgences	  –	  a	  
practice	  of	  ensuring	  one	  salvation	  through	  extra	  donations	  to	  the	  Church.	  	  
	  
No	  matter	  how	  compelling	  Luther’s	  arguments	  had	  been,	  one	  man	  could	  not	  have	  stood	  up	  
to	  the	  political	  powerhouse	  of	  the	  Catholic	  Church	  and	  lived	  to	  tell	  the	  tale	  without	  
impressive	  supporters.	  	  The	  exhibition	  Luther	  and	  the	  Princes	  focuses	  not	  only	  on	  the	  
religious	  aspects	  of	  the	  Reformation	  but	  also	  on	  Luther’s	  formidable	  political	  allies,	  namely	  
the	  Electors	  of	  Saxony:	  Frederick	  the	  Wise	  and	  later	  John	  the	  Constant.	  The	  Electors	  of	  
Saxony	  were	  powerful,	  wealthy	  and	  intelligent	  leaders	  who	  changed	  history	  by	  standing	  up	  
to	  the	  Church.	  	  The	  exhibit	  illustrates	  the	  overwhelming	  impact	  the	  Reformation	  had	  on	  
politics,	  art,	  history,	  and	  even	  modern	  language.	  Paintings,	  treasury	  objects	  and	  ornate	  suits	  
of	  armor	  along	  with	  numerous	  historical	  exhibits,	  provide	  a	  vivid	  impression	  of	  the	  
interplay	  between	  politics	  and	  the	  Reformation	  and	  help	  bring	  the	  age	  of	  the	  Reformation	  
back	  to	  life	  by	  illustrating	  the	  political	  atmosphere	  between	  the	  Electors	  of	  Saxony,	  the	  Holy	  
Roman	  Emperor	  and	  the	  Church.	  	  
	  
The	  art	  in	  the	  exhibition	  exemplifies	  the	  Electors	  of	  Saxony	  and	  their	  history.	  Although	  
Frederick	  III	  was	  crucial	  to	  the	  success	  of	  the	  Reformation,	  he	  was	  actually	  a	  supporter	  of	  
the	  Catholic	  Church.	  	  He	  did	  not	  oppose	  Luther’s	  teachings	  and	  protected	  him	  for	  political	  
reasons;	  his	  aim	  was	  to	  undermine	  the	  Holy	  Roman	  Emperor’s	  growing	  power.	  	  However,	  
his	  brother,	  John	  later	  dubbed	  John	  the	  Constant	  fought	  passionately	  for	  the	  Protestant	  idea.	  
He	  co-‐ruled	  with	  Frederick	  until	  his	  death	  and	  afterwards	  made	  Torgau	  the	  chief	  residence	  
of	  the	  Saxon	  electors.	  Martin	  Luther	  spent	  a	  great	  deal	  of	  time	  with	  John	  during	  those	  years	  
discussing	  ideas	  and	  politics.	  	  
	  
Luther	  and	  the	  Princes	  is	  located	  in	  Torgau’s	  Hartenfels	  Castle	  in	  Saxony.	  Torgau	  is	  one	  of	  
Germany’s	  most	  beautiful	  Renaissance	  towns,	  surrounded	  by	  Wittenberg,	  Leipzig,	  and	  
Dresden.	  	  It	  was	  the	  political	  center	  of	  the	  Reformation	  and	  a	  key	  city	  for	  Martin	  Luther,	  
who	  visited	  the	  city	  over	  40	  times.	  	  He	  preached	  in	  Torgau	  for	  the	  first	  time	  in	  1521.	  	  The	  
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Leipzig’s Festival of Lights Mark 25th Anniversary of the Peaceful Revolution  

Leipzig’s Festival of lights, special events and fireworks in Dresden on October 9 will mark the 
25th Anniversary of the Peaceful Revolution. Monuments, museums and important locations 
trace the tales of the infamous history and events behind the Iron Curtain. 

Nowhere else in the world has a wall divided a country so bitterly and thoroughly as it did in Germany 
from August 1961 to October 1989 severing families and friendships, creating hatreds and international 
conspiracy, causing deaths and hair-raising tales of escape. After 28 years behind the Iron Curtain and 
already twenty-five years ago, the brave citizens of Leipizg in the state of Saxony gathered their forces 
and demonstrated their unmoving commitment to freedom and unity of the two German states. Facing 
guns and bullets, 70,000 Leipzigers gathered in St. Nicholas Square with candles in their hands proving 
their non-violent resistance. Similarly the citizens of Dresden united in protest to show their discontent. 
Today these incredible moments in history will be re-enacted and re-lived in early October with audio, 
video and light installations, official ceremonies, prayers and parties.   

It was in Leipizg that the crux of the Peaceful Revolution took place 25 years ago on that historic 
Monday night as the citizens stood resolutely in the face of the secret police. For some, still unknown 
reasons, the guns were silent even though they were ready to shoot. The silent protest, the 
determination and courage must have resonated even with their East German colleagues who were part 
of the regime. Perhaps everyone realized that the time for real change had come and that 28 years of 
communist rule was enough. Some say that it was Leipzig’s destiny to be the agent of change because 
the citizens are well-known for their strong backbones and independent ways; because their health was 
being severely threatened by the nearby strip mining; and because since medieval times Leipzig, the 
international trade fair city, has served as a gateway to the world. Many citizens had already been 
agitating for change in Dresden and other spots in Saxony but it was Leipzig’s massive, unstoppable and 
non-violent demonstration that changed the tide of history.  

In Leipzig, prayers for peace will start at St. Nicholas Church at 5 p.m. followed by the Festival of Lights 
when the ring road will once again fill with incredible artistic light and audio displays. The weekend will 
then be filled with a series of events as many cultural institutions in Leipzig host remembrance services 
that are open to the public. It is highly recommended for visitors to follow the newly created cultural 
trail dedicated to the Peaceful Revolution and discover history as it was. Stops include the permanent 
exhibition, “Citizens on the Move” at the federal office for Stasi documents; the Museum in der “Runden 
Ecke (Stasi Museum) with its permanent exhibition, “Leipzig on the Path to the Peaceful Revolution”; the 



Chapel	  in	  Hartenfels	  Castle	  is	  the	  world’s	  first	  Protestant	  Church	  inaugurated	  by	  Luther	  
himself	  on	  October	  5th,	  1544.	  	  The	  palace	  chapel	  is	  still	  preserved	  to	  this	  day	  and	  is	  open	  for	  
visitors.	  	  The	  exhibit	  takes	  place	  at	  Hartenfels	  Castle,	  the	  Electoral	  Chancellery	  and	  the	  
Superintendent	  Building.	  	  Torgau	  is	  filled	  with	  architectural	  gems,	  with	  more	  than	  500	  
listed	  buildings	  from	  the	  late	  Gothic	  and	  Renaissance	  periods	  that	  can	  be	  seen	  on	  a	  stroll	  
through	  the	  narrow	  streets.	  The	  town	  offers	  an	  authentic	  backdrop	  to	  the	  Luther	  and	  the	  
Princes	  exhibition.	  	  	  
	  
Torgau	  is	  also	  the	  famous	  meeting	  point	  of	  Soviet	  and	  US	  Troops	  during	  World	  War	  II.	  	  On	  
April	  25,	  1945,	  Soviet	  and	  US	  forces	  met	  on	  the	  bridge	  over	  the	  Elbe	  to	  shake	  hands,	  the	  
Soviets	  coming	  from	  the	  East	  and	  the	  Americans	  from	  the	  West.	  	  The	  resulting	  photographs	  
commemorate	  the	  end	  of	  the	  war	  and	  is	  an	  official	  holiday	  in	  Germany	  called,	  “Elbe	  Day.”	  
	  
Torgau	  is	  easily	  accessible	  by	  train	  from	  Leipzig.	  	  Luther	  and	  the	  Princes	  is	  open	  from	  10am-‐
6pm,	  closed	  on	  Mondays	  until	  October	  31st.	  	  	  
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