
Donation Stories - 2014 Seattle Basket Brigade 
 

    
 
What an exciting year – 250 volunteers gathered to assemble 300+ baskets / turkeys and  
feed approximately 1500 people for ThanksLiving. Tony Robbins started the Basket Brigade 30 
years ago and nearly 3-4 million people throughout the world are fed between ThanksLiving and 
Christmas – all made up by individual communities like in Seattle. 
 
I’d like to feature several individuals that rose to a level of service beyond the ordinary.  
In todays economy a huge number of people involved as volunteers are also financially 
challenged, its not just the recipients. Many know that by giving back and offering service  
to others, our lives become more meaningful. This year 4 individuals set out to raise money and 
gather donations.  They led by example and share ideas that ANYONE can use.  Just because one 
doesn’t have money to donate, there are ways to create donations as these individuals did. 
 
*************************************************************** 

Damon and Debbie Stoddard 
 
Damon and Debbie write that their family looks forward to serving every year! 
A couple of years ago we decided to help raise money for the Basket Brigade.  
We walked around our neighborhood a few weeks before the Basket Brigade and asked our 
neighbors if they would donate $10, $25, or $45.  
Virtually everyone we asked donates! This year my 8 year old daughter,  
Noelle wrote thank you notes to my co-workers that donated. 
The Stoddard family raised just under $400 (almost 10 baskets) 
 

     

     



Liza Pascal 
 

Liza and her family recently relocated to Bainbridge Island from Boulder, CO  
where she had participated in the Denver Basket Brigade. Upon her arrival in the PNW,  
she was one of the first to call and offer her help. She agreed to take on one of the more 
expensive items in the basket to see if she could get them all by donation - applesauce.  
She leveraged the power of Facebook and the close-knit community on Bainbridge by hosting  
an event called 1 Day. 1 Jar - You Can Do It. A business in town volunteered to be the drop 
off point for anyone in the community to drop off a jar of applesauce that day. 
 
Within 1 week, Liza and her family were able to collect and deliver 214 jars of applesauce saving 
over $400 for our organization. On the day of the actual Brigade, Liza offered her leadership 
skills to help oversee the flow of volunteers and movement at the 2014 Seattle Basket Brigade.  
 

      
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
                                                    
 
 



Jill Dell 
 
I can only express gratitude for the amazing experience our youth get exposure to being able to 
participate in a community service project such as the Seattle Basket Brigade. 
I’m an adult advisor on the W. Seattle Rainbow Board of Rainbow - a service based youth 
organization in which the girls ages 10-20 learn leadership skills such as public speaking, 
event organization, parts memorization, fundraising, budgeting, and community service.   
 
Every six months term a new girl takes office, and picks the organizations and service projects they 
support for their term.  Four years ago, I brought a handful of girls to deliver baskets at the 
Seattle Basket Brigade, and they realized how very fortunate they were.  It was a 
humbling, exciting and wondrous process for them to experience giving in this way.   
We raised money this year for service projects such as Seattle Basket Brigade  
running a firework stand for the Independence Holiday, selling tickets for a Spaghetti 
Dinner, Hosting Spring Garage Sale, Organizing a Christmas Tree Recycling drop off, 
Candle Sales, selling crafts at Bazar tables, silent auctions, among just a few.  
Rainbow is teaching our young ladies how to learn these skills and we are proud to help support 
the Seattle Basket Brigade this year.  Keep raising awareness and thank you for the hope you bring 
to families in the Seattle Area each Thanksgiving. 
  
There are so many opportunities for people to raise funds  
to support positive changes in their communities.   
In Love and Service, 
Jill A. Dell - Advisory Board Member, West Seattle Rainbow IORG 
 

       
 

                                             Ester Dell 
      
Esther Dell - To me as a Rainbow girl my experience doing the Basket Brigade, was awesome. 
Service is the backbone to a Rainbow girl, and when you’re doing service with a good 
cause and great pride and dignity, you feel amazing. Well the Seattle Basket Brigade made 
that impression on me. It was so much fun going out in the community to help provide 
meals to people who couldn’t afford it. And with it being so close to thanksgiving, it’s a good 
way to show your thanks, and realizing that sometimes we take things a little to for granted.  
That was what I felt like before stepping in to do the Basket Brigade. I remember the facial 
expressions on those who opened their door to a nice tasty meal.  
 
I felt grateful to help others. And still do but since then, I do it with a little more thankfulness. 



 
Bob Luton – and Burien Girl Scout Troop 

 
The girls raised $250 for the Seattle Basket Brigade by going to other members  
of the Girl Scout troop and their families to raise money.  
They had funds matched by an employer, increasing the donations  
 
They really loved doing it, and I’m convinced it’s made a difference  
in how they think about this holiday and giving back to their community. 
We are all looking forward to next year 
  
“The Basket Brigade was awesome. I really liked that we could help out and  
get to do jobs to help people who didn’t have enough to eat.  
That’s what a Girl Scout does. We really like to help out. Your friend, Matilda.” 
  
From another girl: “I feel very proud to help others.” 
 

                                    
 
 

                                   
 

 

                                      
 
 
 


