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 Washington Women Lawyers’ Annual Event is a yearly awards ceremony and gala to bring 
together our members from across the state. The Annual Event is a highlight for our organization. It also 
serves as our annual membership meeting where elect our new board. The event’s success depends on 
several pillars: 

 Speakers: The Annual Event features keynote speakers who draw a crowd and inspire our 
membership. We particularly love joint presentations by women in leadership positions. For our 
2015 Annual Event, our keynote speakers will be the three deans of the three law schools in 
Washington state (University of Washington, Seattle University, and Gonzaga), all of whom are 
women. In 2014, the chief judges of the two U.S. District Courts in Washington State, both 
women, participated together in a question and answer session. Several years ago, the four 
female justices on the Washington State Supreme Court spoke together and surprised our 
membership by including an original song and choreographed dance in their presentation! 
Individual past speakers include  Sarah Weddington, the attorney and leader who argued Roe v. 
Wade to the U.S. Supreme Court, and Connie Collingsworth, General Counsel of the Gates 
Foundation.  

 Location: The Annual Event is hosted in different cities to honor the statewide reach of our 
organization. To that end, we strive to hold the event in Seattle, the state’s largest city, only 
every other year. We work with our local chapters to find a different host city for the Annual 
Event when it is not held in Seattle. Recent locations have included Tacoma and Spokane. For 
the convenience of those traveling to our events, we reserve a block of rooms at a hotel nearby at 
a discount. 

 Venue: We try to pick spaces that offer more than just a banquet hall to spark conversation and 
provide entertainment. In recent years, we have hosted the event at the Seattle Aquarium and the 
Tacoma Museum of Glass. The 2015 event will be held at the Tacoma Art Museum. 

 Attendance: Approximately 200-250 people attend each year. The event always sells out and is 
well-attended by judges and leaders in our legal community.  

 Sponsorship: Law firms, corporations and friends in our community generously sponsor the 
event. We generally have 25 to 30 sponsors at varying levels and raise approximately $20,000 - 
$25,000 from sponsorships each year. 
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