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 The Social Studies TEKs for each grade level specifically mentions famous personalities 
about whom students should become familiar with in their study of Texas History. One man who 
is mentioned in both the 4th grade and 7th grade TEKS is General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna.  
For good reason he should be studied in both grade levels.  In fact, all periods of American, 
Texan and Mexican history between 1813 and 1855, must include a study of this man.  A man 
who played a role in The Battle of Medina, The War for Mexican Independence, as well as, the 
Spanish invasion of Tampico in 1829;  who served as Mexican president 11 times between 1833 
and 1855.   

 When we focus on the Texas Revolution, students 
must also look closely at General Santa Anna’s second-in-
command, Vincente Filisola.  Although he never held the 
office of President, this Italian born military officer played 
an important role in the revolution, including service at the 
Battle of the Alamo and commanding the withdrawal of 
troops after the capture of his superior officer, Santa Anna. 

 Filisola was born in Ravello, Italy in 1789 and moved 
with his family to Spain as a child.  By the time he was 15 
years old, he was in the military.  By the time he was 24, he 

was a brigadier general in the Spanish Army.  Santa Anna chose Filisola as his second in 
command when he invaded Texas in 1832 and it was Filisola who took command of the army 
after the capture of Santa Anna at the Battle of San Jacinto. 

 While politically aligned with Santa Anna, Filisola’s style of leadership was drastically 
different than Santa Anna’s.  While Santa Anna was known to be a micro-manager of all things, 
Filisola trusted his men to carry out his orders.  He also found fault with Santa Anna’s order to 
take the Alamo fortress before dawn on March 6, 1836.  He believed that the all-out assault that 
morning and the deaths of Mexican soldiers it caused was unnecessary.  He believed that the fort 
could have been easily taken if Santa Anna has waited for the heavy artillery to get into town to 
destroy the outer walls. 

 After receiving orders from Santa Anna to retreat to San Antonio after the Battle of San 
Jacinto, Filisola didn’t stop there.  Without proper supplies or support from the locals, Filisola 
gave the order to retreat across the Rio Grande.  He would later be held accountable for his 
actions, although he would beat a court martial after explaining his actions.   

 Filisola resigned his position in June of 1836 and retired to Saltillo.  He was called back 
to service during the Mexican War and commanded a division of Mexican troops.  Filisola died 
in a cholera epidemic in Mexico City in 1850. 
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Student Writing Activity: 

Why is Vicente Filisola important to the study of Texas history? 

 

1. Have students find an online article on General Filisola and his part in the Texas 
Revolution.  Here are some to consider: 

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/ffi08 

http://military.wikia.com/wiki/Vicente_Filisola 

 

2. Discuss the role played by General Filisola in Mexican and Texan history. 

 

3. Ask your students to write two paragraphs on the role that General Filisola played in 
Texas History.  They should be able to answer these two questions: 

a. What was the most important event that he is involved in during the Texas Revolution? 

 -Students might choose the Battle of the Alamo or the Mexican Retreat from Texas. 

b. What impact did his choice to retreat from Texas have on the outcome of the Texas 
Revolution? 

 -Their answer should consider the alternative, which was Filisola giving the order not 
retreat.  Would the Texas Revolution have continued after the Battle of San Jacinto? 
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