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Cancer Concerns-The other part of research at CRGC 
Danielle Rodriguez, MPH 
CRGC Epidemiologist, Regions 2, 3, and 6 
 
As we all know, the mission of CRGC is to record timely and quality cancer 
information from all cancer patients in 48 California counties and utilize this 
information to help prevent cancer and reduce cancer morbidity and 
mortality. The data from CRGC is then used by internal and external 
researchers, clinicians, cancer registrars, public health officials, policy 
makers, community groups, health educators, and the general public. One 
area of research that the regional epidemiologists at CRGC are involved in is 
responding to questions and concerns from residents and organizations 
regarding cancer in their communities. Here at CRGC we call these “Cancer 
Concerns” or “Cancer Clusters”.  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention defines them as “a greater 
than expected number of cancer cases within a group of people in a 
geographic area over a period of time”. The California Cancer Registry’s 
definition is “an aggregation of cancer cases that has been determined to be 
unusual when compared to the cancers that would be expected if the group 
or location in question had the same cancer rates as the underlying 
population. The cluster must differ substantially from the expected pattern in 
number, type, or the age of the cases”.  

Here at CRGC, I have been the regional epidemiologist for regions 2, 3, 6 for 
over a year now and have had a handful of cancer concerns brought to my 
attention. When speaking to concerned parties, I discovered there are a lot 
of misconceptions regarding cancer. Below are the most common 
misconceptions I run into. 

1. Misconception: Cancer is uncommon. 
Fact: 1 in 2 men and 1 in 3 women will develop cancer in their 
lifetime.  
 

2. Misconception: Cancer is one disease. 
Fact: Cancer is a general term for many diseases-most with 
different etiologies.  
 

3. Misconception: All cancer is caused by a single factor. 
Fact: Cancers are caused by a combination of factors and the cause 
is not always known. Each cancer is its own disease. 
 



 

 

CRGC CHATS Page 2 December 2015 

 

Cancer Registry of Greater California          CHATS December
2015 

4. Misconception: Several cancer cases indicates a cluster.  
Fact: A certain number and certain types of cancer are expected in 
any neighborhood/workplace.  

Responding to cancer concerns is not always straightforward. A lot of times 
educating the concerned party is sufficient, but there are times a more in 
depth statistical analysis needs to be done. However, even after analysis, 
many of the suspected cancer clusters come back as being a normal 
distribution in that particular population of interest. This is exactly what 
some need to hear, but others still have questions and want answers. 
Ultimately, reverting back to education about cancer is key-especially in a 
current cancer concern I’ve been working on for a few months.  

A few months ago I was contacted by an organization in California who 
suspects there is a larger than normal number of cancer cases occurring in 
their area. They believe the cause is a source of water. Defining the exact 
geography in this cancer concern has been difficult as individuals are 
constantly moving in and out of the location. However, after running an 
analysis and comparing the observed and expected number of cancer cases 
in this area, I found that the number of observed cases is within the limits of 
what we would expect. The results has been received positively, but there 
are still questions. In a few months, I will be presenting to this organization 
to educate about cancer and cancer concerns to hopefully ease their 
concern.  

As an epidemiologist, I wish I had all the answers and were able to tell 
someone why they or someone close to them got cancer. With all of your 
help and cancer registries as a whole, hopefully one day we will have 
answers. Thank you all for your hard work!   
 


