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 One of the lesser known benefits of being a member of the Genesee County Chamber of 

Commerce is the Chamber’s role in government policy advocacy.  While your local Chamber does not 

have the resources to act on its own to influence state and national policy regarding business, the 

Chamber does have a voice in Albany through its membership in The Business Council of New York and a 

voice in Washington through its membership in the United States Chamber of Commerce.  

 The Business Council of New York State, Inc. is the leading business organization in New York 

State, representing the interests of large and small firms throughout the state. Its membership is made 

up of thousands of member companies, as well as local chambers of commerce and professional and 

trade associations.  Over seventy percent of their members are small businesses. 

The primary function of the organization is to serve as an advocate for employers in the state 

political and policy-making arena, working for a healthier business climate, economic growth, and jobs. 

A good example of the Business Council’s advocacy for small business is its opposition to the Wage 

Board’s proposal for a $15 per hour minimum wage in the fast food industry. 

“Recommendation by the fast-food Wage Board may momentarily appease the advocates, but it 

is contrary to the need for long term job growth in New York State and goes against the notion that New 

York is ‘open for business,’” said Heather C. Briccetti, president and CEO of The Business Council of 

New York State. “Increasing the cost of jobs is counter-productive to actual job creation. This action will 

lead to increased prices, encourage more automation, and – in the worst case scenario – may force 

businesses to close. What we need is to enact policies that promote real economic growth, especially in 

the 26 upstate counties that have yet to regain the jobs they lost during the Great Recession.” 

The U. S. Chamber of Commerce similarly advocates for pro-business policies that create jobs 

and grow our economy. Key issues range from smart tax policy and regulatory relief to legal reform and 

trade promotion. 

Both organizations lean heavily on the “strength in numbers” that members like the Genesee 

County Chamber of Commerce bring to the table.  

While we may a long way from the front lines, be assured that your Chamber is helping to 

advocate for the best interests of your business from a public policy standpoint at both the state and 

national level. 

Have a great month!  
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