
Spring is upon us so what grows first and greenest?  Weeds! 
 
Before long, it’s likely that everyone will be complaining about the weeds growing through the cracks 
of the patio, sidewalk, and deck. Everyone has weeds.  
 
For those looking for an environmentally friendly solution, I will be sharing my grandfather’s 
homemade vegetation killer.  The secret is – using vinegar and salt as an herbicide to get rid of 
them. Best of all, it’s eco-friendly and it’s far less costly compared to those chemical ones. 
 
There are, however, a few exceptions and limitations that you should know about before you grab a 
bottle of vinegar off the shelf and start seeking revenge on those weeds.  

1. Vinegar is a natural product, usually derived from grain, apples or grapes. It is distilled through 
a fermentation process. The vinegar you buy is typically labeled at 5% acidity. This means it 
contains 5% acetic acid, the active ingredient.  Acetic acid acts by drawing all the moisture out of 
the leaf, and it’s what makes vinegar a good weed killer. 

 
2. It is fast! Spraying full strength vinegar on a plant in sunlight usually results in a sensitive weed 

withering and browning in only a few hours, or, in tougher plants, by the next day.  
 

3. Be Aware – it is non-selective, meaning it might kill everything it touches. This may limit the 
usefulness of a vinegar weed killer, because over-spray can cause harm to not only the weeds, 
but to your neighbouring, favourite plants as well.  

 
4. Some plants are not as susceptible to vinegar. A waxy coating or a “hairy” (fuzzy) surface may 

interfere with the absorption of the vinegar. Fortunately, adding soap to the vinegar weed killer 
recipe will be more effective on these types of weeds. The soap acts as a surfactant and makes 
the vinegar and salt solution adhere to the weeds more efficiently. 

Cost - $2.89 for vinegar, dollar store soap & salt will make several batches so $0.50.  Total cost = 
$3.49 compared to $32 for popular commercial brands. 
 
RECIPE 
1 gallon   White vinegar with 5% acetic acid 
1 cup    Salt  
1 TBSP    Dish Soap   
 

1. Mix the 3 ingredients in a bucket until the salt is fully 
dissolved 

2. Pour into a spray bottle or garden sprayer to apply 
3. Drench the weeds with the solution on a dry, sunny 

day. Coat all surfaces well with the spray. Any plants 
soaked with this solution will die within hours to 
several days. They won’t be back and nothing else 
will ever grow there. 

 



Vinegar has proven itself an effective weed killer and unlike commercial weed killers, vinegar is eco-
friendly. Vinegar’s main drawback is that it has no residual action in certain cases, so new weeds will 
soon grow back in its place. Permanent removal is desirable for stubborn weeds in gravel drives and 
paths, as well as cracks and crevices in walkways and sidewalks. Adding table salt to vinegar will 
destroy weeds for good in these trouble spots. Just make sure to never pour the salt mixture on soil, 
as the solution will make sure that nothing grows in that spot again. 
 
Spread a lot of salt in problem areas such as around or under decks, air conditioners, and walkways 
between the house and garage to ensure those pesky weeds never return. I always pick up an extra 
bag of rock salt toward the end of winter to generously spread where weeds become bothersome.  
However, be aware that salt effectively sterilizes the earth and NOTHING will grow there for quite 
some time once heavily salted. 
 
Happy weed/vegetation killing!!  
 

   

 


