
 

 

 

Do we REALLY need a new shelter?  

By the New Shelter Steering Committee Chair, Jean Macomber 

 

After the latest wildfire disaster hitting Amador and Calaveras Counties which killed animals 
and people do we need to ask?  Ask that question of the hundreds of volunteers, County Animal 
Services staff, fire personnel, law enforcement officers, and veterinarians who donated their 
time.  Ask that question of the hundreds of people who donated money, food and shelter to 
our citizens; both four-footed, two-footed and winged.   

There are hundreds of volunteers, in this County, working tirelessly for the dogs, cats, birds, 
rabbits, livestock and others who come into our care.  We work so these animals can be readily 
adopted to their forever homes, not warehoused in cages!  These hundreds of volunteers come 
from all over the county and have many skills for the benefit of our animals. They do an 
outstanding job with what we have to work with now, but imagine what could be accomplished 
with an adequate facility.  Our new shelter will be built and operated as a result of working as a 
private/public partnership with Calaveras County. 

To be clear…for 50 years storage buildings, which were never meant to be shelter, have been 
used to serve as the County Animal Services. Through the decades there have been upgrades, 
but not enough to be healthy, adequate housing for living animals.   

Now is the time to join our capital campaign to get a new Animal Shelter built.   A $25 donation 
would be welcomed.  Just think!  A $25 donation once a month for five years would bring 
$1500!   We know how resilient and giving this county is; the Butte Fire showed us that.   We 
know how much this county cares for our animals, just look at the out pouring of volunteers 
and donations during the fire.  Let’s keep that going, let’s build this shelter for the animals and 
for the community.     

 


