
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

					      
  MINISTRY TO YOUTH 

Vera Lloyd Presbyterian Services has been committed to healing youth 
and families in crisis for more than 100 years since the home opened in Monticello, 
Arkansas, as a day nursery in 1910 and a Presbyterian children’s home in 1923. 

Our 40 staff members are committed to sharing Christ’s healing love with 
children, youth and families in crisis. Many of our youth have lived lives affected 
by a lack of routine, little medical care, violence, truancy, drug abuse, poor 
nutrition, lack of safety and unstable home environments. They are children like 
Katy D., who has lived at Vera Lloyd for eight years. Katy was physically abused 

by her parents. By the time she came to Vera Lloyd, her parents were divorced, her father was not involved in her 
life and her mother was in prison because of drug abuse and hot checks. She has become a campus leader, played 
soccer on the high school team, worked at a local daycare and earned her diploma—an achievement that only 50% 
of youth in foster care accomplish. She will be a freshman at the University of Arkansas in Monticello in August. 

Up to 42 youth at any one time and close to 200 youth annually live at our children’ s home.  House parents 
live in each home and carry out all traditional parental duties and additional job requirements. While Vera Lloyd 
accepts youth from age eight to age 21, most youth are ages 13 to 17.  

Our Synod of the Sun grant of $1,500 allowed Vera Lloyd to improve safety on campus. In the past few 
years, we have added security gates, lighting and a campus-wide intercom at the children’s home as part of our 
safety initiative. This year, grant funds were used to purchase a defibrillator from Cintas First Aid and Safety that is 
installed in the gym. Staff will be trained to use the defibrillator annually when they complete CPR and First Aid 
training. With the addition of a defibrillator, staff will be able to provide immediate medical attention if a youth, 
visitor, staff person or family member experiences sudden cardiac arrest while at the children’s home. Vera Lloyd 
Family Services is located in the bounds of Arkansas Presbytery.		
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