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In 1900, on the 26th of September, our founding mothers and fathers laid the 
cornerstone of our beloved Sanctuary following the celebration of Holy Communion. 
Once construction was complete, the church tower and the front looked the same as 
it does today, without the ivy… . Two of our founding families, the Doultons and the 
Humphreys, planted the ivy, and within two years, the All Saints tower looked much 
like it does today. 
 
But one thing was missing. All Saints’ first priest, the Rev. Melville M. Moore, wrote 
of it. “There is one article which I very greatly desire, and which I hope will be given 
as a memorial, and this is a good bell, as large as the belfry will hold. Next to an 
Altar,” he wrote, “I know of no more beautiful and appropriate memorial than a bell, 
which sounds forth its sweet, persuasive tone to remind all who hear of God’s love, 
of man’s need, and of that hope of the future life where harmony will be perfect and 
unending.” 
 
Rev. Moore’s wish was soon granted: a 616-pound church bell was presented on 
January 18, 1901 by Mr. and Mrs. Humphrey in memory of their daughters. The Rev. 
Moore composed the motto which it bears: “O soul! I ring to warn thee time is 
fleeting. I pray thee save they self by pardon seeking.” 
 
Ever since, All Saints has rung this bell each Sunday, to call people away from the 
distractions of their lives to worship God, and to remind all who hear of “God’s love, 
man’s need, and that hope of the future life where harmony will be perfect and 
unending.” 
 
Throughout the years, the people of All Saints have faithfully carried forward the 
sacred inheritance of our forefather and mothers. Today it’s our turn to take on the 
tradition. Today marks the beginning of the construction that we will do to ensure our 
beloved Bell Tower stands as a symbol of God’s timeless and eternal faithfulness. May 
our faithful acts preserve this Bell Tower as a herald of God’s love and our Christian 
service to the world and one another. 
  
 
 


