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2016 ISLANDED GRID  
WIND POWER WORKSHOP 
SPEAKERS & MODERATORS 

 
E. Ian Baring-Gould, Wind Technology Deployment Mgr., National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL)  

E. Ian Baring-Gould has been with the National Renewable Energy Laboratory since 1995. His work has 
focused on applications engineering for renewable energy technologies, assistance in renewable energy 
deployment, and educational outreach for renewable technologies, primarily wind. His deployment work 
has taken him to over 50 countries, from the South Pole to the middle of the Amazon rain forest. He is 
currently the Wind Technology Deployment Manager at NREL and the National Technical Director of 
Market Acceleration and Deployment activities, focusing on assisting organizations deploy wind 
technologies and addressing obstacles to the implementation of wind energy through programs like the 

WINDExchange Project. Ian also manages the distributed wind research and deployment portfolio for NREL and oversees its 
platform of deployment related wind work that includes environmental impacts and manufacturing. Ian has received 
numerous awards, including the 2013 Women of Wind Energy Champion Award, and is the editor at large for Wind 
Engineering. He has authored or co-authored over 80 publications on wind energy and wind diesel power systems. 
 
Mike Bergey, President & CEO, Bergey Windpower Company   

 

A co-founder of Bergey Windpower Co. and its’ president & CEO, Mike Bergey is a mechanical engineer 
and an internationally recognized expert in the fields of small wind systems, distributed generation, 
and green telecom. He holds one patent, has authored more than 70 technical papers and articles in 
the field, has provided testimony to the U.S. Congress, and has served as a consultant to a number of 
U.S. and international agencies.   He has twice served as president of the American Wind Energy 
Association (AWEA) and served on the AWEA Board of Directors from 1981 to 2007. In 1994, he was 
recognized as the “Wind Industry Man of the Year” by AWEA. In 1981, he was recognized by AWEA for 
development of the “AWEA Performance Rating Standard”, which was the basis for the IEC 61400-12 

performance testing standard used for all wind turbines worldwide.  He chaired the AWEA Small Wind Standards 
Committee and led the development of the 2008 AWEA turbine certification standard (also adopted in the U.K., Japan, and 
Canada). He is currently in his third term as president of the Distributed Wind Energy Association (DWEA), which represents 
the small and community wind industry.  He’s a past president of the Norman, OK Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Mike Catsi, Business Development & Communications Director, Alaska Industrial Development and 
Export Authority (AIDEA) 

Appointed in 2010, Mike oversees the internal and external communications of the Authority to raise 
awareness of the Authority and its programs. Mike assists clients in determining their financial needs, and in 
guiding them through AIDEA’s intake process in partnership with AIDEA’s finance and development staff. 
Mike serves as Chair of AIDEA’s Project Suitability Committee, and as a member of AIDEA’s investment 
committees. Prior to joining the Authority, he managed and developed economic development 
organizations on regional and local levels as executive director of the Southwest Alaska Municipal 
Conference, and the Skagway Development Corporation. Mike has served as president of the Alaska 

Partnership for Economic Development, was elected to the Skagway City Council, and served on the boards of the Alaska 
Municipal League and the Alaska Manufacturing Extension Partnership. Mike graduated from the University of New South 
Wales, Australia with a Bachelor of Science in Geography, and he is a Certified Economic Developer (CEcD). 
 
Josh Craft, Wind Program Manager, Alaska Energy Authority (AEA) 

Josh Craft is a lifelong Alaskan born and raised in Fairbanks. He studied Mechanical Engineering at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks and spent four years as Project Manager for Alaska Environmental Power 
developing the Delta Wind Farm. He has worked at the Alaska Energy Authority for the past five years 
developing Islanded Grid Renewable Energy Projects. 
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Misty Conrad, Senior Technical Project Manager, National Renewable Energy Lab (NREL) 
Misty Conrad works in the Integrated Applications Office of Deployment and Market Transformation at 
NREL She manages project teams in energy planning and sustainability within the island and 
developing nation context. Her projects include working with the Environmental Protection Agency 
and the Department of Interior Office of Insular Affairs in providing technical assistance to communities 
in the Pacific Islands, and working for the Department of State providing technical expertise for island 
nations in support of their greenhouse gas emissions reduction goals. She holds a Bachelor's of Science 
in Land Use and Environmental Resources and a Master's in Energy and Environmental Policy and Law. 
She has 15 years of experience working on clean energy policies, programs and projects. Before NREL, 

her work included such topics as the water/energy nexus, gender equity and environmental impact assessments. 
 

Travis Hammond, Project Engineer Lead, TDX Power 
Travis has worked for TDX Power since January 2015 where he oversees the company's Alaska Utility 
engineering operations and is Project Manager for a US Department of Energy-funded microgrid 
project. He has 12 years experience managing, developing and implementing prime and back-up 
power systems with renewable energy in remote locations in the Northwest and Alaska. His expertise is 
in protective relay design and the interfaces of AC/DC systems used in utility transmission and 
distribution systems. One of his current projects includes working with Schweitzer Engineering 

Laboratories to design and simulate a microgrid controller for the complete power system on St. Paul Island, Alaska. 
 
John Handeland, General Manager/Chief Operating Officer, Nome Joint Utility System (NJUS) 

John Handeland has served since 1999 as General Manager/Chief Operating Officer of NJUS. He is 
responsible for the overall management and operation of the public electric, water and sewer utilities. 
Previously, he served as Mayor of the City of Nome for 7 terms (1985 to 1999). Prior to joining NJUS, Mr. 
Handeland was employed for 19 years with the Alaska Gold Company in various capacities, including 
Manager–Administration. Mr. Handeland is a graduate of Nome-Beltz High School, and attended 
Western Washington University pursing a degree in accounting and business administration. Mr. 
Handeland has been an elected member of the Iditarod Trail Committee Board of Directors since 1985 
and has served as president, vice president and treasurer of the organization. He is also a member of 

the Pioneers of Alaska – Igloo #1, the Bering Sea Lions Club and the Arctic Native Brotherhood. 
 
Eric Hanssen, Senior Engineering Project Manager, Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium (ANTHC) 

As part of ANTHC’s Rural Energy Initiative, Eric oversees project development, design and construction 
of energy efficiency and renewable energy projects for remote communities across the state of Alaska. 
He has been with ANTHC since 2007, serving as a Project Manager for rural water and wastewater 
infrastructure projects as well as a Health Facilities Engineer focused on hospital and clinic construction 
and renovation projects.  Prior to joining ANTHC, Eric served seven years as a civil engineer and officer 
for the U.S. Air Force in Alaska, Washington DC, Florida and Iraq. He holds a BS in Environmental 
Engineering from the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado and a Masters in Environmental Policy and 
Economics from the University of Maryland at College Park.   

 

Dr. Brian Hirsch, President, Deerstone Consulting 
Dr. Brian Hirsch is the President of Deerstone Consulting, a renewable energy consulting firm focused on 
microgrid development in remote locations, especially the Arctic and the Tropics. Among other projects, 
he is currently working on the largest solar PV project in Alaska in the community of Kotzebue and a 
broad assessment of the energy landscape and development opportunities for Anchorage. Previously, he 
served as National Renewable Energy Laboratory's Senior Project Leader for Alaska for six years, and was 
Chair of the Alaska Emerging Energy Technology Fund Advisory Committee. He has been working on 

renewables in remote diesel microgrids throughout North and Central America for almost 20 years, with recent expansion 
to Indonesia. His original orientation was from the hands-on perspective, having installed PV-diesel systems 150 miles 
north of the Arctic Circle 15 years ago, and subsequently led wind-diesel and in-river hydrokinetic installations as well. He 
has led or participated in solar and/or wind energy installations across Alaska, including in the communities of Fort Yukon, 
Venetie, Arctic Village, Beaver, Chickaloon Village, Ugashik, Pilot Point, Port Heiden, and Homer. He has a PhD in Land 
Resources, with a concentration in Energy Analysis and Policy from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and a Bachelor’s of 
Science from Cornell University. 
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Gwen Holdmann, Director, Alaska Center for Energy and Power (ACEP) 
Gwen Holdmann is the Director of the Alaska Center for Energy and Power, an applied energy research 
program based at the University of Alaska Fairbanks focusing on both fossil and renewable/alternative 
energy technologies. ACEP is a highly interdisciplinary program with over 30 affiliated faculty spanning a 
wide range of energy-related disciplines. Prior to joining the University of Alaska, Gwen served as the Vice 
President of New Development at Chena Hot Springs Resort near Fairbanks. At Chena, Gwen oversaw the 
construction of the first geothermal power plant in the state, as well as numerous other innovative energy 
projects ranging from hydrogen production to cooling a 10,000 ft2 ice museum year-round using 150°F 
hot water. Gwen moved to Alaska in 1994, shortly after graduating from Bradley University with a degree 
in Physics and Mechanical Engineering. She is the mother of three children and is married to Iditarod and 

Yukon Quest musher Ken Anderson. They live off grid outside of Fairbanks with a kennel of 50 dogs in a house they built 
themselves, and generate their own power through a combination of solar PV, wind, and diesel generator. Gwen has been the 
recipient of several awards throughout her career, including an R&D 100 award, Project of the Year from Power Engineering 
Magazine, the Alaska Top 40 Under 40 Award. 
 
Doug MacCourt, Senior Policy Advisor, US Department of Energy Office of Indian Energy 

Doug MacCourt is the Senior Policy Advisor with the United States Department of Energy, Office of 
Indian Energy in Washington D.C.  Doug has 30 years of experience working on energy projects and 
policy across the nation with Alaska Natives, Indian Tribes and all branches of federal, state and tribal 
government.  Mr. MacCourt is a nationally recognized expert in tribal renewable energy, establishing 
tribal businesses and creating successful partnerships for natural resources development on and off 
tribal lands.  Mr. MacCourt leads the Policy and Innovation initiatives within the Office of Indian Energy 
to bring private capital and economic development to Indian Country.  He is the primary author and 
editor of Renewable Energy in Indian Country: A Handbook for Tribes (NREL, 2010).  Doug can be reached 

by email at douglas.maccourt@hq.doe.gov. 
 
Dennis Meiners, Principal Operating Officer, Intelligent Energy Systems, LLC (IES) 

IES is committed to providing comprehensive energy solutions for Alaskan communities by 
implementing sustainable village systems tailored to lowering costs for consumers, increasing income 
to the utility, and reducing dependency on fossil fuel. IES provides development and integration 
assistance for wind and other renewables using the latest in control systems, load balancing, thermal 
and real energy storage, and smart metering systems. IES developed specialized Wind Heat Smart Grids 
in three western Alaska villages. These systems use advanced technology for variable wind energy to 
displace fuel used for power generation and residential heat. IES’s current projects involve advanced 

smart metering infrastructure, incorporation of lithium ion storage batteries for autonomous wind operation, and use of 
residential appliances for grid self regulation.   
 
Jim McDowall, Business Development Manager, SAFT 

Jim McDowall has worked in the battery industry since 1977 and is currently in the position of Business 
Development Manager with Saft, primarily associated with grid systems. Involved in the energy storage 
market since 1998, Jim was a Director of the Energy Storage Association for 14 years and is a past Chair of 
the organization. Jim is a Senior Member of IEEE and is Standards Coordinator of the IEEE Stationary 
Battery Committee, the Chair of two of its working groups, and a past Chair of the main committee. 
 
 

 
Dean Moretton, President, Adaptive Microgrids Consulting 

Dean is President of Adaptive MicroGrids consulting. He assists companies to identify and employ 21st 
century energy innovations.  His contributions include analysis, alternative energy solution design, 
financing renewable generation, and securing grants or incentives for such projects. Dean holds a BS 
degree in Electrical Engineering, an MBA, and is a certified Project Management Professional from PMI. 
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Joel Neimeyer, Federal Co-Chair, Denali Commission  
Joel Neimeyer serves as Federal Co-Chair of the Denali Commission, an innovative federal agency that is a 
federal-state partnership designed to provide critical utilities, infrastructure and support for economic 
development in Alaska. The Commission has been in existence since 1998 and delivers federal services in 
the most cost effective manner possible. He was appointed in April 2014 by U.S. Commerce Secretary 
Penny Pritzker. He has 30 years experience as a civil engineer in planning, designing and constructing 
rural Alaska infrastructure projects. He presently serves as a Board Member for the Anchorage 

Neighborhood Health Center, is Chair of the Municipality of Anchorage On-Site Technical Review Board, and serves as a 
Council Member to the White House Council on Native American Affairs and the White House Council on Rural Affairs. 
 
Michael Pawlowski, Chief of Staff, U.S. Sen Lisa Murkowski  

Michael Pawlowski is a lifelong Alaskan who graduated from West High School and Alaska Pacific 
University in Anchorage, Alaska. Michael currently serves as Chief of Staff to United States Senator Lisa 
Murkowski in Washington, D.C. Previously, Michael served as a Senior Policy Advisor to the United States 
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, as Deputy Commissioner of the Alaska Department of 
Revenue, board member for the Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority and Alaska Energy 
Authority, and as an aide in the Alaska State Legislature specializing in energy issues.   

 
Evon Peter, Vice Chancellor for Rural, Community and Native Education, University of Alaska Fairbanks 

Evon Peter was appointed vice chancellor for rural, community and Native education at the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks by Chancellor Brian Rogers in July 2014. A UAF alumnus, Peter is Neetsaii Gwich’in and 
Koyukon from Arctic Village, Alaska where he served three years as the tribal Chief. He currently serves as 
a board member to the Gwich’in Council International, which represents Gwich’in nation interests in the 
Arctic Council forum. His international work also includes participation in the United Nations forum and 
locally has focused on implementing health, leadership and workforce development projects. Evon co-
founded Native Movement with his wife Enei Begaye Peter (Navajo) in 2004, a national non-profit 
Indigenous youth leadership development and sustainability organization. Since 2009, he served as CEO 
of Gwanzhii, LLC, a firm providing strategic planning, program development and other services to private 

and public institutions throughout Alaska. He holds a Baccalaureate degree in Alaska Native studies and a Masters degree in 
rural development. He resides in Fairbanks with his wife and four children. 

 
Brent Petrie, President/CEO, Petrie & Associates 

Brent Petrie has worked in Alaska resource and utility management for over 34 years. From 1998 to 
2013 he worked for Alaska Village Electric Cooperative (AVEC) where he was the program manager for 
over 80 projects totaling over $200 million including 28 bulk fuel tank farm upgrades or replacements, 
11 new diesel-fired power plants, four standby power plants, four recovered heat systems, 11 wind 
farms (34 total wind turbines), five village-to-village interties, and 18 other generation and distribution 
upgrades, including one solar array installed in 2012. He has been semi-retired since 2013 and 

periodically consults on energy project planning and conducts historical research and travel.  He has served as an elected 
member of the board of directors of the Utility Wind Interest Group, the Renewable and Distributed Generation Advisory 
Group of the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association and the Board of Commissioners for the Anchorage Water and 
Waste Water Utility. He has a master’s degree in Water Resource Management from the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
and a Bachelor’s degree in Geography from the University of Denver.  
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Brad Reeve, General Manager/CEO, Kotzebue Electric Association (KEA) 
Brad Reeve has been the General Manager and CEO of Kotzebue Electric Association for 28 years.  He is 
nationally known as an early adopter of wind energy and a pioneer of Arctic energy.  In 1997, he 
implemented the first utility-grade wind turbines in Alaska, and the first above the Arctic Circle. He 
continues to manage many projects that demonstrate renewable energy viability in the Arctic.  Reeve is 
responsible for several emerging technology projects including a NRECA-DOE sponsored smart grid 
project, an organic rankin cycle project and utility scale battery evaluation and integration. Under 

Reeve’s leadership, Kotzebue Electric received the highest award given to cooperatives -- the “Community Service Award” 
from the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) for the cooperative’s work with wind technology in the 
Arctic. KEA’s success with renewable energy generation garnered it the IEEE Alaskan “Company of the Year” Award and the 
IEEE Region 6 “Outstanding Corporate Service to the Engineering Community” Award. 
 
Chris Rose, Executive Director, Renewable Energy Alaska Project (REAP)  

Chris Rose is the Executive Director of Renewable Energy Alaska Project (REAP), a non-profit coalition of 
over 70 diverse energy stakeholder organizations working to increase the production of renewable 
energy and promote energy efficiency across Alaska. REAP has been instrumental in helping to establish 
and fund clean energy programs and projects across Alaska, including the creation of the state’s 
Renewable Energy Grant Fund in 2008 and the Emerging Energy Technology Fund in 2010.  Before 
founding REAP in 2004, Mr. Rose had a private law practice for over a decade that included work in 

remote Northwest Arctic villages and the mediation of a variety of disputes around the state. He has written a monthly 
opinion column for Alaska’s only statewide newspaper, served on various statewide boards and committees and is currently 
the chairman of the state’s Renewable Energy Fund Advisory Committee. Since 2008, that Fund has granted over $250 million 
to renewable energy projects that are now displacing approximately 20 million gallons of diesel fuel each year.  
 
Jackie Qatalina Schaeffer, Project & Energy Specialist, WH Pacific Inc. 

Jackie Qataliña Schaeffer is a Project & Energy Specialist for WHPacific’s Alaska Operations. WHPacific, 
Inc. is a subsidiary of NANA Regional Corporation. She has over 20 years of experience in 
communications and business management. As a lifelong Alaskan, born and raised in Kotzebue, Jackie 
offers exceptional rural Alaskan expertise and experience. Jackie has excellent client support and 
communication skills and offers client satisfaction, collaboration and solution-based approach. Her 
ability to communicate and assure client trust and involvement is invaluable. Her involvement with the 
development of six State of Alaska regional energy plans gives her a very broad State perspective on 

energy systems. As a consultant and support liaison for the North Slope Wind Projects in Pt. Hope, Pt. Lay and Wainwright, 
her ability to communicate technically to local residents creates a unique communication path. 
 
Hugh Short, Co-founder and CEO/ Chairman, Pt Capital, LLC 

Hugh S. Short has led over $650 million in transactions closed on debt and equity and is responsible for 
over $500 million in investments in oil, gas, real estate, mining and Alaska infrastructure. Prior to co-
founding Pt Capital, Hugh was president and CEO of Alaska Growth Capital BIDCO, Inc., a subsidiary of 
Arctic Slope Regional Corporation. Alaska Governor Sean Parnell appointed Short to the Alaska Industrial 
Development Authority (AIDEA) and the Alaska Energy Authority in 2011. Shortly thereafter, he was 
appointed chairman of AIDEA and led the multi-billion state-owned investment bank. During his two-year 
tenure as chairman, more than $530 million in capital and associated contributions by partners were 

appropriated; in addition the board approved due diligence on another $295 million in infrastructure development projects, 
including the first investments in offshore drilling rigs. Hugh also served as the mayor of Bethel, Alaska from 2002 to 2004, and 
is a board member for Rural Energy Enterprises and United Utilities, Inc., a subsidiary of General Communication, Inc. 
(NASDAQ:GNCMA). Short received a bachelor’s in political science from the University of Alaska Anchorage. 
 
Benjamin Smith, Industrial Electricity/Wind Technology Instructor, AVTEC- Alaska’s Institute of Technology 

 

Benjamin Smith is an Industrial Electricity and Wind Technology instructor at AVTEC in Seward, 
Alaska.  He holds a B.S.A.S.T. in Nuclear Engineering Technology from Thomas Edison State College. 
Prior to joining AVTEC in 2013, Ben worked as an Industrial Electrician for the Seward Coal Terminal, as 
a Maintenance Supervisor at Hidden Falls Hatchery near Sitka, AK, and earned the enlisted rank of E-5 
in the U.S. Navy. He studied Engineering and Geology at Michigan Technological University.  


