
 

 

Development network 
highlights mixed income St. 
Mary's rental complex 

o By CHRISTOPHER ULLERY cullery@somdnews.com   

o 14 hrs ago  

St. Mary’s Housing Authority and the Community Development Network of Maryland 

held a press conference and tour of a new affordable apartment complex in Lexington 

Park in the second event of this year’s Community Development Week in Maryland. 

The event was the second in a series of visits in Maryland by the network for 

Community Development Week from Oct. 19 to 28. The visits highlight various 

development programs employed in the state. 

Tuesday’s event focused on Maryland’s Rental Housing Works program, which 

“provides gap financing for the creation and preservation of affordable rental housing 

through the Department of Housing and Community Development’s Multifamily Bond 

Program and Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program,” a news release from the 

Community Development Network states. 

“What a great property this is,” John Maneval, deputy director of Multifamily & Business 

Lending Programs for Maryland’s Department of Housing and Community 

Development, said. 

The Spring Valley Complex — 45533 Valley Court — received about $1.5 million from 

the housing program for renovations including high efficiency appliances, Maneval said. 

http://www.somdnews.com/independent/news/local/development-network-highlights-mixed-income-st-mary-s-rental-complex/article_edd95661-e88c-573a-85a1-6eb1162ec8e1.html


The initial investment turned into a total $15 million impact for the community through 

other programs and jobs the project brought in. 

“We get a double bottom line impact here,” he added. 

Over the last four years the housing program is estimated to have created almost 6,000 

affordable rental units statewide and generated $900 million in “private sector capital,” 

Maneval said. 

Humphrey Management, which owns the 128-unit property, was considering selling the 

property before being approached by the network, Bethany Hooper, president of the 

company, said. 

“The timing was absolutely fortunate for us,” Hooper said. 

The company, who bought the complex several years ago, changed the original rent 

pricing structure, based on 60 percent of the area median income, to a mixed income 

complex, Hooper added. 

In addition to lower rents, the new energy efficient renovations will help lower the utilities 

costs of the units, Dennis Nicholson, executive director of the Housing Authority of St. 

Mary’s County, said. 

“We’ve taken care of the structure, but we also have to take care of the rest of the 

community,” he added. 

While the program was a significant benefit in this project, Nicholson 
added that the need for the private and public sector partnerships were 
paramount to future affordable housing development. 
A 19-year resident of the complex, Ursula Williams, moved in to the complex in 1996 

looking for a stable home for her and her children. 



A single mother, Williams said affordable units like the Spring Valley units allowed her 

family stability as well as a location close to good schools and local amenities. 

“This is really a very nice place to live,” she said. “And I want to continue to stay.” 
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