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TODAY   
 Nursery (Room #102) during the 10:30 Mass 

 MONDAY |  June 20                                                                                       
2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15, 18 / Mt 7:1-5 
 Men’s Bible Study (Room #101) 7am 
 K of C Officers’ Meeting (PC LL #1) 7pm 
 Novel Readers Book Club (McDuffee) 7pm 

TUESDAY |  June 21 |  St. Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious                                                                                        
2 Kgs 19:9-11, 14-21, 31-36  / Mt 7:6, 12-14 

 Mass in Chapel (+Monte Jesnek) 8:30am 
 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (Chapel) 9am-7pm 
 Michigan Blood Drive (DH)             3pm 
 Buildings & Grounds Committee (McDuffee)      5:30pm 
 Stewardship Committee Mtg (McDuffee)                                     7pm 

WEDNESDAY  | June 22                                                                                                   
2 Kgs 22:8-13, 23:1-3 / Mt 7:15-20                         

 Mass in Chapel (+Margaret Piebenga) 6:30pm 

THURSDAYJune 23                                                                                       
2 Kgs 24:8-17 / Mt 7:21-29 

 Let’s Go to Bat for Kids (5/3 Ballpark) 6:30pm 
 Golf Outing for Haiti Meeting (McDuffee) 7pm 

 FRIDAY | June 24 |  The Nativity of St. John the Baptist                                                                                                                    
Is 49:1-6 / Acts 13:22-26 / Lk 1:57-66, 80 

 Mass in Chapel (+Mary Ann Teerman) 8:30am                                                                                                                                                    

SATURDAYJune 25                                                                                                    
Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19 / Mt 8:5-17                                                                                                                                                                                     
 Catholic Heart Workcamp Departure in the morning 
 Reconciliation/Confessions (Church) 4-4:45pm 
 Contemporary Choir Practice (Church) 4:30pm 

LORD’S DAY LITURGIES June 26, 2016 

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time          

    

Living in Mercy 
But who do you say I am?  This is perhaps a hard question. But it 
is the one that matters. With Peter (and the disciples), each of us 
wants to say: “You are the Messiah, the Christ of God!” We do say 
it because we are here, because we are Christian. We thirst for him.  
     But does not this Jubilee Year of Mercy shed renewed light on 
this answer and this name? Who is this Christ in this year? How has 
this Christ shown and done mercy work? And how do I make his 
biblical acting a pattern for my own life? 

 Because Jesus is the Christ, how will I 
deny myself this day? 

 Because Jesus is the Christ, what cross 
will I pick up? 

 Because Jesus is the Christ, how will I 
help others follow him? 

Prepare for next week:  Read and reflect on 
the Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(beginning on pg. 304) in the “Living    
Liturgy” missal. 

 

REAL PEOPLE       REAL PRESENCE 
... a welcoming Roman Catholic family of God 

empowered by the Holy Spirit 
to grow our relationship with Jesus Christ  

and with one another 
as we worship, pray, learn and serve. 

Sunday, June 26 

  Coffee & Donuts (DH) ~ after the Sunday Masses 

 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28  

  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E   
19 June 2016 
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ST. PIUS X CATHOLIC PARISH 

3937 Wilson Ave. SW Grandville, MI  49418 

616-532-9344  Fax:  616-538-6340 

www.spxcatholic.org 
 

Parish & Formation Office Hours:   

  9-Noon; 1-5pm Mon-Thurs 

                           9 to Noon on Fridays 

Parish Book of Prayer — This book near the main 

church entrance is for your prayers of intercession or 

gratitude. They are part of the intentions at Mass.   

Parish Membership — Count yourself in! If you 

worship with us regularly, kindly register as a       

parishioner.  You’ll receive parish mailings, and it will 

help us provide pastoral care should you need it.  

Contact 532-9344; or parishoffice@spxcatholic.org.   

Infant Baptisms are celebrated at various times 

throughout the year.  If you believe raising your child 

in our Catholic faith is one of your most important 

duties as a parent, call the parish office. 

Sacrament of Marriage — The lifelong covenant 

between a man and a woman is a sign of God’s cove-

nant with us.  At least six months of prayer and prep-

aration are needed before entering this commitment. 

Please contact Fr. Chris as soon as you are engaged. 

Couples celebrating an anniversary ending in a “0” or 

“5” may request a special blessing.  
OTHER MARRIAGE RESOURCES: www.foryourmarriage.org/ 

Pastoral Care of the Sick — If you or a loved one 

are seriously ill, homebound, or anticipating surgery, 

please contact Marjorie Flores or Fr. Chris in the 

parish office. The hospitals do not contact us.   

PARISH OFFICE  

Rev. Chris RouechPastor 
532-9344, ext. 107 frchris@spxcatholic.org 

Marilyn Beckwith Business Manager 

532-9344, ext. 102 businessmanager@spxcatholic.org 

Andy Rebollar Pastoral Associate for Parish Life 

532-9344, ext. 103 arebollar@spxcatholic.org 

Marjorie Flores  Pastoral Associate for Pastoral 

Care & Christian Initiation 

532-9344, ext. 106 care@spxcatholic.org 

Rick Hardy  Pastoral Associate for Worship 

532-9344, ext. 136 music@spxcatholic.org 

Jane GoudelockAdministrative Assistant 

532-9344, ext. 101 parishoffice@spxcatholic.org 
 

FAITH FORMATION & YOUTH MINISTRY 

Elizabeth Pung Director of Faith Formation 

538-2600, ext. 122 epung@spxcatholic.org 

Jacob Rolf  Coordinator of Youth Ministry 

538-2600, ext. 137 youth@spxcatholic.org 

Glenda Trytko Religious Education Coordinator 

538-2600, ext. 121 gtrytko@spxcatholic.org 

Christine Verburg Secretary, Faith Formation 

538-2600, ext. 120 formation@spxcatholic.org 

Sandy Grandy Secretary, Faith Formation 

538-2600, ext. 118 youth@spxcatholic.org 
 

Kim Lobert Interim Director of Maintenance 

538-2600, ext. 116 maintenance@spxcatholic.org 

ST. PIUS X CATHOLIC PARISH 
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616-532-9344  Fax:  616-538-6340 
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Parish & Formation Office Hours:  

9-Noon; 1-5pm Mon-Thurs       9-Noon on Fridays 
(Formation Summer Hours:  9:30-4:30pm Monday-Thursday) 

Parish Book of Prayer — This book near the main 

church entrance is for your prayers of intercession or 

gratitude. They are part of the intentions at Mass.   

Parish Membership — Count yourself in! If you 

worship with us regularly, kindly register as a       

parishioner.  You’ll receive parish mailings, and it will 

help us provide pastoral care should you need it.  

Contact 532-9344; or parishoffice@spxcatholic.org.   

Infant Baptisms are celebrated at various times 

throughout the year.  If you believe raising your child 

in our Catholic faith is one of your most important 

duties as a parent, call the parish office. 

Sacrament of Marriage — The lifelong covenant 

between a man and a woman is a sign of God’s cove-

nant with us.  At least six months of prayer and prep-

aration are needed before entering this commitment. 

Please contact Fr. Chris as soon as you are engaged. 

Couples celebrating an anniversary ending in a “0” or 

“5” may request a special blessing.  
OTHER MARRIAGE RESOURCES: www.foryourmarriage.org/ 

Pastoral Care of the Sick — If you or a loved one 

are seriously ill, homebound, or anticipating surgery, 

please contact Marjorie Flores or Fr. Chris in the 

parish office. The hospitals do not contact us.   

PARISH OFFICE  

Rev. Chris RouechPastor 
532-9344, ext. 107 frchris@spxcatholic.org 

Marilyn Beckwith Business Manager 

532-9344, ext. 102 businessmanager@spxcatholic.org 

Andy Rebollar Pastoral Associate for Parish Life 

532-9344, ext. 103 arebollar@spxcatholic.org 

                           Pastoral Associate for Pastoral 

Care & Christian Initiation 

532-9344, ext. 106 care@spxcatholic.org 

Meghan Schaut  Director of Music 

532-9344, ext. 136 music@spxcatholic.org 

Jane GoudelockAdministrative Assistant 

532-9344, ext. 101 parishoffice@spxcatholic.org 
 

FAITH FORMATION & YOUTH MINISTRY 

Elizabeth Post Director of Faith Formation 

538-2600, ext. 122 epost@spxcatholic.org 

Merry Hass Coordinator of Youth Ministry 

538-2600, ext. 137 youth@spxcatholic.org 

Glenda Trytko Religious Education Coordinator 

538-2600, ext. 121 gtrytko@spxcatholic.org 

Christine Verburg Secretary, Faith Formation 

538-2600, ext. 120 formation@spxcatholic.org 

Sandy Grandy Secretary, Faith Formation 

538-2600, ext. 118 youth@spxcatholic.org 
 

Kim Lobert | Director of Maintenance 

538-2600, ext. 116 maintenance@spxcatholic.org 

BUILDING UPDATE — Members of 

the parish Campus and Facilities  

Master Planning Committee had a 

three-hour meeting last Tuesday to 

discuss how to best proceed with  

addressing our facility needs. 

 You may recall that the conceptual 

plans on display in the vestibule total 

$3.5 million.  A feasibility study  

indicates a capital campaign would 

raise $2-2.5 million—perhaps up to 

$3 million if parishioners believe 

strongly in the project. With $500,000 

from savings, that leaves us with a 

gap of $500,000 to $1 million. 

 There’s great support for a new 

youth room, and it’s a no-brainer that 

we must resurface our parking lots 

and replace aging boilers. 

 What we’re struggling with is the 

proposed Gathering Area outside the 

church. Some believe this is a “need.” 

Others deem it a “want.” 

 Most parishioners are here just once 

a week to celebrate the Lord’s Day (if 

that often). The Gathering Area would 

offer space for people to congregate 

and be drawn more deeply in the life 

of the parish before and after Mass.  

Such a space would appease those 

who want to pray before Mass but are 

disturbed by others who socialize in 

church.  

 Just as significantly, this area would 

provide a hub between the three 

wings of our building, which can feel 

like a sprawling maze. 

 I think you can tell I dream of a 

Gathering Area for St. Pius X! But I 

certainly understand the position of 

those who say “yes, that would be 

nice, but we can’t afford it.” 

 The consensus of the committee is 

to ask the architect to explore other 

configurations that would address 

concerns raised by the feasibility 

study and trim $500,000 from the 

package.   

 From the feasibility study, the com-

mittee also learned that parishioners 

want to be certain that other options 

have been explored—such as renovat-

ing existing space.  Many people    

observe that we have many empty 

rooms on campus.  That’s true—

except during peak times when  

Religious Education or youth ministry 

is in session.  With people’s schedules 

being as busy as they are, it’s very 

difficult to match up our spaces with 

people’s schedules. 

 On Tuesday, the committee also 

discussed the feasibility of erecting a 

low-cost stand-alone building to serve 

as a youth center.  While this is an 

appealing solution, the consensus is 

that keeping our facility tied together 

would be more practical and  

affordable in the long run.   

 As I’ve said before: please stay 

tuned.  And please, keep praying. 

 
STAFF UPDATE — As you may know, 

we have two openings on our parish 

staff.  My hope is to introduce next 

week our new Pastoral Associate for 

Pastoral Care, Outreach and Christian 

Initiation.  Interviews for a new  

Coordinator of Youth Ministry are 

underway.  Fortunately, Merry Hass is 

continuing in this role until her  

replacement is on board. 

 
CRUCIFIED and RISEN — Our parish 

has long had the custom of displaying 

an image of the  

Risen Christ during 

the Easter Season, 

and a traditional  

crucifix during other 

times of the year. 

But not this summer. 

The crucifix has 

been sent away for 

refinishing, along 

with a carved statue of the Sacred 

Heart that stood in the chapel.   

 Carved in Italy, I think the crucifix 

was first placed in the sanctuary of the 

original church when it was  

remodeled in 1978. Like most of us, 

Jesus’ corpus had begun to fade and 

develop age spots over the past 30 

years.  The cost of the $2,000 restoration is 

coming from the church memorials fund.  A 

new Italian carved corpus would be $5,500.    

 

                           The View from 40th & Wilson  
FR. CHRIS ROUECH 
frchris@spxcatholic.org 

Assorted & Important PARISH NEWS 

http://www.foryourmarriage.org/
http://www.foryourmarriage.org/
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Faith Formation Religious Education  

ELIZABETH POST 

epost@spxcatholic.org 
 

CAVE QUEST VBS ~ Following Jesus the Light of the World  

Come join in the fun and adventure as we go spelunking through 
unforgettable Bible stories, team-building games, 
cool Bible Songs, friendships, tasty treats, and so 
much more!  The adventure runs July 18-22 from 
9am-Noon.  For more information or to register 
see the parish website, call the Formation Office 

(538-2600) or  visit groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/spxcatholic2016. 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL CAMP EDGE:  Our 3rd annual Middle School 

Summer Camp will be the week of July 25.  Space is limited;  
registration will open later this month. 
 

 
NOVEL READERS BOOK CLUB meets at 7pm  

Monday, June 20, in McDuffee to discuss Kabul Beauty 
School by Deborah Rodriguez.  Contact Linda Stray 
(lindastray@yahoo.com or 249-8034) or Mary Boehm 
(meb2904@aol.com or 538-9635) with inquires. 
 

              High School Youth Ministry       
MERRY HASS 

mhass@spxcatholic.org 

KEEP US IN YOUR PRAYERS: On Saturday morning, June 25,  

53 teens and 10 adults will be making their way to Catholic Heart 
Workcamp in Springfield, IL.  This is a great opportunity for us to 
Go Make a Difference in our World! Come hear about our adventures 
on July 12. 

HS YOUTH MINISTRY SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES! 

 Notre Dame Vision Summer Conferences                                
Visit vision.nd.edu 

 World Youth Day ~ July 24-Aug. 1 in Poland                 
Visit detroityouthministers.com 

 World Youth Day ~ July 30-31 at St. Mary’s in       
Orchard Lake, MI Visit detroityouthministers.com 

 The experience will include many of the same features of the  
 international WYD including a pilgrimage walk, dynamic and  
 inspiring presenters, prayer and liturgy, sleeping outside, live music, 
 Polish culture, and meeting new friends.  Contact me if interested. 

 
 

 

When choosing which businesses to patronize, 

please choose those who advertise in this bulletin. . 

Their support pays for this publication. 
 

 

See our ad on back page 

http://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ex/spxcatholic2016
http://www.vision.nd.edu
http://www.detroityouthministers.com
http://www.detroityouthministers.com
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 ANDY REBOLLAR 

arebollar@spxcatholic.org 

            Parish Life 

 STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT:  In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells his 

disciples that if they wish to follow him they must deny themselves 

and take up his cross daily. In Jesus’ time, the cross was not something 

nice or cool that one could hang on the wall or around one’s neck. It 

was an instrument of torture and execution. His point: We are to lay 

down our lives and let him take control. Good stewards hand over 

their lives to Jesus no matter the cost. They realize that all they take 

with them into the next life is their relationship with Christ Jesus. 

What are we pursuing? A life that tries to bring fulfillment to our-

selves or a life that brings us closer to Jesus?  from the ICSC Catholic 

Stewardship June 2016 e-bulletin 
 

Time and Talent 
 

MASS ATTENDANCE  
 

June 11 & 12: 5:30pm—246 |  8:30am—224  | 10:30am—428 
 

THANK YOU to St. Pius X for your prayers and visits at the nursing 

home for Pat.  To Fr. Mel Fox, the choir, organist, altar servers, and 

Marjorie for making her funeral Mass special.  Thanks also to the lunch-

eon servers and cooks for the delicious lunch.   The family of Patricia 

Deuling 
 

 

Treasure 

  ST. PIUS X TITHES 10 PERCENT OF OUR LORD’S DAY OFFERTORY 
income to needy individuals and organizations locally, nationally and inter-
nationally through our Master’s Mission Fund.   

 

IT IS WITH SINCERE APPRECATION that I thank you for 

your gift to the Dominican Republic Service Learning Program at 

Aquinas College.  Your gift will help enable the Aquinas group to 

spend one more week assisting Building Bridges of Hope with their 

ministry, which is an outreach to the poorest of the Dominican  

Republic.  Potential projects include painting a new nutritional center, 

assisting with medical clinics, and participating with reforestation  

projects.  Students will also experience the Dominican culture and 

get to know the communities in which we will be working.  All of us 

at Aquinas College appreciate your investment.  Thank you again for 

your contribution of $200.  God’s blessing on you.   

Eric Bridge/Coordinator of Service Learning 

 

  THANK YOU for your generous gift of $1,000 to Catholic  

  Charities of Shiawassee and Genesee Counties!  With your support, 

we are able to continue our mission of Providing Help and Creating 

Hope throughout the community at our Soup Kitchens, Warming 

Center and Community Closets.  We are also able to meet the   

demands of the Flint Water Crisis—affecting our clients and      

neighbors.  Your general spirit helps us meet people where they are, 

during good times and crisis, as we serve ALL people in need.      

Vicky Schultz/President CEO 

 

St. Pius X has 942 registered households.  Last week, 317 contributed either by using 
an offertory envelope or electronically. Every gift is gratefully received as a sacrifice 
united with Christ’s own self-offering in the Eucharist to share God’s love.  

 
 

PARISH SUPPORT  
Fiscal Year 2015-16 | Week 50/52 

 
 

Last week 
6/11 & 6/12

 
 

Year to 
Date 

 
 

Prior Year 
to Date 

Adult Envelopes    $  12,134 $657,722 $ 676,853 

Electronic Giving spxcatholic.org $     3,255 $216,083 $ 195,222 

Youth Envelopes  $           2 $      199 $      479 

Loose Offerings $       415 $  34,897 $  33,187 

Total Contributions $  15,806 $908,901 $905,741 

Budget Overage/(Shortfall) $   (2,411) $    3,386  

OTHER GIVING                      

Master’s Mission                            $       533 $  31,985 $ 33,854 

Mass Assignments for June 25 & 26 
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  5:30pm 

 

 John Chrusciel 
 

8:30am 

 Dave & Mary Bristol 
 
 

10:30am  

Sharon Love 

 

 
Wendy Charboneau 
Dorothy Lemmon 
C’Ann Tyson 
Donna Vaughn 

Ren Hanselman 
Tom Krepps 
Pegge Krepps 
Pat VanderVeen

 

 Noah Kusmierski 
Brendon McKinley 
Ryan Minnick 

Ava McIntyre 
Samantha McIntyre 
Peyton Snidanko 

 Jamie Blanch 
Heather Dabbous 
Danita O’Brien 
Diane Remenak 
Barbara Sawicki 
Melissa Seguin 
3 Volunteers Needed 

Judy Clinger 
Tony Grandy 
Mark Henderson 
Val Henderson 
Brittany Klein 
Tara Pankratz 
Mary Rademacher 
Janine Skavnak 
Barry Waters 
 
 
 

Frank Cegelis 
Connor Fischer 
Donna Huyge 
Chris Marsh 
Randy Miller 
Kris Phillips 
Mike Signore 
Andrew Sundstrom 
Nick Sundstrom  
Mary Tracey 
Nam Vu 
Susan Wise 
Kim Wohlfeil 

 
 

Marc Larabel 
Jan Sartorius 

Helena Signore 
Amber Swift 

   Judy Konopka 

 Usher Team:  C Usher Team: G 

ST. PIUS X...let’s cheer on Father Chris as he displays his 

baseball talents at the 29th annual softball game between the 

Media Giants and the Padres.  

 To volunteer in greeting, set up, raffle ticket sales, 

games and more contact Catholic Charities of West     

Michigan at 551-5663. 

 To ride the St. Pius X bus, contact the par ish office and   

reserve your spot at 532-9344.  The bus will depart from   

St. Pius X at 5:45pm and 

return around 9:30pm. 

 Get your free tickets for 

the game and more infor -

mation at ccwestmi.org/

whats-happening/events/

lets-go-to-bat-for-kids/ 

https://www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx?cid=1448
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+like+facebook&id=F8B646A366D742D8F8A78B746E4397DEF97E551E&FORM=IQFRBA
http://ccwestmi.org/whats-happening/events/lets-go-to-bat-for-kids/
http://ccwestmi.org/whats-happening/events/lets-go-to-bat-for-kids/
http://ccwestmi.org/whats-happening/events/lets-go-to-bat-for-kids/
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Our prayer list for healing 

Please continue to pray for the following and all the sick in our Parish, their families 

and friends, those hospitalized and home-bound, and those in care facilities. To be 
included on the Prayer Chain (separate from this bulletin list), call Jason George at 
(231) 736-7487. 

Jenny Walsh Gerry Dekkinga Bob Brock Joe Capriglione 

Kenneth Schumacher Mary LaSarge Deacon Norm Riksen Erika Yonker 

Kelsey Gibson Andre Miles Lenore Nufrio Marie Nevins 

Robert Rasperlik Catherine Cesare Diane & Mary Prindle Andy Wierzbicki 

Joe Lemont Henry Visscher Betty DiTrapani Judy Bonzheim 

Beverwyk Family Joe & Margaret Grandy Rose Reilly Clara Raaymakers 

Anthony McAndrew M. Forrester Laurie Bialik Sally Thome 

Jennifer Hassell Marty Schumacker Margaret Harman Pat Chichester 

Mick Vaughn John Stoddard Carol Guffy Bob & Holly Ann Ott 

Ben Baird Derek Bull Shannon Olman Diane Austin 

Rich Hubbard Stephen Meurer Dorothy Rennager Linda Meagher 

Kathy Maslowski Charles & Mag Frodl Patrick Bartz Ilene Topolinski 

Deb Russo Tom & Becky Hoffmann Ellen O’Toole Sarah Johnson 

Catherine Owens Mike Connell Edward  Kaminski Justin Vriezema 

Jeff Zylstra Mary Jebb Markell Barnhart Lindsey Read 

Marlene Strong Mary Beth Jensen Pat Rummer Robert Ryzanca 

Cindy Cole Megan Reynolds Chris VanderSlice Mary Benson-Slosser 

Jill Moyer Jim & Mary Norcutt Leo Raap Deb Finnigan 

Nell Wouters Allen Mulligan 
Jim & Madeleine    

Stotenbur 
Martha VanDyke 

Brianne Bassett Jon Hannan Baby Mila Ken Jenkins 

Tom Wojtas Joe & Winnie Kulaga Jonathan Kolenda Sandy Ressell 

Kerry Deboer Donna Waters Diane Remenak John Blanchard 

Sr. Jean Marie Wojtas Pat DeJong Norm Pokora Linda Wood 

Terri Bernott Clara Jo Braybrook Barbara Barney Zachary Matzke 

Ann Berg Jane Voss Karen Bourassa Pam Willemstein 

Virginia Bieber John Wheat Judy Perrin Bob Bagin 

Matt Rich Diane Rudnik   

  PRAYER POST: Lectio Divina ~ Sacred Reading 

Lectio Divina, while it may sound intimidating, is a flexible and easy 
way to pray with Holy Scripture.  Not to be confused with a bible 
study, this form of prayer is not done to gain information but using 
the texts to aide in your contact with God.  It can be prayed  
individually or in a group.  This method of prayer goes back to the 
early monastic tradition.  Since there were not bibles for everyone 
nor did everyone know how to read, monks gathered in a chapel to 
hear a member of the community reading from the scripture.  In this 
exercise, they were taught and encouraged to listen with their hearts 
because it was the Word of God that they 
were hearing.  Some people who regularly 
engage in this method of prayer choose the 
epistle or the Gospel for the Mass of the day 
as suggested by the Catholic Church.  
Source: http://lectio-divina.org/; ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-what-

how-why-of-prayer/praying-with-scripture   

Happy Father’s Day 
 

God our Father, 
in your wisdom and love you made all things. 
Bless our father. 
Let the example of his faith and love shine forth. 
Grant that we, his family, 
may honor him always 
with a spirit of profound respect. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Nuptial Blessing by Pope Francis | Elizabeth Post 

 It was a chilly morning for the end of May in Rome.  While I am  

normally really bothered by the cold, this morning I was running on the  
adrenaline of what this day would bring.   
 My husband, Mike, and I stood outside of St. Peter’s Square in Vatican City at 
7am, waiting for the gates to open.  We were with two friends and hundreds of 
others.  This was something I had dreamed about since the day I knew it was a 
possibility.  Not only were we going to a Papal Audience, but we were dressed 
in our wedding attire and actually going to meet and receive a blessing from the 
Pope himself!  I remember attending other papal audiences, one with Pope 
Benedict and one with Pope Francis, and seeing brides and grooms walking 
around St. Peter’s Square.  Wondering what that was about, I discovered that 
within your first year of marriage, you can petition Rome to attend a papal 
audience and receive a blessing from the Pope.  This was something,  
God-willing, I was going to do! 
     The trip was planned in January, tickets purchased, arrangements made and 
four months later, we were here!  We waited in the line for about an hour until 
the gates opened.  Unsure of where we were supposed to go, some volunteers 
ushered us to the front onto a stage.  We were in the section with about 50 
other newly married couples from around the globe.  The view of the square 
was incredible as it filled with thousands of pilgrims.    

The audience began at 10am as Pope Francis made his way through 

the crowd, waving and greeting people.  We actually could not see much 

of what was 
going on in 
the square but 
once he   
arrived on 
stage, we had 
a nice profile 
view of the 
Pope.  We 
were about 
30yds away.  
His message 
reminded us 
to “pray  
always and 
don’t lose 
heart”.  The 
audience was 

relatively short and completed by 11am.  Unsure of what was going to happen 
next, a handful of volunteers moved their way through the bridal section and 
removed a few of the barriers.  We were one of the first ten couples escorted 
onto the main stage area.  Mike and I secured a space right behind the barrier. 
     Watching the Pope, it was obvious he was intently focusing on whoever he 
was speaking with at any given moment.  He took his time and did his best to 
be present to each individual.  Finally, he was only a few feet from us.  I could 
hardly contain my excitement, and nerves!  What was I going to say to him!?   
I had been running through various things I wanted to say for days but now I 
was really about to speak to the Pope!  He moved in closer, surrounded by his 
body guards and photographers.  He shook Mike’s hand first.  I’m not sure if 
Pope Francis spoke to Mike at all or just exchanged a warm greeting and hand-
shake.  As he moved on to shake my hand he looked very intently into my eyes.  
He had soft gentle hands and really didn’t need to speak.  I mustered up my 
courage and began to talk to him in Spanish.  I told him how wonderful it was 
to meet him and I introduced Mike and I.  He nodded warmly.  Then I asked if 
he would be so kind as to bless us and I mentioned that I was now pregnant 
and hoping he would bless our unborn child.  Pope Francis immediately got 
excited and was full of smiles!  He placed his hand on my stomach and I placed 
my hands on top of his.  He prayed a blessing over Mike and I and our child.  
Time stood still.  It seemed like we were in that moment for hours when it was 
likely about two minutes.  Trying to hold back the tears, we thanked him, said 
goodbye and he moved on to the next couple.  Mike and I stumbled away, 
overcome with emotion.  We had just not only met the Pope but received a 
nuptial blessing and blessing for our unborn child!!  In a daze, we found our 
friends and proceeded to walk through the Jubilee Year of Mercy Doors.   
 

We remained in our wedding attire the rest of the day, rejoicing in the 

blessing received from the Pope and rejoicing in the blessings that God was 

giving us.  I have no idea who this little child of ours will be, but it is pretty 

incredible that he or she will enter the world already having met and been 

touched by our Holy Father! 

Parish Faith Formation Director Elizabeth Post and her husband, Mike, 

receiving a blessing from St. Francis in Rome. 
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