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  Gillete Nevado is originally from the 

Philippines. She came to the USA when 

she was 14 years old. Gillete spoke very 

little English, and did not know much 

about cultures besides her own. She 

appreciated the diversity in the USA, but 

not everybody shared her enthusiasm. 

Unfortunately she was faced with racism 

at her public school. Soon enough she 

realized she cannot let what happened to 

her turn her into a close-minded person, 

and get in the way of her success. “When 

I came to America I thought to myself, I 

am going to have a better life, but in 

reality you have to work for it. I lived 

comfortably back home, but I was 

expecting to live the life that I saw in 

American TV shows.” 
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Gillete graduated from Venice YouthBuild in 2014. Prior to attending 

YouthBuild she did not know anything about the environment or renewable 

energy. “I did not even know about solar energy. I just did not care about 

the environment. I only knew that my pencil is made out of wood. As long 

as I had my pencil, I did not care about what else surrounded me. I 

was very selfish.” At YouthBuild, she learned that the environment is 

everything humans are surrounded by, and without a healthy environment 

humans cannot exist. “It (the environment) is very important because it is 

where we live 24/7, and we have to take care of our environment. It 

provides the place we live in, the air we breathe, and the food we eat. 

Without the environment we die.” 
While attending YouthBuild, she earned valuable credentials including 

a PACT Certificate. Also, she earned her high school diploma, $1400 

AmeriCorps Scholarship, and learned how to install solar panels. 

YouthBuild helped Gillete improve her networking and communication 
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skills, which enabled her to connect with people from different 

backgrounds, as well as learning how to speak five languages. Gillete is 

passionate about making renewable energy available to low-income 

families therefore she volunteered at RePower LA and GRID Alternatives. 

Just recently she spoke at the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 

to advocate for increased access to renewable energy by low-income 

families. After graduating, Gillete was able to get a one-year contract with 

Enterpath where she offered clients free assessment, and free upgrades to 

more modern and efficient electric systems. After her contract ended, she 

soon found her two current part-time retail jobs. 
Gillete had great mentors that inspired her to manage her anger and social 

anxiety, and to pursue a career in the green building field. One of her 

mentors at YouthBuild taught her how to apply what she learned about real 

estate from text books to real life. Since the green building field is growing 

everyday, Gillete believes that homes that are energy-efficient will have an 

increasing value therefore it is necessary for all real estate agents to be 

knowledgeable about sustainability and energy efficiency. Besides 

increased value green homes provide their residents with better indoor air 

and general environmental quality. As far as long-term career 

goals, coming to the USA taught Gillete how to be flexible, adaptable, and 

open to taking advantage of new opportunities when they become available. 
Her advice to all YouthBuild students wanting to be successful is to be 

respectful, open-minded, and to do something purposeful. Students need to 

be empowered to do what they are truly passionate about, not what other 

people think they should be doing.  
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