
	
  

FACT SHEET  
WHAT TO EXPECT FROM FATHOM CUBA 

 
Carnival Corporation & plc, the world’s largest leisure travel company, today announced a truly historic 
opportunity for travel to Cuba aboard the 704-passenger MV Adonia through its newest brand Fathom. 
The Cuban government granted approval for the company to begin travel to Cuba starting on May 1, 
2016, marking the first time in over 50 years a cruise ship can travel from the United States to Cuba. 
 
Fathom’s round-trip cruise itinerary between the U.S. and multiple destinations in Cuba	offers a chance to 
experience a rich and vibrant culture that, until now, most U.S. travelers have only seen in photographs. 
The Fathom 
itinerary – 
featuring visits to 
the Cuban port 
cities of Havana, 
Cienfuegos, and 
Santiago de 
Cuba – will 
provide travelers 
the opportunity to 
interact with the 
artists, 
musicians, 
business owners, 
and families who 
make up the 
fabric of Cuban society. As travelers engage with the Cuban people, they will also experience the sights, 
sounds, tastes and rhythms of this beautiful country: the Spanish and French colonial architecture, classic 
American cars, traditional Cuban music and dance, the coastal fortresses and tall cathedrals, the 
cannons on San Juan Hill, and the shores of Cojimar, Ernest Hemingway’s favorite fishing village.  
 
The Fathom Cuban itinerary was designed for ease of travel, providing travelers with a comfortable cabin 
including all the amenities of a modern hotel, plus the luxury of having to unpack only once. Every night, 
Fathom travelers return to the comforts of the MV Adonia, where they can relax knowing that all the 
details of getting from location to location in Cuba are handled. While onboard traveling between cities, 
travelers may unwind by the pool or take part in a range of onboard activities like dancing lessons, an 
authentic Cuban cocktail class, or learning more about the everyday lives of the Cuban people and their 
remarkable culture. 
 
Expect a Journey Filled With Possibilities 
 
When the MV Adonia docks in Havana on Monday, travelers’ people-to-people journeys begin in earnest. 
During the time onshore, travelers will visit historic sites both ancient and modern. They will see vintage 
American cars, taste delicious Cuban rum, and dance to the legendary rhythms of the island. But the true 
value of this journey will be the opportunity to get to know the Cuban people one-on-one as travelers 
connect, not just to the Cuban heritage and culture, but to local residents’ everyday lives and personal 
stories. The voyages are intended to be pure enjoyment – part learning and part sharing as travelers get 
to know the Cuban people face-to-face. Following is 
a summary of a typical week’s itinerary: 
 

 Havana (Two Days) 
The onshore adventure begins, appropriately 
enough, with the flavors of Old Havana, which 
come in every variety. After an authentic Cuban 
lunch at one of Cuba’s many family-owned in-
home restaurants known as Paladares, travelers 
will dive deep into the city’s 16th-century 
heritage with a walking tour of Old Havana. They 
will visit Old Havana's four main squares; Plaza 



	
Vieja, San Francisco de Assisi Square, Plaza de Armas and the Cathedral Square. During the tour, 
travelers will meet business owners and workers and see, firsthand, why current restoration efforts in 
this UNESCO World Heritage site are crucial to both the city’s cultural pride and its economic future. 
Travelers also will get to explore the local booksellers market and visit one of the most important 
graphic arts establishments, Taller Grafico Experimental, to learn about one of the oldest “Grabado” 
or printmaking techniques. Later that evening, travelers will have the chance to sample Havana’s 
legendary music and entertainment scene, a very different side of the city’s heritage and one with a 
very different mingling of flavors. 
 
The second day in Havana begins on the scenic drive up the famous Paseo del Prado, the dividing 
line between Old and Central Havana. As they pass Parque Central, travelers may see groups of 
Cubans debating about baseball, while across the street they will see the recently renovated and 
reopened Gran Teatro de La Habana, home of the Cuban National Ballet. They also will see El 
Capitolio, current home to the Cuban Academy of Sciences. The site – currently undergoing 
extensive renovations – was the seat of the Cuban government until 1959 and soon will be home of 
Cuba’s National Assembly. The tour will continue along the famed Reina Street where travelers will 
see examples of Art Nouveau buildings and colonial houses as well as Art Deco homes and public 
buildings. They then will arrive at a local community project such as the home of famed Cuban artist 
Jose Fuster, the community art project of Muraleando, Callejon de Hamel or Arte Corte all of whose 
efforts have contributed to the upgrading and artistic sensibilities of the surrounding neighborhoods. 
Travelers may also visit a local organic farm, where plants and seedlings are raised for supply to 
neighboring residential and collective farms, and learn more about the equally important arts of 
permaculture and natural biological farming methods. 
 
Next travelers will visit a place where 
Cuban history is still being made– the 
Plaza de la Revolucion, where Fidel 
Castro has addressed millions of 
Cubans on numerous occasions, and 
where Pope Francis held Mass on his 
visit to Cuba in 2015. The huge square 
is dominated by a towering memorial 
dedicated to Jose Marti and by the giant 
iron sculptures of Che Guevara and 
Camilo Cienfuegos that decorate the 
facades of the Ministry of the Interior 
and the Ministry of Communications. 
Afterward, travelers will join a local 
guide to tour the highlights and hear the 
stories of the 140-acre Cementerio de 
Cristóbal Colón, whose central 
avenues, sculptural monuments, and 
elaborate baroque-style mausoleums make this massive cemetery almost a city of its own. 
 
After enjoying an authentic home cooked Cuban lunch at a Paladar, travelers will meet the family that 
owns the business and learn about their journey to self-employment. Afterward, they will share the 
pride of Cubans in the Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes, which houses a comprehensive collection of 
Cuban art spanning five centuries and see why art is considered such an integral and vital part of 
Cuban culture. 
 
Continuing their arts focus, travelers will follow in the footsteps of one of Cuba’s most famous 
expatriate artists, with an excursion to the nearby fishing village of Cojimar, one of Hemingway’s 
favorite retreats and the setting for The Old Man and the Sea. 
 
The final day in Havana ends with a little retail therapy during a visit to Almacenes San José Artisans' 
Market, Havana’s largest craft market, which offers a little of everything from clothing and jewelry to 
ceramics, paintings, and souvenirs. Not only is this a great place to shop but it is a great place for 
travelers to make conversation and new friends, chatting with local vendors about how they became 
masters of their crafts and learning about the benefits it has created for them. 
 



	
As the ship gets under way again, travelers may join their new-found friends for drinks, dinner and to 
relax while reminiscing about the day. They may also enjoy a Cuban-themed movie or head for the 
Curzon Lounge and dance the night away to the sounds of a local Cuban band.   
 

 Cienfuegos (One Day) 
During a walking tour of Cienfuegos, it 
will not take travelers long to see why 
the city’s historic center, with its 
remarkable collection of French-
influenced Neoclassical buildings, has 
been designated a UNESCO World 
Heritage site. Travelers will also soon 
realize why Cubans call this small but 
shining port city, with its wide seaside 
boulevards and sparkling bay, “La 
Perla del Sur: The Pearl of the South.” 
During a morning walk, travelers will 
visit a pharmacy, a market, and a local 
ration store, meeting local residents 
and learning about Cuba’s country-
wide ration and dual currency systems. The day continues with a tour of the Teatro Tomas Terry. 
Featuring influences from both France and Italy, this theatre is grand from the outside, but even 
grander within. Built between 1887 and 1889 to honor Venezuelan industrialist Tomás Terry, the 950-
seat auditorium is embellished with Carrara marble, hand-carved Cuban hardwoods and whimsical 
ceiling frescoes. Following the tour, travelers will be treated to a private performance by the renowned 
Cantores de Cienfuegos, with the opportunity to sit down afterward with the musicians to learn more 
about their lives, their training, and their roles as music professors at area schools.   
 

 
 Santiago De Cuba (One Day) 

The final port is Santiago de Cuba, 
capital of the Spanish colony of Cuba 
from 1522 until 1589, and still the 
island’s most important city after 
Havana. Travelers will begin their day 
visiting sights such as San Juan Hill, 
where they can view the watchtower, 
get an up-close view of the cannons 
used during this important battle of the 
Spanish-American War, and view the 
memorial dedicated to those who lost 
their lives; the Antonio Maceo 
Revolution Square featuring the 
country’s tallest heroic statue and the 
Santa Ifigenia Cemetery where Cuban National Hero Jose Marti was laid to rest. Afterward, travelers 
may step deep into the city’s colonial past as they tour the UNESCO World Heritage site of Castillo 
de San Pedro de la Roca. The coastal fortress, constructed in 1637 for the protection of the port city, 
holds the country’s most complete and best-preserved examples of Spanish-American military 
architecture and artifacts. 
  
Also on the day’s itinerary are other local landmarks, including the red-domed towers of the Basílica 
de Nuestra Señora de la Caridad del Cobre, Cuba’s most sacred pilgrimage site. 

 
Itineraries Feature Seven Nights and Three Historic Cities 
 
During the seven-day voyage, travelers will experience almost four full days of shore excursions during 
stops in Havana, Cienfuegos and Santiago de Cuba. More details about the sample itineraries during 
visits to the historic cities are outlined below.  
 
A sample day in Havana may include: 



	
 
 7-8 a.m.:  Gather and depart from the Adonia 
 
 8-10 a.m.:  Take the scenic route through the streets of Central Havana to see sights like the Paseo 

del Prado, Parque Central, the recently renovated Gran Teatro de La Habana, El Capitolio and the 
famed Reina Street finally arriving at the final destination, a local community project. 

 
 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.:	On this monumental morning, visit the Plaza de la Revolucion, Havana’s largest 

square and Cuba’s current administrative center. Afterward, join a local guide to tour the highlights 
and stories of Latin America’s most important cemetery, the massive baroque-style Cementerio de 
Cristóbal Colón. 

 
 12.-3 p.m.:  Get a taste of Cuban arts and cuisine, enjoying an authentic home-cooked Cuban lunch 

at one of Cuba’s many family-owned in-home restaurants known as Paladares. Meet the family and 
learn about their journey to self-employment. Afterward, visit the Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes that 
exhibits Cuban art collections from the colonial times through today and see why art is considered 
such an integral and vital part of the Cuban culture.  

 
 3-5 p.m.:  Discover Ernest Hemingway’s Cuba, following in the footsteps of one of Cuba’s most 

famous expatriate artists, with an excursion to the nearby fishing village of Cojimar, one of 
Hemingway’s favorite retreats and the setting for The Old Man and the Sea.  

 
 5-6:30 p.m.:  Partake in a little retail therapy, visiting Almacenes San José Artisans' Market, Havana’s 

largest craft market, which offers a little of everything from clothing and jewelry to ceramics, paintings, 
and souvenirs. Chat with local vendors and learn how they became masters of their crafts and the 
benefits it has created for them. 

 
 6:30 p.m.:  As the ship gets under way again, join some new-found friends for drinks and dinner. 

Then the evening is free for travelers to relax in their favorite bar to reminisce about the day, to play a 
round of dominoes, or to head for the Curzon Lounge and dance the night away to sounds of 
authentic Cuban music performed by artists right off the island.   

 
A sample day in Cienfuegos	may include: 
 
 8–9 a.m.:  Grab a leisurely breakfast on board and then meet up with other travelers taking part in the 

same cultural activities in Cienfuegos. 
 9:30–10:30 a.m.:  During a walking tour of Cienfuegos, explore this bustling little town to get a feel for 

what life is like in a more rural area of Cuba. The first stop is at a local ration store where local guides 
explain in detail the ration system in Cuba. Then learn about the dual currency system also in place. 
Then visit a local market that deals in both currencies to get a better understanding of how it all 
works. Finish up at the town square where travelers will get a chance to chat with some of the locals 
about life in this quaint town. 

 
 10:30–11:45 a.m.:  Experience Teatro Tomas Terry and Cantores de Cienfuegos, the choir of 

Cienfuegos. Featuring influences from both France and Italy, this theater is grand from the outside, 
but even grander within. Now prepare for a most memorable performance from the Cantores de 
Cienfuegos, with the opportunity to sit down afterward with the musicians to learn more about their 
lives, their training, and their roles as music professors at area schools.   

 
A sample day in Santiago de Cuba may include: 
 
 8–9 a.m.:  Spend a leisurely morning onboard sleeping in or taking an early swim on the Lido Deck 

before meeting up with fellow travelers for a day in this historic city. 
 
 9-10 a.m.:  Gather and depart from the Adonia 
 
 10 a.m.–12 p.m.:  Visit sights such as San Juan Hill to view the watchtower, get an up-close view of 

the cannons used during the important battle of the Spanish-American War, and view the memorial 
dedicated to those who lost their lives; the Antonio Maceo Revolution Square featuring the country’s 



	
tallest heroic statue and the Santa Ifigenia Cemetery where Cuban National Hero Jose Marti was laid 
to rest. Afterward, enjoy lunch at a local paladar. 

 
 1:30 p.m.–2:45 p.m.:  Prepare for the breathtaking views at the UNESCO World Heritage site San 

Pedro de la Roca Castle, built to protect the port of Santiago. Then visit the red-domed towers of the 
Basílica de Nuestra Señora de la Caridad del Cobre, Cuba’s most sacred pilgrimage site. Afterwards 
transfer back to the ship and set sail for Miami. 

 
Virtually Everything is Included in This Unbeatable Value 
 
Travelers may enjoy the sights, sounds, tastes and rhythms of everyday life in Cuba while relaxing and 
knowing that virtually all the costs, including meals, lodging, and daytime shore excursions, are already 
planned and covered in the price of the Fathom journey.  
 
Prices for seven-day itineraries to Cuba start at $1,800 per person; including almost four days of shore 
excursions during stops in Havana, Santiago de Cuba and Cienfuegos; ground transportation for all 
scheduled shore activities in Cuba; shipboard travel between ports so travelers may spend travel time 
relaxing by the pool, not sitting on a bus; three meals a day, including all lunches onshore; seven nights in 
a comfortable cabin aboard the MV Adonia so travelers only need unpack once during the trip.  Prices 
exclude Cuban visas, taxes, fees and port expenses. 
 
Seven-day itineraries on Carnival Corporation's Fathom brand depart from PortMiami on Sunday 
evenings at 4:30 p.m. ET. The ship will arrive at its first destination, Havana, the following morning 
(Monday) at 11 a.m. ET. The MV Adonia returns to its homeport, PortMiami, at 7:30 a.m. ET Sunday. 
 
To secure a spot on future sailings, a $600 per person deposit is required for all cabin categories and 
occupancy levels. Final payment is due 90 days prior to departure. To reserve a spot on future sailings, 
travelers may call 1-855-9Fathom or contact their travel professional. Learn more at www.Fathom.org.   
 
Carnival Corporation Media Contacts: 
Roger Frizzell, Carnival Corporation, rfrizzell@carnival.com, (305) 406-7862  
Mike Flanagan, LDWWgroup, mike@ldwwgroup.com, (727) 452-4538 
 


