Statement of Justice J. Michael Eakin

In an effort to alleviate any mistrust of the process, | have asked the Judicial Conduct Board to
forgo further deliberation of this matter, and remove the matter to the Court of Judicial Discipline
immediately. The Board’s process is set forth in the Constitution and involves confidentiality,
which has led to unfortunate and wholly misguided accusations against the integrity of its
process, as well as the integrity of the Board’s members and staff. The CJD, however; is not
bound by the same strictures and allows a fuller airing of the facts before a dispassionate body,
which will have the opportunity to express without hyperbole the reasoning behind whatever
result the Court may reach. It is my fervent hope that advancing the Constitutional procedure
will in the end assure public confidence in the process, and its result.



