Franklin County Courthouse
157 Lincoln Way E.
Chambersburg, PA 17201

Dear Franklin County Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Division,

We would like to thank you for inviting us to Law Day. The study of U.S. Government is
central to our 8* grade Social Studies curriculum. Having the chance to visit the Franklin County
Courthouse and watch a mock trial was a once in a lifetime opportunity for our students. It greatly
helped to reinforce the importance of our protected rights and responsibilities as U.S. citizens. Your
professionalism and the passion you exhibited throughout the presentation was clearly evident and is
what made the day memorable. Our students have included letters to thank you and share their
personal reflections of Law Day. Again, thank you for inviting our school and giving your time to spend

with our students. We look forward to joining you again next year.
Sincerely,

Ko & Ullstbe

Kristin L. Chilcote

Michael L. Hess, Il
James Buchanan Middle School

5191 Fort Loudon Rd.
Mercersburg, PA 17236



Franklin County Bar Association
Young Lawyers Division

100 Lincoln Way East, Suite E
Chambersburg, PA 17201

May 24, 2015

Dear Franklin County YLD,

Thank you so much for hosting Law Day and for inviting James Buchanan Middle
School to join. I enjoyed the experience and felt it was fun and informative to see how a trial
works. I saw what it would be like if I were to pursue a career in law or even if | was called for
jury duty.

I learned about about legal rights and responsibilities that citizens have. I never was
exposed to The Magna Carta until Law Day, but [ found it interesting as a foundation for due
process of law. Also, I found it interesting that a motive is not needed in all trials and that before
someone can be convicted all jurors must find them guilty ‘beyond a reasonable doubt.’

Thanks again for sacrificing your time to arrange Law Day. I’m sure each of you have
busy schedules and it’s very generous that you spent the time to arrange Law Day. The event is
valuable to many students, and I hope you offer this experience to all Franklin County 8th

graders in the future.

Sincerely,

Bl

Alyssa Blair



Dear Franklin County LLD,

I would like to thank you for providing the opportunity for me to experience how a live
courtroom is operated. I learned so much about Trial By Jury. I learned that Trial By Jury means
that is a legal proceeding in which a jury either makes a decision or makes findings of facts. I
thought the mock trial was ran very smoothly and the case had a lot of parts to think about. 1
personally believed that he was innocent because there was not that extra piece of evidence that
set the case over the top. Although, on our way back my fellow students and 1 had a discussion
on if he was guilty or not.

I learned a lot about how the defendant and prosecutor feed off of each others evidence.
They take into account what each other is saying and they try to come up with counter-examples
on how that is wrong. In the case presented to us, it was quite interesting. 1 felt as if he wasn’t
guilty because the prosecution could not exactly pinpoint where he was at right before the fire,
The defendant has witnesses proving he did not go into the Science Lab after he had already
walked out. I felt the prosecution did not have a big piece of evidence that brought the case
together,

Also, that Trial By Jury would not have come about if it weren’t for the help of the
document Magna Carta it probably wouldn’t be around today. King John was king that was for
himself and his own benefit. I learned a lot from this experience and I would like to thank you
again for inviting my school, James Buchanan Middle School, to be a part of such an educational
opportunity.

Respectfully,
Cass Martin

Coasgidyy Vantia



Droe fonhn CO\L\\-‘VL) VLD)

During my lifetime, | have always thought about what | want to be when | grow older, but
that thought process has always been like a wave of indecisiveness. The jobs I've wanted to do
have ranged from fireman to pastry chef. But 1 believe Law Day has given me the idea on what |
want to do.

| thank you for allowing my school to attend Law Day and having it, too.. | enjoyed it so
much. Actually seeing and hearing a real trial, not something that has been made from
Hollywood, such as Legally Blonde or Judge Judy, made me understand what it is actually like.
The trial was well thought out and planned, in my personal opinion. It appealed to us, the younger
generation. It was easy to grasp, but it was compelling and interesting at the same time.

The trial wasn't the only great thing that had come out of Law Day, though. | actually
learned quite a few things, such as a courtroom vocabulary and what the Magna Carta was. To
be honest, | am ashamed to say that | had no idea what the Magna Carta was before Law Day. |
also learned my civic responsibility, which is important to know as | approach adulthood.

Even though | have said it before, | thank you so much for such a great opportunity. It
was eye opening for me. Law Day made me realize that a career in law is actually a very good
choice. I'd never thought about it before, but now that I've seen a mock trial, | know that I'm
definitely considering it. | greatly appreciated Law Day, and it was a privilege for me to
experience something not all people get to experience at this age.

Sincerely,
Madison Dorsey

Ao Doy,




Thrsughout my whale lfe T have faced many challenges, seen many wrsngs. dane, and just suerall
seen, what sur world is burning bs. We, as humans, are burning werse and worse ints (sil and ta
immediale pleaswre. The judges and juries thal we have grown (s depend an and Oustl are seeing. this, and
these new ones. that csme are tainted with these habils that they bave grown. up in. The experienced
sfficials are seeing these changes ane for the werse. nal the betlen and there needs. (s be a change. T want
ta be that change, and I could really pub ssme gosd back ints this world thrsugh, the beautiful system that
was. sel by Americas conslibulisn. and here 1 am pursuing thal. I am here (s say thank ysu, and thank.
yaw specifically for gelting me sne slep clsser le my. dream. sf. being a lawyer by. gising me a. forst hand
experience in the caurlrssm (hrsugh this meck tuial.

The reabism of the trial was amaging, and defindely not anything bike Judge Judy, which I have
vealiged i way lss bollywssdiged.” This was. a mock case thal showed us each aspects. of the court fram.
the inbroductions from both sides, ts the witnesses and the ewidence provided, ts the clssing statements
from. bath sides. and then the Jurys final decision. It was al very realistic. and I have a much beller
understanding sf how. these cases trudy werked. I now. vealize bow nuch, I budy learned, and I didnt even.
bnaw. thal the plaintiffs were really just representalives. of the slate! T thawghl i was. always just seme
citigen wha wanted the defenants in jail. Although. that happens in ssme cases, I have learned that every
case i jusl a liltle bl different than ansther. I alss learned that the jury is. the sne whs has the final
say, ne matter whal, (or ot least in the situations that I have learned absut.)

Once again, thank you, ol sf ysw. for preparing this case, develsping i, and presenting i in a way
that held my attention, and bept me guessing as each fact was sloudy sverturned. The otsry was. vivid and
realistic, while olil holding these ‘gray areas” for us (s learn from and inlerprel as we saw fil. Althsugh 1
disagreed agrainat the verdict that was dawn by my fellsu collegues, T am otill very happy albsut the
experience. This is ane of thase things that T will tssk back sn as sne sf the major parts of my last year al
the Middle Schosl. Thank you, snce again, for this great experience and. I hspe this witl be an sppertunity
for many sther students. in sur area for years. le came.

Sincerely.

I e

Kenten Tharp



Dear Franklin County Youth Law Division,

The mock trial that was held by the Franklin County Youth Law Division was
exceptionally well done, in paying attention to the Magna Carta and how it plays a role in
American government. By using the small case synopsis brought to the court for selected
students to see, we saw justice being brought to those we found guilty or not guilty. | found that
the case's synopsis could've gone either way, due to the lack of detail/evidence, making it a fun,
debatable topic to discuss together. It really opened my eyes to seeing how equality is virtue in
the U.S. governmental basis for American rights.

| found this mock trial to be very informational and debatable. 1 liked having the insight of
a court case and learning proper courtroom etiquette, like having to stand and sit down
periodically during the trial in a REAL courtroom. Plus, after the case was presented and tried to
be proven guilty or not guilty, there was still talk about the case and arguments about different
ideas about the scenario given. Honestly, being able to pull off such a scenario is astounding!
Allin all, | loved seeing a glimpse into our country’s governmental system, along with how
American history formed our present.

Thanks for the memories,

M Mot s

Kayla Noll-Bader



Dear Franklin County YLD,

I just want to thank you for inviting JBMS to Law Day this year. I found
several things very interesting about Law Day. I definitely learned a few things
from Law Day this year. Also, the case was an interesting one. I love how the
script really didn’t have a correct/exact ending. It made the case more realistic.

I learned that being a juror 1s a very important civic duty. Civilians have to
take the time out to attend these things. If jurors didn’t show up, our democracy
might as well fall apart. I learned that you had to swear in as jurors. This was a
very different experience for me. Overall, Law Day was an amazing adventure
that I will never forget! Thank you, Franklin County YLD!

Sincerely, (WW

Kendra Martin



