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Dear Parishioners of Immanuel: 
As the hymn reminds us, another 

forty-day season of Lent is upon us. 
Another forty days! Just as Israel in the 
Old Testament wandered in the 
wilderness for forty years and our Lord 
Jesus Christ endured the temptations of 
Satan for forty days in the wilderness, 
so now we, the new Israel, are in the 
midst of our perenial “forty days” of 
Lent.  

The hymn, “O Lord, Throughout 
These Fory Days,” is one hymn that 
can guide us as we begin our Lenten 
journey. This particular hymn is a type 
of prayer. It is based upon Jesus’ 
successful battle with Satan and 
temptation in the wilderness. Since our 
Lord fought temptation and was 
successful, we pray in the first stanza 
that our Lord would inspire repentance 
within us as we battle with daily 
temptations. He who overcame Satan in 
the wilderness also claimed victory over 
the arch-enemy of God through his 
death on the cross and rising from the 
dead. He has freed us from our past 
and has the power to do so daily as we 
return to the promise of his forgiveness 
of sins granted to us in our baptisms.   

In the second stanza of the hymn 
we pray for the courage, skill, and trust 
of Christ in God’s eternal Word. We 
pray that he who overcame Satan and 
temptation with the written Word of 
God would grant us the strength to do 
the same, even as we gather to hear, 
study, learn, and inwardly digest his 
Word.  

In the third stanza we pray for God 
to bring about godly contentment in his 
Word and Will. We pray that God 
would help us seek not our own will 
and desires first and foremost, but that 
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we would trust firmly in him to meet 
our needs and be satisfied with his 
provision for our bodies and our souls.  

Finally, in the fourth stanza we 
pray that God would continue to be 
with us, even as he has promised to be 
with us and to never leave or forsake 
us.  

We pray that he would guide us 
through our Lenten pilgrimage and our 
season of preaching on our Lord’s 
passion, penitential reflection, and 
catechetical formation. We pray that he 
would guide us and be with us through 
all our days. We pray that he do this so "that when the final Easter dawns and our 
Lord returns, we join in heaven’s praise." The sermon series that will guide us 
through our "forty days" this year is titled Places of the Passion. The Upper Room, 
the Garden of Gethsemane, the halls of Pontius Pilate, and the hill of 
Golgotha—these are among the places we remember when we meditate on our 
Lord’s Passion. 

In our midweek Lenten series, we will read and contemplate Luke’s account 
of our Lord’s Passion. Each week, we will read a different section of the story; 
and each week, Luke will take us to a different place, the places of the Passion.  

Plan to make these Lenten services part of your "forty days" this year. 
Prepare to enter into these places of devotion, for there, your Lord will meet you. 

In Christ, 
Pastor LaFeve 
 

From	the	Evangelist	

Our	Mission	is	to	FISH!	

Enjoy	 our	 spring	 edition	 of	 the	
Beacon,	 even	 though	 spring	 is	
nowhere	 to	 be	 seen!	 Our	 next	
edition	 of	 the	 Beacon	 will	 be	
published	 before	 Memorial	 Day	
Weekend.	 Please	 have	 your	
articles	 in	 by	 Wednesday,	 May	
18.		
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Musical	Meanderings	

1

What wonderful times we are 
living in! The season of Lent is here, 
and I pray that it is for you a time of 
reflection and meditation on the great 
love of God for us in sending Jesus, 
his only Son, to death for the 
forgiveness of our sins. 

Many things are going on right 
now in preparation for the new 
organ. We have paid $40,000 of our 
$81,500 contract, so work is 
progressing very well in their shop. 
Some pictures of that are included 
below. Soon we are planning a 
congregational trip down to Grand 
Rapids to see in person what is going 
on with the project. I know, from a 
mechanical and woodworking 
perspective, that all this is fascinating. 
I would strongly suggest if you have 
an interest in this area, that you be a 
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part of the trip. 
The organ will probably be 

installed now sometime between 
Easter and Memorial Day. Our first 
program for the new organ is June 
12, so it will definitely be installed 
before then! 

We need three categories of help 
once the organ builders arrive. 

1. We need a congregation 
family or families to house the 
3 employees for the time that 
they are here-probably close 
to 3 weeks. This would 
include providing them 
breakfast. 

2. We need someone (or a group 
in the congregation) to 
provide lunches during the 
time they are working on the 
organ. 
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3. We need all able-bodied 
individuals to help unload the 
truck when they get here. 

More details about all these items 
will be coming in the next two 
months. I will be getting firm dates in 
the next few weeks, hopefully, and I 
will pass on more information when 
we know for sure! 

This is a very exciting time for 
our congregation, and I’m sure it will 
be something we all look back on in 
20 years and realize it as a 
monumental blessing from our Lord. 
Think of all the faithful stewards of 
Christ who provided for this 
instrument to be installed in His 
service as the Word of God and 
Sacraments are properly administered 
through worship and song. 

Yours in Christ, 
Mark Peters, music director 
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Lenten	Services:	Places of the Passion	
The scenes of Lent are familiar. The Upper Room, 

the Garden of Gethsemane, the halls of Pontius Pilate, 
and the hill of Golgotha—these are the places we 
remember when we meditate on our Lord’s Passion. 
Yet when Jesus enters a place, He never leaves it as He 
found it. The most troubling places in our lives become 
the most amazing places of God’s grace when Jesus 
visits them.  

For this reason, in our midweek Lenten series, we 
will read and contemplate Luke’s account of our 
Lord’s Passion. Each week, we will read a different 
section of the story, and each week, Luke will take us 
to a different place, the places of the Passion.  

Our focus, however, will not be on these physical 
places. Instead, we will gaze in wonder on the spiritual 
work that our Lord does there. Jesus will share His 
strength in our times of weakness. He will fill us with 
His praise in the midst of our sorrow. Week after week, 
we will enter the places of the Passion only to discover 
our Lord . . . waiting for us . . . willing to share with us 
a love that was set in place before the foundations of 
the world. 

Plan to come to our Lenten services this year. 
Prepare to enter into these places of devotion, for there, 
your Lord will meet you, sharing with you His 
wondrous love that saves a fallen world. 

MOPS	
We	 have	 a	 very	 active	 MOPS	 group	 at	
Immanuel!	They	would	 love	 to	 have	all	moms	
join	them	for	meetings.		Below	is	a	schedule	of	
their	meetings	for	the	year.	

February	16	
March	1,	15	
April	5	
May	3,	17	

The	meetings	start	at	5:45PM	in	the	Net.	Infant	
care	is	available!	

Circuit	Holy	Week	Worship	
Good	Friday	Tre	Ore	Service	

Friday,	March	25			12:00-3:00PM	

Immanuel’s	Choir	usually	sings	toward	the	
beginning	of	this	service.	

Holy	Saturday	Easter	Vigil	

Saturday,	March	26			7:00PM	

Circuit	Choir	will	be	rehearsing	on	Sunday,	
March	13	and	20	at	7	PM	at	Trinity	in	

preparation	for	this	service.	
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Prepare;	
Living	Your	Faith	in	an	Increasingly	Hostile	

Culture	
By	J.	Paul	Nyquist	

	 It	seems	odd	to	feel	the	need	to	review	this	
kind	 of	 book.	 After	 all,	 this	 is	 the	 USA	where	we	
have	freedom	of	religion.	But,	in	fact,	that	freedom	
is	 weakening.	 The	 proof	 of	 that	 is	 in	 the	 news	
headlines.	 Persecution	 is	 increasing	 against	
Christians	as	they	try	to	live	their	Christian	faith	in	
the	modern	 culture.	 This	 is	 not	 something	 in	 the	
future	 that	 might	 possibly	 come	 true.	 It	 is	
something	 happening	 here	 and	 now.	 That	 is	 the	
focus	 of	 the	 first	 section	of	 this	book.	The	author	
feels	 that	we	 have	 already	 “crossed	 the	Rubicon”	
(see	the	book	for	the	origin	of	this	phrase).	That	is,	
we	 have	 already	 gone	 so	 far	 to	 persecution	 and	
hatred	 of	 those	 who	 profess	 the	 Christian	 faith	
that	 there	 is	 no	 turning	 back.	 This	 sounds	 like	 a	
bleak	way	 to	start	a	book	but	 the	purpose	of	 this	
book	is	to	warn	and	to	move	people	to	prepare	for	
even	greater	persecution.	
	 Having	briefly	 stated	 the	need,	 the	author	
in	 the	 second	 section	 lists	 five	 counter-intuitive	
concepts	 the	 Bible	 gives	 for	 living	 under	
persecution.	How	do	we	live	in	a	culture	that	hates	
us	for	what	we	believe	about	Christ?	

1. Persecution	 is	 normal,	 not	 strange.	
Hatred	for	our	Christian	faith	is	the	normal	
situation.	 The	 relationship	 we	 have	 had	
over	 the	 past	 250	 years	 where	 we	 have	
had	 peace	 in	 the	 culture	 has	 been	 the	
unusual	 thing.	 Christ	 predicted	 this	
turmoil	for	our	faith	and	we	should	not	be	
surprised	at	the	persecution	we	face.	

2. We	 are	 blessed,	 not	 cursed.	 As	we	 face	
the	various	kinds	of	persecution	coming	at	
us	 now	 and	 in	 the	 future	 we	 are	 in	 fact	
being	given	a	very	special	kind	of	blessing.	

3. We	 are	 exposed,	 not	 protected.	 We	
would	like	the	government,	our	family	and	
our	 friends	 to	 protect	 us.	 That	 may	 not	
always	happen.	 In	 fact	 it	may	happen	 less	
and	less.	

4. We	 respond	 in	 compassion,	 not	 anger.		
But	how	do	we	love	those	who	hate	us	and	
who	want	to	do	us	harm?	

5. We	 are	 rewarded,	 not	 forgotten.	 	 As	
Lutherans	we	focus	on	the	grace	of	God	for	
our	 eternal	 life	 and	 this	 point	might	 be	 a	
little	 confusing.	 A	 better	 way	 to	 think	
about	 this	point	 is	We	 are	 Remembered	
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not	Forgotten.	
In	the	third	section	of	this	book	is	the	Reasons	for	
Hope.	Briefly,	our	help	is	 from	God	and	 that	help	
is	 from	 the	 Three	 Persons	 of	 the	 Trinity.	 Also,	
there	 is	hope	as	demonstrated	by	 the	part	of	 the	
Christian	 Church	 that	 is	 facing	 much	 greater	
persecution	than	we	are.	A	final	reason	for	hope	is	
the	transforming	power	of	the	Gospel	as	 it	comes	
into	the	lives	of	people.	
	 I	 would	 like	 to	 recommend	 this	 book	 to	
this	congregation	because	of	 its	sense	of	warning	
about	 our	 current	 situation	 and	 because	 of	 its	
sense	 of	 reliance	 on	 Christ	 and	 the	 victory	 we	
have	 through	 Him	 in	 spite	 of	 what	 we	 see	
happening	 around	 us.	 There	 is	 a	 copy	 in	 the	
Church	Library.	
Russell	Egeler	
 

Elders Corner 

The Elders continue to meet twice a month. 
Everything is well. It is such a joy to work with Pastor 
LaFeve and a blessing to have Pastor and his family 
here so he can be the shepherd we need. We continue 
to help Pastor become more familiar with the 
congregation. Most of what we talk about is 
confidential so we can't report on that. Please talk to 
an Elder or Pastor if you have any problems or about 
concerns that you may have. 

Evangelism Extras 

Our board has been hard at work planning the first 
Worship and Heritage Class, Worshipping with 
Angels and Archangels. This study led by Pastor 
LaFeve on the liturgy we use during Divine Service 
went extremely well. We had 41 in attendance and 
discussion was extremely enjoyable. We’re looking 
forward to the next two workshops, probably 
happening between Easter and Memorial Day. 

We have also planned all the Simple Suppers for Lent. 
They will be taking place starting at 5:30PM before the 
Wednesday midweek services. They start on Ash 
Wednesday, February 10. Hope to see you there for a 
time of fellowship with your brothers and sisters in 
Christ! Invite some friends to come with you and 
share in our fellowship! 

Kathryn Peters, Evangelism 
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Digging	for	Dogs	in	the	Bible	
Editor’s Note: We’re excited to re-run this article and comic strips from our 
own Alice Cox. This is the end of the article. Enjoy! 
…One of the more instructive examples of dogs in the Bible is 
the proverb: “As a dog returns to his vomit, so a fool returns to 
his folly.” (Proverbs 16:11) A dog who vomits has either been 
greedy and eaten too much too fast, or has eaten something so 
rotten not even his powerful stomach can handle it. Yet the dog 
will often eat again what he has just vomited. Likewise, a 
Christian may foolishly return to a habitual sin that makes him 
or her spiritually sick. 
Now, returning to the shepherds’ dogs, we have an example of 
how God wants us to be. Our Master wants us to be “good” 
dogs; obedient, willing to serve the Good Shepherd and work 
hard with Him, staying loyal and faithful-not running off after 
enticing scents that lead to sin, and trusting Him as our loving 
Master. 
--Alice Cox 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
  What am I doing here in Nagercoil, India?  Sharing the love of 
Christ with the people here by my words and actions. 
  It's taking me some time to get used to the climate here and 
they tell me that it will even get hotter in the coming months. 
When I arrived in December, it was still raining. Now it is hot 
and dry making it a good time to repair roofs and make sure they 
are ready for the next monsoon season that is coming all too 
soon.  
I managed to acquire some roofing for the workshop and decided to put it on 
myself in an effort to save some money. With new tools and a brand-new 
extension ladder I proceeded to remove the old roofing. Fortunately the seminary 
students decided to lend a hand and I now have approximately 1/3 of the new roof 
installed. Not without a few minor scrapes and bruises and buckets of sweat. 
  Otherwise, in my spare time, I have been visiting different churches and schools 
extending greetings from LCMS, explaining what I am doing here and shaking a lot 
of hands. I especially enjoy visiting the schools and shaking hands with the 
students. I quickly learned that, if I shake one students hand, I have to shake hands 
with every one of them. I must have shaken a thousands hands over the last 
month, but, believe me, I loved it. Especially the little "shy" ones. They are so 
precious and you have to know that God loves each and every one of them. 
  At every church dedication, service and school that I visited, I was treated with great respect, given gifts (usually a shawl) 
and, of course, tea with bananas and sometimes fresh coconut. These people have such a high regard for LCMS 
missionaries because they treasure the gospel which was brought to them and also the caring, helping hands that emulated 
the love of Christ and gave them new hope for a better life. The Christian way of life gives new hope to the poor people 
who have been trapped in the Indian "caste" system. Our Lutheran schools have elevated many poor people to positions 
of Doctors, Engineers, Nurses and Teachers. It really is a joy and a great honor for me to be here and be the recipient of all 
this respect and gratitude. 
  Dr. Monikaraj, the principal of Concordia Theological Seminary here in Nagercoil, has often invited me to visit the 
Bethania Home for Girls of which his wife, Selvi, is the Principal. On my visits the girls often recite scripture, sing and 
dance. It's a pleasure to visit them and my heart goes out to all of them. You should see how cute and sweet they are!  I'll 
attempt to attach a short clip to this newsletter. 
  There was a Pongal celebration this month. It's comparable to our Thanksgiving holiday. Like Thanksgiving it is a 
national day of thanks to God and a celebration of harvest. Harvest of rice. Hence the name pongal. Pongal is a thick paste 
that is made from rice and, as I was traveling to another school, I saw Hindus lining the street with "pongal pots" all in a 
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row. The Hindu priest leads an elephant down the street and it is believed that, if 
the elephant "god" puts his trunk into your pongal pot and eats the pongal, you 
would receive a special blessing. 
  Thank you, everyone, for your prayers and support. It is a blessing to me as 
well as to the people here. Remember, "actions speak louder than words", so, 
whatever you do, do it all to the glory of God.    
--Harry E. Steffens 

Immanuel	Lutheran	
Church	

303	E	Pearl	St.	
PO	Box	436	

Leland,	MI	49654	
231-256-9464	

www.lelandlutheran.com	

immanuelleland@gmail.com		

Trustees Report: 
The trustees are continuing to try to 
keep up with the maintenance of 
the church property. We feel like we 
are "caught up". The water has been 
tested again. We are still waiting for 
Consumers Power to do an energy 
audit of our church to see how we 
can save on our electricity usage. 
The new steps are working well. 
Thanks Craig and Chris. The less 
salt we use on them the better 
because of the new cement.  
        There are some things to think 
about for the future. We will need a 
new roof on the Net and Sunday 
rooms in the not to distant future. 
The tree on the east side of the 
church will be coming down. A new 
railing on the wall on the west end 
by the garage should be installed.  
        The next big project will be 
the installation of the organ. We are 
waiting for the plans so we can do 
the prep work to get ready for 
installation. We know we have to 
run a new electrical circuit to the 
balcony, so that will be done soon. 
           We just want to let the 
congregation know that Lake 
Leelanau Excavating donated all the 
time when they did the excavation 
work on the new steps. A thank you 
letter has been sent. That was a 
large donation so if you see anyone 
from that company, give them a 
word of thanks too. 

Bleak	Midwinter		
Potluck	&	Movie!	
	

Sunday,	
February	28	
after	church	

Please	bring	
in	your	
BOXTOPS!	

The	ladies	of	WIM	are	selling	
cutlery	at	the	Bleak	
Midwinter	potluck	on	

February	28.		The	price	is	$4	
for	whatever	you	would	like.	

-Lenore	


