
Elders Climate Action 

National Legislative Priorities 

1. Urge Congress Not to Kill the EPA Clean Power Plan 

About 27 years ago, then NASA Chief Climate Scientist Dr. James 
Hansen, warned the country that carbon dioxide emissions into 
the Earth’s atmosphere was warming the planet with potentially 
disastrous consequences for future generations.  Today, despite 
the fact that 98% of climate scientists agree with Dr. Hansen, and  
despite the fact that our largest single source of carbon emissions 
is existing electric power plants, there is O regulation of those 
emissions.   

Finally, the EPA has issued regulations to reduce carbon 
emissions from existing power plants: The Clean Power Plan. 
The beauty of the Clean Power Plan is that it doesn’t require our 
Congress to pass any law, and it starts working now!  If, IF,  
Congress doesn’t do something to kill it. 

The Clean Power Plan will cut carbon pollution from the electric 
sector 32% below 2005 levels by 2030.  This represents huge 
amounts of carbon dioxide that otherwise would stay in our 
atmosphere for hundreds of years, exacting a steep price from 
future generations.  The transition to cleaner energy will better 
protect Americans from other kinds of harmful air pollution, too. 
By 2030, we’ll see major reductions of pollutants that can create 
dangerous soot and smog,translating to significant health benefits 
for the American people. In 2030, we’ll avoid up to 3,600 fewer 
premature deaths; 90,000 fewer asthma attacks in children; 
1,700 fewer hospital admissions; and avoid 300,000 missed days 
of school and work. 

So Elders Climate Action is calling on Congress to reject efforts to 
kill the Clean Power Plan which some Members of Congress are 
planning to introduce. 



2. Urge Congress to Pass Carbon Fee and Dividend 
Legislation 

The Clean Power Plan, however, is not the solution that is 
needed.  It only regulates one source of greenhouse gas 
emissions.  To protect future generations from 
catastrophic climate change, according to most scientists, 
we need to leave 80% of existing fossil fuels in the 
ground.  That means phasing out all burning of fossil 
fuels.   

Elders Climate Action believes that by far the best 
approach to that goal is a proposal developed by our 
partner Citizens Climate Lobby, with the full backing of 
Dr. Hansen, call carbon fee and dividend.  The goal of this 
legislation is to use the power of the market place to end 
fossil fuel use by steadily raising the price through an 
annual fee per ton that rises each year - until it’s simply 
not economically feasible to extract it from the ground.   

That would raise the price of fossil fuels, of course, for 
the consumer.  But this legislation would return every 
penny in fees collected by the government to citizens in a 
monthly check.  According to a study of this proposal by 
the respected, non-partisan economic modeling firm, 
REMI, two thirds of all citizens would end up with more 
money in their pockets, and the impact of that money on 
the economy would grow jobs and GDP. 

Details of this proposal and the REMI study are available 
on the Citizens Climate Lobby website, 
www.citizensclimatelobby.org.  This is Elders Climate 
Action’s top legislative priority. 
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