
 
Southside Virginia Community College sent nine students to North Carolina Agricultural and 
Technical State University the week of May 15-18, in connection with Hampton University’s 
minority men’s Health Initiative Spring 2016 Research Retreat. 
 
The Hampton University Minority Men’s Health Initiative is a program to promote and deliver 
the highest quality of research, education, training, and outreach to combat and eliminate health 
disparities affecting minority men in cancer, cardiovascular disease, violence prevention, 
diabetes and obesity, and melanoma in Hispanics by, transforming cultural lifestyles resulting in 
healthy bodies, healthy families and healthy communities of minority men and ultimately all 
Americans. 
 
Hampton University’s President, William R. Harvey said, “The Minority Men's Health Initiative 
is not just about Hampton, but what HBCUs can accomplish when they bring their respective 
strengths to a project and work together. I believe that collective competence is better than 
individual competence any day." 
 
The students who made the trip to North Carolina A&T State University were treated to a wide 
range of speeches on subjects dealing with health disparities research within minority male 
populations, Cardiovascular disease, as well as diabetes and obesity.  
 
Dr. John D. Hicks, Counselor at the Christanna Campus, and campus advisor of programs such 
as Community Fellows, Make-It-Happen, and the PREM program, led the nine students down to 
North Carolina for the week and presented on Cardio Vascular Disease among rural African 
American men in Mecklenburg, Brunswick, and Nottoway Counties. 
 
Community Fellows is a program whose objective is to train a cadre of community-based men’s 
health workers engaged in the design and implantation of innovative interventions to disrupt the 
natural history of health disparities in minority male populations. Specific goals of this program 
are to expand diversity of the health disparities research workforce.   
 
The Hampton-Brandeis Partnership for Research and Education in Materials (PREM) is an 
undergraduate summer research internship program that selects students and integrates them into 
research teams consisting of faculty, postdoctoral fellows, and graduate students in hope to infect 
them with the excitement of research careers and to increase appreciation for the richness of 
materials design principles, fabrication techniques, and applications. 
 
The nine students who attended the retreat, including which program they are members of; Jarius 
Miller (Community Fellows), Anquinni Lee (Community Fellows), Antony Epps (PREM), 
Marcus Miller (PREM), Kaleb Green (Community Fellows), Andre Harrell (Community 
Fellows), Dillon Preston (Community Fellows), Joshua Marriner (PREM), and Sam McDonald 
(Community Fellows). 


