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Ensuring AAPI Student Success:  Prospering in America’s Future Workforce  

2015 APIASF Higher Education Summit  
June 23, 2015 - Washington, D.C. 

 
CALL FOR PROPOSALS – CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

Submission Deadline:  April 8, 2015 at 11:59 p.m. PST.  
 
On June 23, 2015, the Asian & Pacific Islander American Scholarship Fund (APIASF) will host its annual Higher 
Education Summit around the theme, Ensuring AAPI Student Success: Prospering in America’s Future Workforce, at 
the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center in Washington, D.C. Organized into a series of 
presentations, panels, and breakout sessions, the 2015 APIASF Higher Education Summit will highlight the important 
role that institutions play in developing Asian American & Pacific Islander (AAPI) students into graduates who are 
poised to prosper in today’s economy. These students are a part of the fastest growing racial groups in the country 
and will become critical contributors to the nation’s workforce and central to America’s economic development. 
 
Since 2010, APIASF has leveraged the insights achieved from the Higher Education Summit Series to mobilize 
communities and resources to address the academic, leadership, and professional development needs of AAPI 
students.  In preparing AAPI college students for the future, institutions must consider how leadership training on 
campus translates into leadership skills and roles that enable AAPI college students’ to prosper in America’s 
workforce.  
 
According to the APIASF Scholar Perspectives Report, A National Report on the Needs and Experiences of Low-Income 
Asian American and Pacific Islander Scholarship Recipients (2013), APIASF and APIASF/GMS Scholars desire leadership 
development training in the following categories: public speaking, team work, motivating and mobilizing others for 
action, conflict resolution, and community building. Through strengthening leadership training opportunities at the 
institutions they attend, AAPI students will be better equipped for professional success after college.  
 
During the event, participants will have the opportunity to choose from a variety of sessions focused on addressing 
college access and completion gaps, and identifying areas of opportunity and impact to boost leadership and skill 
development for AAPI students. The forum will conclude with a special reception hosted by APIASF and will be 
attended by key leaders in the education, policy, non-profit, private and public sectors. 
 
This year, APIASF seeks proposals for concurrent sessions framed around the following topics:  

• Policy, program, or practice accelerating AAPI student access and success in higher education and workforce 
development 

• Mobilizing communities and resources, including students and key stakeholders, to support leadership and 
skill development for AAPI students 

• Advancing institutional capacity through strategic collaboration and resource sharing 
 
2015 APIASF Higher Education Summit Objectives 
 Strengthening existing collaborations and developing partnerships to accelerate student access and success 

in higher education and workforce development 
 Sharing scalable best practices and successful initiatives to advance institutional capacity 
 Highlighting new research and data to mobilize resources 
 Creating evidence-based recommendations to strengthen students, families and communities 

 
Each concurrent session will have approximately 35-50 participants. Submissions for multiple concurrent sessions will 
not be accepted - applicants may submit only one proposal for one of the concurrent sessions listed above. Each 
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session will be allocated 75 minutes. All concurrent sessions will be held on Tuesday, June 23, 2015 and proposals 
are due by April 8, 2015 at 11:59 p.m. PST. Principal contacts will be notified of selection decision no later than 
Friday, May 1, 2015. 
 
Expectations for Concurrent Sessions 

• Each concurrent session must consist of at least 2 facilitators  
• Facilitators must have at least 5-7 years of demonstrated facilitation experience (e.g., large group sessions, 

meetings, presentations, panels, workshops, teaching experience, etc.) 
• Facilitators must have demonstrated knowledge of issues related to higher education access and retention 

and/or workforce development policies, programs, and research pertaining to AAPI and other communities 
of color 

• Content of concurrent sessions must focus on at least one of the three topics, address the objectives of the 
2015 APIASF Higher Education Summit, and engage participants in a discussion relevant to the concurrent 
session topic. 

• Content of concurrent sessions must explicitly include (1) the impact of the policy, program, or research 
through evidence-based data and (2) details how such initiative has been scaled or has the potential to be 
scaled in order to increase impact. 

• At least 50% of the session should be used to facilitate an active dialogue with participants. 
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The individual identified as Presenter 1 is the principal contact and is responsible for coordinating all correspondence 
among co-facilitators with APIASF, providing all contact information for co-facilitator(s) to APIASF in addition to 
organizing and facilitating the concurrent session at the 2015 APIASF Higher Education Summit. If there are more than 
3 presenters, please submit additional presenter information as an additional attachment. 
 
NOTE: Please type directly into this form and submit with all request information as one PDF document. 
Presenter 1 (Principal Contact) 
First Name       Last Name       
Title       
Institution/Organization       
Address       
City       State       
Zip Code       
Email       
Phone (     )     -      Fax (     )     -      
How many years of demonstrated facilitation experience does the facilitator have (e.g., large group sessions, 
meetings, presentations, panels, workshops, teaching experience, etc.)?    (select) 
 
Please describe other relevant experiences. 
      
 
Presenter 2  
First Name       Last Name       
Title       
Institution/Organization       
Address       
City       State       
Zip Code       
Email       
Phone (     )     -      Fax (     )     -      
How many years of demonstrated facilitation experience does the facilitator have (e.g., large group sessions, 
meetings, presentations, panels, workshops, teaching experience, etc.)?    (select) 
 
Please describe other relevant experiences. 
      
 
Presenter 3 (optional) 
First Name       Last Name       
Title       
Institution/Organization       
Address       
City       State       
Zip Code       
Email       
Phone (     )     -      Fax (     )     -      
How many years of demonstrated facilitation experience does the facilitator have (e.g., large group sessions, 
meetings, presentations, panels, workshops, teaching experience, etc.)?    (select) 
 
Please describe other relevant experiences. 
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Concurrent Session Topic (please select only one) 
The aim of the session is to facilitate an interactive dialogue among the participants about one of the relevant topics 
below. Concurrent session submissions should include multiple viewpoints grounded in research, policy, and programs. 

      Policy, program, or practice accelerating AAPI student access and success in higher education and 
workforce development 

      Mobilizing communities and resources, including students and key stakeholders, to support leadership and 
skill development for AAPI students 

      Advancing institutional capacity through strategic collaboration and resource sharing 
 
Concurrent Session Title:       
 
Concurrent Session Description (70-75 words) 
Provide a short descript of the session, which will be used in the Summit program booklet, to accurately portray to 
Summit participants what to expect from your session. The description should highlight the scope and level (i.e., 
beginner, intermediate, expert) of the session, the session’s outcomes, and its relevance to the Summit theme and 
objectives. Please clearly identify what participants will take away from this session. 
      
 
Concurrent Session Plan 
Provide a detailed overview of your session, including your proposed activities, visual aids, handouts, audiovisual 
needs, etc. 
      
 
Concurrent Session Outcomes 
List the session outcomes. 

•       
•       
•       

 
Relevance to the 2015 APIASF Higher Education Summit Theme  
Describe the session’s relevance to the Summit theme and objectives. 
      
 
Impact of Initiative 
Describe (1) the evidence-based impact of the program, policy, or research and (2) how this initiative has been or can 
be scaled to increase impact. 
      
 
Participant Engagement 
Describe how you intend to engage the participants in an interactive session. Traditional lecture-only presentations 
are strongly discouraged. 
      
 
Additional Information: 

• Presenters are responsible for their own travel and lodging accommodations. 
• All presenters are required to register for the 2015 Higher Education Summit (Click here to register for the 

event, which is free and open to the public). 
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• APIASF will provide a portable screen, LCD projector, and microphone(s). Internet service will not be 
provided. 

• APIASF reserves the right to recommend changes in the proposal and may encourage joint presentations. 
• Once accepted, presenters will be asked to sign and honor a commitment to present. 

 
Submission: Please email this form with any attachments as 1 PDF document with the subject heading “Concurrent 
Session Proposal Submission” to summit@apiasf.org by Wednesday, April 8, 2015 at 11:59 p.m. PST. 

mailto:summit@apiasf.org
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