
PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

Finish! 
 
 The AYF AYC National All Star Game officially concluded our Football and Cheer Season. Happy New 
Year! The new AYF AYC season promises to be bigger and better in 2016. The buzz word is FINISH. You 
probably heard it many times but it has become a term that means much more than complete or follow 
through. Finish in sports means to finish the game with more points than an opponent. Finish in business 
is a term that indicates you have left no stone unturned in your efforts to reach your goal. I witnessed the 
Inspiration Cheer Squads perform at our National Championships. I also welcomed Chicago's Trevion 
Harris ---- who has autism as an honorary All Star at the best ever AYF AYC National All Star Game. After 
both experiences this thought came to me. The goal of AYF AYC is not just to crowning the Champions 
and All Stars.  AYFAYC primary goal is to promote character growth, academic achievement and motivate 
worth while values to all our children, including those with special needs . Only when we contribute to all 
children have we fulfilled the promise of giving back to our communities. 
 
The new year of AYF AYC begins with our Leadership meeting.  Each year Volunteer Leaders meet to re-
establish the pillars of American Youth Football and Cheer; character, sportsmanship, participation and 
safety. Our goal is for each child to improve within their ability and discover their role on the team and in 
the community. In an self isolated age of texting, video games, and special effects, that challenge will 
continue to be more difficult. We do suggest you use today easy communication to contact your local NFL 
team community relations director to assist your children. The AYF College game day has been a 
successful community project that also motivates your youth in academic acheivement. The universities 
are always interested in helping kids in their community. AYF AYC National have arranged for donations 
amounting to over fifteen million dollars in Scholarships, equipment, and grants over the past twenty years. 
AYF AYC is most proud of local organizations who have followed that lead. Each region provides academic 
scholarships to their student athletes. Remember Hurricane Sandy and Katrina when our Conferences 
came to the aid of their fellow AYF AYC members? Annually members donate equipment and uniforms to 
other organizations. That is finishing! 
 
Soon enough the 2016 football and cheer season will be upon us. The Camp AYF is designed to train our 
student athletes to improve as the grow into adulthood. The D 1 athlete or NFL super star is not the focus. 
Thank you for your helping AYF AYC grow each year. Our mission of giving back grows with each new 
organization that joins us. Contact us about like minded organizations. Growth is a sign of health for any 
organization. Yes AYF AYC aims to be Bigger, Faster, and Stronger for 2016 ! 
 
Eight Regions will qualify teams and squads for the AYF AYC National Championships. The quality of 
competition has improved in all three divisions each year. The Conference All Star Division has doubled in 
size. Mid week of the AYF AYC National Championship is highlighted by the Hall of Fame Induction Dinner. 
Giving back? You bet it is recognized. The Hall of Fame inductees demonstrated giving of their most 
valuable asset - Time! That, my friend is the most valuable gift of all. There is no better finish to helping 
kids. 
 
Several years ago we huddled up with the Nations Finest AYF AYC eighth graders after their National All 
Star Game. It is a tradition for our staff to wish them good luck as they will be moving onto High School. As 
I called for their attention, I felt a tap on my shoulder. I turned around and there was this tall smiling young 
man who asked "Coach, would you mind if I told these kids what I learned in my career?" I replied not at all 
we would be honored. I then introduced Cam Newton to our All Stars. Cam spoke of character, academics 
importance, and good citizenship. He concluded with these words "don't give up when things get tough, it 
is how you finish that is important".  

 


