
 
 
My five year old grandson, Aiden, loves to spot a construction site and point 
out the tractors, front loaders, and cement trucks. He will no doubt be a 
successful contractor in the future. Not only because he loves the process and 
he can predict the big hole in the ground will in the near future become a tall 
building, but he also likes to take ownership of the buildings by saying "we 
helped build that one" as we drive past a completed project. It was not long 
ago that I had to explain to him that the concrete being poured was not just 
mud. I measure the future by watching my grandchildren grow. They will learn 
much more than I'll ever know.     
 
The future is here - like it or not. I like to say a great coach can observe his 
players and tell if they have a successful future, not only in football but more 
importantly in life. Millions of dollars are spent by the NFL in predicting the 
future football ability of the 10,000 college football graduates each year. It is at 
best like opening a Cracker Jack box. There are always surprises and 
disappointments in the NFL draft selections. 
 
Most Coaches agree that the teaching of life’s lessons is best learned through 
team sports.  A learning process is followed from birth as a child is rewarded 
for crying. Then the trial and error evolves when learning to walk, and talk. 
Because infants need to be self-centered in early years to develop; they 
sometimes miss the social awareness of adapting to society. The laboratory 
for life's lessons are best learned under the pressures of team competition. 
Failure is only temporary if your eye is on the team’s future success. Coaches 
first teach a work ethic of preparation, persistence, and team work to proceed 
toward success. We are not in the NFL business. You should never be 
confused by doing a comparison between youth football to NFL football. You 
are in the foundation building business. Building boys and girls to make men 
and women is done on the 100 yard classroom and cheer mats. 
 

Speaking of the future, the Pittsburgh Steelers are now practicing against 
robots who are faster and can make a change of direction far superior to a 
human. Yet, if Big Ben Roethlisberger, whose father was a former AYF 
President, reads the progressions of his receivers routes, he will complete the 
pass every time.   



 
Tiger Ellison, former coach at Middletown High School, developed a crazy 
idea in football. He had to compete for the talent with the often State 
Championship basketball team. His idea was to split out the receivers and 
backs in what is now known as the "west coast offense". Did Bill Walsh, who 
at the time coached the Cincinnati Bengals offense just twenty miles away, 
got some ideas from the Tiger? We will never know. Both coaches saw the 
future of offensive football in a land where it was said "Three things can 
happen when you throw the ball ---- two of them are BAD!" 
At every home game Middletown High School's PA announcer would read 
Tiger's welcome message to the crowd.  
 
"Tonight you are seeing the Football Team, the cheerleaders and the 
marching band representing you and your family. Some player may get a little 
bark scrapped off his nose, a cheerleader may fall, and a band member may 
miss-step, but all are brave red blooded Americans who put their courage out 
there for you to see. These youngsters represent a diversity of religions, 
colors and races yet together they wear the same uniforms. In the future you 
will see many serve your school, your community and your country. God 
Bless tonight's warriors in the land of the free and the home of the brave"  
 
Today those words remain as our hope for the future.  
 


