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Welcome to the June-July
newsletter from Karen K.
Rossi, Learn To Talk Around
The Clock©. “Talking Tips” © is
provided ten times a year at no
cost to subscribers.
Summer is officially here! Since many
of you are not in your offices this
summer, I decided to combine June
and July into one newsletter. For this
issue our topic will be “Words.” I
think this is a topic that will keep you
thinking this summer as you plan
your lessons for the days in August
and September when school rolls
around again.
There are many learning opportunities whether during the school
year, or in the lazy days of summer. These are opportunities that
come up, not only at home, but also in daycare and preschool
throughout the year. Always remember to keep activities
meaningful to the child and his or her world.
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FOR PARENTS

For the June-July issue of Talking Tips for Parents the topic will be “Words.”
n

Let’s talk a little about words. There are all kinds of words. Big words, little words, funny words,
serious words. But they all have one thing in common: they are all necessary to make sentences.

n

There are words to name people, places and things. These words are called “nouns.”
Nouns also can be toward the beginning of sentences as the subject of the sentence, as in, “Dogs
make me sneeze.” Or “The boys like to play football in the park.” Nouns are some of the first
words that babies learn, like Mama, Dada, bottle, binky. As a matter of fact, some researchers tell us
that when a baby hears a word, they default to assuming it’s a noun—or the name of something.

n

Before I forget to mention it, there are a lot
of “little” words like “it,” “that,” “those,”
“these,” and “this.” They take the place
of “nouns.” But they can take the place of
many, many different nouns so they carry
little information for the baby or young child just
learning to talk. So until your young child
knows lots and lots of words, try to use the
actual noun so he or she learns the word more
quickly.

n

Next we have words to describe these nouns
like pretty, dirty, big, little, hot, cold. These
words are called “adjectives.” We use these
adjectives with the noun we are describing to
tell about nouns, as in, “Big boy.” Or “Pretty
Mama.” Or “Dirty dog.” We want to use these
adjectives in combination with the nouns
they are describing. Remember that when a
baby hears a word, they default to assuming it’s the
name of something—or a noun. We don’t want a
baby to think “a pretty” is the name of Mama, or that “a dirty” is the name of a dog.

n

There is another category of words that are learned early and are pretty fun. These
are called “exclamations.” These are words that tell how you feel when you’re surprised, happy,
excited. These are words that are often exclaimed loudly and gain the baby’s attention,
like, “Wow!” Or “Uh-oh!” Or “Oops!”

n

Probably the last category of words that we will have room for on this page are words that tell
about action. These words are called, “verbs,” like, “eat,” “fall down,” “open.” Again,
as with the nouns, if you are standing in front of the kitchen cupboard and say, “open,” the baby
might think that the cupboard door is an “open.” If you are feeding your child peas, but say, “eat”
every time you give him or her a spoonful of peas, your child might think “eat” is on the spoon!
Instead say, “You are eating peas.” Or “Mama opened the cupboard.”
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FOR EARLY INTERVENTION

For the June-July issue of Talking Tips for Early Intervention the topic will be “Words.” Below you will
find some bullets with information that it is important parents of young children learn to understand.
n

Vocabulary is the collection of words that a child understands and or says. As adults, we understand
words that we may never say, so our receptive vocabulary (the words we understand) is generally much larger
than our expressive vocabulary (the words we speak).

n

Words are very important for young children because they can begin to label the people and the things
that are important to them. They can also begin to request the things they want and need. That skill
is very important because it reduces frustration on the part of the child and the parents.

n

You can help families learn to help the child’s vocabulary grow by labeling or naming the things
they use with their baby or young child as they are using them. For example, when changing
diapers, remind them to talk about diapers, wet and dry, powder, lotion, legs, feet, toes, belly, and bottom.

n

Words are not only the names of people, places and things, but there are words to describe
actions. (See examples of different kinds of words in the “Talking Tips for Parents” on the previous page.) In
the example in the previous bullet, in addition to naming and talking about things, you can help them learn to
talk about actions, or what they are doing. Coach them to talk about changing diapers, wiping bottoms, sprinkling
powder, rubbing lotion, kissing toes, and wiping noses.

n

Help parents understand building a rich vocabulary is important for their child. Coach them to use
words alone for emphasis or “highlighting” and then use the word again in a short, simple sentence. This last
step is very important because as a rule we don’t talk in single words. We string them together in sentences to
express our thoughts and tell others what we want.

n

After the child can demonstrate to his or
her parents and to you that he understands
about fifty words, then their expectation for him
to say his first words is more realistic. Language
comprehension or understanding comes before
language expression or talking. If you think about it,
it makes perfect sense. Can you talk about something
you don’t understand? Of course not. I don’t
understand many of the words used by chemists, so
I wouldn’t be able to talk competently about things
pertaining to chemistry.
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FOR PRESCHOOL

For the June-July issue of Talking Tips for Preschool the topic will be “Words.” Below you will find some
bullets with information that it is important for teachers of preschool children to understand and apply.
n

There are question words that are important
for young children to learn to understand
and answer. Most little ones will begin preschool
understanding the basics: What’s that? Where
is? Who’s that? What ____ doing? Why? Yes/No
questions. Check and make sure children understand
these questions. Then make sure they can answer the
questions correctly and appropriately.

n

There are words put together in phrases and
sentences that give children directions that you
want them to follow. Simple one- and two-step
directions are important for children to learn
how to understand and follow appropriately.
As they get older, the directions will become more
complex. As preschool students approach their last
year of preschool, check with a kindergarten teacher
to find out what kind of directions new kindergartners
will be expected to follow. Then help prepare them
to succeed in kindergarten.

n

Words will help preschoolers specifically ask
for and get what they want. It is important to help them learn the specific words they need. Carefully
watch the children so you can provide them with the words they need to express their focus of interest, or the
words they need to request something. When you match your language to the child’s focus of interest, this is
called a “language match.” Specifically, a language match is when the language you model or use with the child
matches the child’s thoughts and intent as closely as possible.

n

Words can help preschoolers describe the things they like or want: “I want the blue and green
sucker.” Or “I saw a little brown bird with red feathers on his chest. I wonder what kind of bird that is.” Or
“I want to wear my black jeans and my gray sweatshirt with the green and gold sparkle things.” They will first
have to demonstrate understanding of these descriptions, so give children practice listening to descriptions like
this as you talk about the things they are doing.

n

Words can help preschoolers expand their vocabularies. But this vocabulary expansion needs to
be meaningful to young children and their lives. Provide children with hands-on experiences that you
talk about together with the appropriate vocabulary and language.
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FOR CHILDCARE

For the June-July issue of Talking Tips for Childcare the topic will be “Words.” Below you will find
some bullets with information that it is important for childcare providers of infants and young children to
understand and apply.
n

Let’s talk a little about words. There are all kinds of words. Big words, little words, funny words, serious
words. But they all have one thing in common: they are all necessary to make sentences.

n

Vocabulary is the collection of words that a child understands and or says. As adults, we
understand words that we may never say, so our receptive vocabulary (the words we understand) is generally
much larger than our expressive vocabulary (the words we speak).

n

Words are very important for young children because they can begin to label the people and the
things that are important to them. They can also begin to request the things they want and need.
That skill is very important because it reduces frustration on the part of the child and you.

n

There are words to name people, places and things. These words are called “nouns.” Nouns also
can be toward the beginning of sentences as the subject of the sentence, as in, “Dogs make me sneeze.” Or
“The boys like to play football in the park.” Nouns are some of the first words that babies learn, like Mama,
Dada, bottle, binky.

n

There is another category of words that are learned early and are pretty fun. These are called
“exclamations.” These are words that tell how you feel when you’re surprised, happy, excited. These are
words that are often exclaimed loudly and gain the baby’s attention, like, “Wow!” Or “Uh-oh!”
Or “Oops!”

n

Words will help young children specifically ask for and get what they want. It is important to
help them learn the specific words they need. Carefully watch the children so you can provide them with the
words they need to express their focus of interest, or the words they need to ask for something.

n

Understand that building a rich vocabulary
is important for the young child. Use words
alone for emphasis or “highlighting” and then
use the word again in a short, simple sentence.
This last step is very important because as a rule
we don’t talk in single words. We string them
together in sentences to express our thoughts and
tell others what we want.
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