What are the hottest American places
for new and expanding businesses? That's a complicated
question to answer, because even if you're aiming for an
objective ruling, there are countless metrics that can point
you to locations all over the map.

For the sixth year, Area Development has tackled the
question with a multifaceted approach that crunches a wide

Cities - “Prime Workforce”

CITY/MSA

1 San Francisco-Redwood City-

South San Francisco CA 1,523,686
2 Corvallis OR 85,579
3 Gainesville FL 264,275
4 Blacksburg-Christiansburg-
Radford VA 178,237
5 Seattle-Bellevue-Everett WA 2,644,584
6 College Station-Bryan TX 228,660
7 Tyler X 209,714
8 Napa CA 136,484
9 Fort Collins CO 299,630
10 lowa City 1A 152,586
11 Boston-Cambridge MA 4,552,402
12 Portland-Vancouver-
Hillsboro OR-WA 2,226,009
13 Chicago-Naperville-
Arlington Heights IL 7,262,718
14 Great Falls MT 81,327
15 Burlington-South Burlington VT 211,261
16 Naples-lmmokalee-
Marco Island FL 321,520
17 Denver-Aurora-Lakewood CcO 2,543,482
18 Midland TX 141,671
19 Myrtle Beach-Conway-
North Myrtle Beach SC-NC 376,722
20 Manhattan KS 92,719
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variety of data to arrive at rankings in four vital factors —
Prime Workforce, Economic Strength, Year-Over-Year Growth,
and Five-Year Growth. They're indicators that collectively
demonstrate a metropolitan area’s recent and longer-term
economic vitality and success, as well as its capacity to
effectively support the growth and prosperity of businesses
that choose to locate or expand there. The factors that go
into Area Development's Leading Locations studies are,
thus, both an examination of the past and a glimpse into the
potential future.

This year, 394 metropolitan statistical areas (MSAs) are
included in the rankings. It's worth noting that growth really
matters in the calculations for Leading Locations. Careful
longtime followers may observe that certain high-ranking
locations from last year are nowhere near as high on the list
this year. That is not necessarily a sign of economic disaster
in those cities that have slipped in the rankings — they may,
in fact, still enjoy an enviable economic position, but their
growth trajectory has cooled a bit since the last tally.

Prime Workforce

The availability of a qualified workforce is, of course,
always one of the leading factors on the minds of executives
choosing the next place to locate or expand. Generally
speaking, it's preferable to pick a place with a solid pipeline
of potential employees who will be ready to hit the ground
running. And given the ever-present hope of growth, it
makes sense to choose a location where expansion requiring
more workers will be a possibility, not a potential problem.
Because labor can be a make-or-break variable, prime
workforce plays a key role in the Leading Locations equation.

In a nutshell, a high ranking in Prime Workforce indicates
that the area has a strong and growing nucleus of well-
educated and qualified 18- to 44-year-olds in the workforce.
Components include the percentage of workers in this age
range who have a bachelor's degree, and how much that
percentage has been growing over the past three years.
Also considered is how the area ranks in terms of inward
migration of similarly educated workers, as well as whether
that rate of migration is growing. Average earings and how
they're growing also enter into the calculation.

for free site information, call 800-735-2732, ext. 225, or visit us online at www.areadevelopment.com



100

rank CITY/MSA State Population * rank CITY/MSA State Population *
1 San Francisco-Redwood City- 51 Atlanta-Sandy Springs-
South San Francisco CA 1,523,686 Roswell GA 5,286,728
2 Napa CA 136,484 52 Sioux Falls SD 228,261
3 Grand Rapids-Wyoming Ml 988,938 53 Gainesville FL 264,275
4 Columbus IN 76,794 54 Ocean City NJ 97,265
5 San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara CA 1,836,911 55 Tampa-St. Petersburg-
6 Portland-Vancouver-Hillsboro OR-WA 2,226,009 Clearwater FL 2,783,243
7 Bend-Redmond OR IR 56 Fort Wayne — —
AlDenver AT e oo co 2,543,482 57 Indianapolis-Carmel-Anderson IN 1,887,877
9 Reno NV 425,41 7 58 Greeley CcO 252,825
10 Anaheim-Santa Ana-Irvine CA 3,010,232 59 Eugene OR 351,715
11 Fort Collins co 299,630 60 Kansas City MO-KS 2,009,342
12 Orlando-Kissimmee-Sanford FL RN 61 Cincinnati — —
13 Saginaw MI 200,169 62 South Bend-Mishawaka IN-MI 319,224
14 St. George uT 138,1 15 63 VaIIejo-FairfieId CA 41 3,344
15 Niles-Benton Harbor Ml 156,81 3 64 Kahului-Wailuku-Lahaina Hi 154,924
16 Provo-Orem ut SOSISIGEN 55 Appleton — —_—
17 Kalamazoo-Portage MI 326,589 66 Boise City ID 616,561
18 Sioux City IA-NE-SD 168563 66T Janesville-Beloit WiI 160,331
19 Elkhart-Goshen IN 197,559 68 Richmond VA 1,208,101
20 Santa Rosa CA 483,878 69 St. Cloud MN 189,093
21 New York-Jersey City- 70 Louisville/Jefferson County KY-IN 1,235,708
White Plains NY-NJ 13,866,159 71 Corvallis OR 85,579
22 Seattle-Bellevue-Everett WA 2,644,584 72 Midland Mi 83,629
23 Ann Arbor Mi 344,791 73 Elizabethtown-Fort Knox KY 148,338
24 Chicago-Naperville- 74 Gainesville GA 179,684
Arlington Heights IL 7,262,718 75 Los Angeles-Long Beach-
25 Oakland-Hayward-Berkeley CA 2,559,296 Glendale CA 9,818,605
26 Salt Lake City uT 1,087,873 76 Dallas-Plano-Irving TX 4,230,520
27 Naples-Immokalee-Marco Island FL 321,520 77 Charlotte-Concord-Gastonia NC-SC 2,217,012
28 Detroit-Dearborn-Livonia Mi 1,820,584 78 North Port-Sarasota-
29 Lansing-East Lansing MmI 464,036 Bradenton FL 702,281
30 Blacksburg-Christiansburg- 79 Mount Vernon-Anacortes WA 116,901
Radford VA 178,237 80 Albany OR 116,672
31 Baton Rouge LA 802,484 81 New Haven-Milford CT 862,477
32 Nashville-Davidson- 82 Columbus OH 1,901,974
Murfreesboro-Franklin TN 1,670,890 33 Medford OR 203,206
33 Lima OH 106,331 g4 Columbia sC 767,598
34 Warren-Troy-Farmington Hills Ml 2,475,666 85 Fargo ND-MN 208,777
gz za"a:'ja*;b. ooco ol GA 347,611 g4 Newark NJ-PA 2,471,171
A?':"oyl::sGrar::izo o Toves CA 269,637 2; Z':‘ede':°:ay a: 282':‘35
— — 136,196~ g9 Evansville IN-KY 311,552
38 Ogden-Clearfield uT 597,159 90 Asheville NC 424,858
38T Trenton NJ 366,513 :
40 Jacksonville FL 134559 | Kokomo IN 82,752
41 Wausau wi 134,063 2 Wer ™ L
42 Wilmington DE-MD-NJ 705670 ;2:::::%’:::?,
43 Sacramento-Roseville- Deerfield Beach FL 1,748,066
Arden-Arcade CA 2,149,127 94 Cape Coral-Fort Myers FL 618,754
44 |daho Falls 1D 133,265 95 Toledo OH 610,001
45 San Diego-Carlsbad CA 3,095,313 96 Burlington-South Burlington VT 211,261
46 Austin-Round Rock X 1,716,289 96T Hartford-West Hartford-
47 Boston-Cambridge-Newton MA 4,552,402 East Hartford CT 1,212,381
48 West Palm Beach-Boca 96T Milwaukee-Waukesha-
Raton-Delray Beach FL 1,320,134 West Allis Wi 1,555,908
49 Boulder CO 294,567 99 New Bern NC 126,802
50 Lafayette-West Lafayette IN 201,789 100 Des Moines-West Des Moines IA 569,633

* 2010 Census
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