
 
“I like learning about the black priests, bishops, and 
our Black Catholic history.” – Heather Adams  
(St. Gabriel the Archangel Church – New Orleans, LA) 10th grade. 

“We are pleased and honored to present to the 
Catholic faithful of the African American 

community The African American Catholic 
Youth Bible, which is the culmination of several 
years’ collaboration between Saint Mary’s Press 

and The National Black Catholic Congress.”…  
By making the Word of God more accessible and 

attractive to our youth, they will grow to a deeper 
appreciation of the Word in their faith journeys 

and everyday lives.” 

 Most Rev. John H. Ricard, Bishop Emeritus of Pensacola-Tallahassee 

Most Rev. Joseph N Perry, Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago 

Most Rev. Martin D. Holley, auxiliary Bishop of Washington 

 

YOUTH 
RESPONSE 
 

How one student found a connection to the 
Interactive Catholic Youth Bible: 

A high school senior named Greg was a very creative and talented artist. He 
loved all of his art classes, but didn’t really care about his other ones, until 
one day, Greg’s religion teacher asked the class to download the Enhanced 
Interactive Catholic Youth Bible. Pulling his iPad from his backpack, he 
thought, “Just one more hoop to jump through in this class.” Greg’s teacher 
passed out a worksheet. The class was supposed to use scripture passages, 
and these things called Discovery Cards, to complete it. Greg looked at his 
worksheet, swiped to the first passage and read through it. 

He saw a small icon next to the text – this must link to the Discovery Card. 
Greg clicked and up popped a card with a beautiful piece of art. Wow! Greg 
was in awe of the beautiful color, shape, and movement of the piece. He 
clicked on the card and dove deeper into the background of the artist and 
the meaning behind different parts of the painting. 

Greg, with more excitement, read the next question. He skimmed through 
two chapters of Revelation and tapped on the Discovery Card icon. A colorful 
map appeared: Greg began tapping through each city. He thought that the 
ruins of the ancient churches were really cool. He was impressed by the 
design, decoration, and architecture. The ruins made him think how amazing 
these churches must have looked to ancient people. They must have been so 
beautiful! 

Greg was pretty amazed. The connection between art and scripture helped 
him to see his faith in a new, more personal way. 

 



 

“It helps me to realize I have self-worth and a greater purpose in 
God.” – Joshua Hayes (Sacred Heart Church Lacombe, LA) 10th grade. 

 

 

 
Know Your Faith articles explain the biblical, liturgical, 
and doctrinal basis for many Christian beliefs and 
practices 

 
 

 
Present African American culture and introduce some Africans 
and African Americans who have lived out aspects of God’s 
Revelation in the Bible 

 

 
Provide background for understanding the culture and 
traditions of biblical times and the Church’s interpretation 
of certain passages 

 

 
 

Apply the Bible’s message to situations African 
American youth may be facing now or will face 
in the future 

 

    
 

     Suggest ways to use the Bible for personal prayer 
 

    
 

Gives a quick introduction to the lives of 
 important biblical people 
 

The African American Catholic Bible  
offers many special features: 

• Know Your Faith articles that explain the biblical, 
liturgical, and doctrinal basis for many Christian beliefs 
and practices. 

• Black, Catholic, and Faithful articles that present African 
American culture and introduce some Africans and African 
Americans who have lived our aspects of God’s Revelation 
in the Bible. 

• Check This Out articles that provide background for 
understanding the culture and traditions of biblical times 
and the Church’s interpretation of certain passages. 

• Be About It! Articles that apply the Bible’s message to 
situations African American youth maybe facing now or 
will face in the future. 

• Take It to God articles that suggest ways to use the Bible 
for personal prayer. 

• Our Friends in Faith articles that give a quick introduction 
to the lives of important biblical people. 

• Helpful indexes to passages about events, people, teachings 
of Jesus, and life and faith issues, as well as an index that 
leads to articles on specific topics. 

• A calendar of the Church year and Sunday readings. 

• Color inserts that provide a brief history of African 
American Catholics, beautifully illustrated maps, photos by 
theme, Catholic prayers and teachings, and a timeline of 
biblical history. 

• A glossary of Scripture-related terms. 
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