
Asian and Pacific Island Catholics’ 14th Annual Marian Pilgrimage 
 

On May 7th, over one thousand pilgrims flocked the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 

Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC for the 14th Annual Marian Pilgrimage organized by the 

Asian and Pacific Catholic Network (APCN) in collaboration with the USCCB Secretariat of Cultural 

Diversity in the Church/Asian and Pacific Island Affairs.   

 

His Excellency, Archbishop Bernardito Auza, Permanent Observer of the Holy See to the United Nations 

in New York was the main celebrant and homilist at Mass. Read Archbishop Auza’s homily that follows 

the pictures. About 20+ priests serving the Asian and Pacific Island communities concelebrated. 

 

Welcome drums by youth from St. 

Andrew Kim Catholic Church, MD 

summoned the congregation to a call to 

prayer. 

 

The pilgrimage was a graced moment 

for the Asian & Pacific Island Catholic 

communities (API) to heed the Holy 

Father’s call during the Holy Year of 

Mercy to live out the faith in prayer, 

repentance for sins and charity. Prior to 

Mass, there was confession in several 

languages.  

 

API communities from the 

Arch/dioceses of Arlington, Baltimore, 

Charlotte, New York, Philadelphia, 

Raleigh, Richmond and Washington 

joyfully participated in a vibrant and 

colorful procession of images, banners 

and statues of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Thanks to Our Lady’s intercession and 

the hard work of all the APCN pastoral       

leaders’ planning team and officers with        Youth from Our Lady of Vietnam Church, MD 



Fred Semendy its president, the support of the USCCB/Secretariat of Cultural Diversity and the pastoral 

guidance of Msgr. Walter Rossi and Msgr. Vito Buonanno from the Basilica, the Marian Pilgrimage was 

fruitful.   

 

The following are sampling of photos from the pilgrimage.   

 

       
 

 

Praying the Rosary 

 

           Our Lady of China Pastoral Mission                                   API Catholic Community, New York  

      

        

Procession 

 



His Excellency The Most Reverend Bernardito Auza,  Apostolic Nuncio, Permanent Observer of the Holy 

See to the United Nations and Permanent Observer of the Holy See to the Organization of American 

States 

 

Homily for the 14th Annual Asian and Pacific Island Catholics Marian Pilgrimage 

National Shrine and Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (Edited for brevity) 

Washington, D.C., May 7, 2016 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ from Asia and the Pacific Islands and 

Marian Pilgrims, 

 

It is a grace for me to join you today as a pilgrim, here at this magnificent 

Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, for the 14th 

Annual Asian and Pacific Island Catholics Marian Pilgrimage.  

 

Today we sing to the Lord in a special way, because this Marian Pilgrimage 

brings us, Asian and Pacific island Catholics, together to honor our Mother 

Mary with prayers and cultural songs and dances typical of our Asian and 

Pacific nations. We thus thank the Lord, because this pilgrimage makes us 

discover and rediscover the numerous devotions to our Blessed Mother from 

our countries back home. I am very grateful to the Asian and Pacific Catholic 

Network and to the Secretariat of Cultural Diversity in the Church of the 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops for this grace-filled opportunity. 

 

We venerate and invoke Mary under many titles, but above all as Mother of God. This title expresses very 

well Mary’s mission in the history of salvation. There is no other grace and title of Mary bigger and 

greater than being the Mother of God. All the others graces, privileges and titles were given to her, 

because she was to become or she was the Mother of the Lord. The solemnity and the privilege of the 

Immaculate Conception is tremendous and great, but it was given to her in view of her Divine 

Motherhood. The Solemnity of the Assumption is tremendous and great, but she had that privilege 

because she was the mother of God. 

 

From the title “Mother of God” are drawn all the other titles with which the Church honors Mary. We 

have the Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary with all those really fantastic titles like Star of the See and 

Tower of Ivory, and the Church keeps on adding more titles. We in the Philippines we have Virgen sa 

Barangay (Our Lady of the Village), Our Lady of Antipolo, Our Lady of Peñafrancia, Our Lady of 

Manaoag, etc. In Vietnam millions flock to the Shrine of Our Lady of La Vang. In South Korea Marian 

devotees flock to the Gamgok Maegoe Virgin Mary Cathedral. In Japan, we have Our Lady of Akita In 

India, millions venerate Mary at the Shrine Basilica of Our Lady of Health in Tamil Nadu, where they 

even have a shrine dedicated to Our Lady of Snows! And in Sri Lanka, Catholics flock to venerate Mary 

in the Shrine of Our Lady of Madhu. 

 

We can say that the Rosary is the most important classroom in what St. John Paul II called the “School of 

Mary,” and during this extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, we have a special opportunity to learn from the 

Blessed Virgin how to become “merciful like the Father,” by learning from Mary how to relate to Christ 

her Son, whom Pope Francis called the “face” of the Mercy of the Father. 

 

 

 

 



In the Holy Rosary, we turn, as we pray in the “Hail Holy Queen,” to Mary as our “Clement” and 

“Loving” “Mother of Mercy,” begging her to turn her “eyes of mercy toward us” and show us Jesus, 

Mercy incarnate. We call upon her, in the words of the Litany of Loreto, as “Virgin most merciful,” as 

“Refuge of Sinners” and “Help of Christians,” and ask her, over and over again, to “pray for us sinners, 

now and at the hour of our death,” confident that she will never despise our petitions but in her mercy 

hear and answer us.  

 

Through the mysteries of the Rosary, she leads us on an interior pilgrimage through many of the most 

important joyful, luminous, sorrowful and glorious stages of salvation history. With her, we ponder how 

the Lord wants us to be filled with grace, which means filled with mercy. We unite ourselves to her 

Magnificat in the Visitation as she teaches us how to let our souls praise and spirits rejoice in God our 

savior whose “mercy is from generation to generation toward those who fear him” and who “remembers 

his mercy… promised to our fathers.”  

 

Today we seek to pray the Rosary with her, just as she asked St. Bernadette in Lourdes to pray it with her 

“to God for sinners,” and just as she requested young Francisco, Jacinta and Lucia in Fatima, imploring 

and sacrificing for the “conversion of sinners” that they be “saved from the fires of hell” and that all souls 

be brought to heaven, especially those in “most need of [God’s] mercy.” The Holy Rosary is not just a 

school in which we learn about mercy, but one in which, together with her, we pray for mercy. And we 

give thanks to God for this great mother, teacher and companion in prayer! 

 

Even if we are far away from our birthplace, our faith and faith traditions make us feel at home wherever 

we are. This practice of bringing with us our religious traditions and culture is fully appreciated by the 

Church. When Popes John Paul II, Benedict XVI and Francis, during their visits in the United States, 

expressed deep admiration for the Catholic Church in America, a Church of immigrants, of peoples and 

nations from all over the world who came to America to find better life and greater freedom, including 

greater religious freedom. In this land of religious liberty, Catholics found freedom not only to practice 

their faith, but also to participate fully in civic life, bringing their deepest moral convictions to the public 

square and cooperating with their neighbors in shaping a vibrant, democratic society.  

 

Our celebration today to honor Mary should therefore be an occasion of gratitude for graces received, in 

particular for God’s providence of bringing us into this land, where a responsible exercise of freedom 

enriches one and all, including in the religious and moral life.  

 

Our celebration today summons us to move forward with firm resolve to continue to observe our faith and 

pass it on to future generations. We often ask ourselves during beautiful celebrations like this: Would this 

tradition outlive us? Would our children and our children’s children continue to celebrate this? The 

answer depends on you: if you pass on the faith that underpins celebrations like this to your children and 

your grandchildren, then we can keep this alive, perhaps with different cultural hues, perhaps becoming 

more colored with elements of American Catholicism, but it would always remain a celebration of faith. If 

you don’t invest time and effort to pass your faith to your children and to your grandchildren, then 

chances are the faith traditions so dear to you might die with you. So, parents and grandparents, elders and 

catechists, let us build the base for future celebrations of our religious devotions by passing on our faith to 

future generations. 

 

May Mary, Mother of God and Mother of us all, protect us every step of the way, and lead us to our final 

destination, eternal life with the Lord. She will never despise our petitions, but in her motherly love, she 

will always present them to Christ her Son our Lord.  AMEN. 

 


