
Garden at 36 Ashley St 
 

Ashley St, especially east of Sigourney St has a lot of gardens, many of them “vest pocket 
gardens” small beautiful, decorative gardens of shrubs and flowers from a contest several 
years ago. And many also grow edible gardens in their back yards. And then there’s 36 
Ashley St. The two-family that belongs to Jennifer Cassidy. If you’ve gone down Ashley St 
to or from Garden St in the past several years you may have noticed the one front yard 
with a great variety of plants and nearly no grass. There were even a few Sunflowers near 
the house. If you’ve been by lately you 
cannot help but notice the Sunflowers. 
There are dozens, and if you walk down 
the sidewalk you are in their shade. 
Jennifer credits/blames the goldfinches 
for the profusion, but they are not the 
only species making a meal of the seeds, 
and the seeds that don’t get eaten find 
rich soil below to start life anew. She’s a 
bit conflicted, “I really just planted them 
for the goldfinches.”  Jennifer said.  “ 
and they’ve planted all the rest”.  
In all fairness though Jennifer has 
thinned out the branches several times, 
but the soil is so rich and the weather’s 
been so good and they’re doing what 
they’re meant to do. 
Passersby stop to take photos and some 
do walk in the street rather that brave 
the narrow tunnel of stalks and 
blossoms.  
But all the sunflowers hide the rich variety of herbs and fruits that have been there for the 
past 4-5 years. Twenty or more varieties of plants, many native to this area thrive among  
the sunflowers and the only ones that aren’t edible smell good.  
The real produce garden is in the back yard, but that’s a story for another day. For now, go 
a little out of your way and see what everyone is talking about. For more photos go to: 
https://goo.gl/photos/4Mb3yg7QxRsDdL2C9  
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